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TOWN OF SURFSIDE BEACH      
115 US Highway 17 North, Surfside Beach, SC 29575 
Web:  www.surfsidebeach.org 
 (843) 913-6111     (843) 238-5432 
 
 
 
 
       

Surfside beach TOWN COUNCIL  
Regular MEETING agenda 

Council chambers 
 Tuesday, July 23, 2013  6:30 p.m. 

 
 

 1.  CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Douglas F. Samples 
 
 2.   INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Pastor Kay Standaland, South  
  Strand Assembly of God     
 

 3.   AGENDA APPROVAL 
 
 4.   MINUTES APPROVAL - Regular Meeting – July 9, 2013 

 
 5.  PUBLIC COMMENTS – Agenda Items Only. (3-minutes per speaker) 
 
   6.   COMMUNICATIONS 
  A.   Department Reports 
   i.   Finance   
   ii.   Recreation 
   iii.  Public Works 
  B.   Administrator’s Report 
   i. Update on Current Events 
   ii. Procedures for committees/committee members to solicit donations to  
    fund specific Town Council approved projects not funded in the budget 
  
 7.   BUSINESS 
  A.   First Readings of Ordinances 
   i. 13-0754 to amend §2-20(b) Travel Per Diem, Mayor Pro Tempore Mabry  
    and Councilmember Stevens    
   ii. 13-0755 to amend §2-23 Registration of dogs, to exempt service dogs  
    from registration fees, Administrator Fellner 
   iii. 13-0756 to add Chapter 12, Article 5, Stormwater Retention Ponds   
    allowable boats on town stormwater retention ponds, Administrator Fellner 
   iv. 13-0757 to amend §13-52(d)(8) Marine Construction, to eliminate docks,  
    Administrator Fellner 
  B. 6th Avenue South Pond, Director Adair  
  C. 50th Anniversary Plans & Events and Town Magazine, Administrator Fellner 
   
 7. BUSINESS, continued 

PUBLIC NOTICE:  Town Council Workshop, Tuesday, August 13, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. to 
Discuss Horry Georgetown Technical College Signage Recommendations. 
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  D. Recommendation from Keep Surfside Beach Beautiful Committee, Administrator  
   Fellner 
  E. Committee Appointments (may be deferred until after executive session)    
   i. Recreation/Special Events (1 vacancy): Linda Woodlief; Cindy Grace, and  
    Erin Adams 
   ii. Construction Board of Adjustments & Appeals (1 vacancy):  David Morrison  
 
   8.   DISCUSSION – Any matters of concern or information to be discussed by Town Council. 
 
  Stormwater Millage and the Disposition and past, present and future expenditures of  
  stormwater funds, Councilmember Stevens  
 
   9.   PUBLIC COMMENTS – General Comments. (5-minutes per speaker) 
 
 10.   COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
 11.   EXECUTIVE SESSION - Pursuant to FOIA §30-4-70(a)(1) to discuss the appointment  
  of a person or persons to a public body (See Item 7.E. above.) 
  
 12.   ADJOURNMENT 
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  SURFSIDE BEACH TOWN COUNCIL  1 
  REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES  2 
  JULY 9, 2013 6:30 P.M. 3 
         TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 4 
 5 
 6 
 1.  CALL TO ORDER.
 8 

   7 

 Mayor Samples called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Mayor Samples, Mayor Pro Tempore 9 
Mabry, and Councilmembers Dodge, Johnson, Kohlmann, Smith, and Stevens were in attendance.  A 10 
quorum was present.  Others present:  Town Administrator Fellner; Planning Director Morris; Police Chief 11 
Keziah; Fire Chief Cimini; Public Works Director Adair; Building Official Otte, and Town Clerk Herrmann.    12 
 13 
 Mayor Samples thanked Mr. Gene Maruca for his long time, persistent work to get a US Flag 14 
located in Martin Park at the ball field.  The flag was finally installed before July 4th.  The American Flag 15 
raised at the ball field was flown over the United States Capital building and was provided by Senator 16 
Lindsay Graham.     17 
 18 
 2.  INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.
 20 

   19 

 Councilmember Johnson said the invocation, because Reverend Bosworth was unable to attend.   21 
Mayor Samples lead the Pledge. 22 
 23 
 3.  
 25 

AGENDA APPROVAL. 24 

 Mr. Smith moved to approve the agenda.  Ms. Dodge seconded.  All voted in favor.  MOTION 26 
CARRIED. 27 
 28 
 4.  
 30 

MINUTES APPROVAL. 29 

 Ms. Dodge moved to approve the minutes of the June 4, 2013 special meeting as submitted.  Mr. 31 
Smith seconded.  All voted in favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 32 
 33 
 Ms. Dodge moved to approve the minutes of the June 13, 2013 special meeting as submitted.  34 
Mr. Smith seconded.  All voted in favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 35 
 36 
 Ms. Dodge moved to approve the minutes of the June 25, 2013 special meeting as submitted.  37 
Mr. Smith seconded.  All voted in favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 38 
 39 
 Ms. Dodge moved to approve the minutes of the June 25, 2013 regular meeting as submitted.  40 
Mr. Smith seconded.  All voted in favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 41 
 42 
 5.  
 44 

PUBLIC COMMENTS – Agenda Items (3 minutes.) 43 

 Mayor Samples asked for comments on regular agenda items, as a public hearing to hear 45 
comments on the dog fees would be opened once public comments were finished. 46 
 47 
 Betty Lowery, 4th Avenue North:  “I have two things, so I’m gonna have to talk fast, I think.  One is 48 
the dock issue.  I am really begging you not to put the floating docks back in.  It is a stormwater retention 49 
pond.  It is not a recreational area and I think by putting the floating docks in, we are implying that it’s 50 
okay to get down there in that water.  It is no different than those ponds that are out there beside Wal-51 
Mart on 544.  We wouldn’t put anything in there.  We shouldn’t be doing it here, and by putting in those 52 
floating docks, we are implying that it is okay.  So, please, if you would, think hard about putting that back 53 
in again.  And secondly, of course, is the dog park fees [sic.]  The $30 is prohibitive and it’s simply not 54 
right.  It’s simply not.  I know the dog park probably is expensive in some aspects.  You provide the dog 55 
pooh bags for the beach, for the walking trail, and the dog park.  But $30 for nonresidents, first of all, 56 
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they’re not gonna pay it.  People who come in for a weekend or for a week, they’re not gonna pay it, and 57 
nobody’s down there to check to see who is and isn’t licensed.  This fee specifically (**) those who use 58 
the dog park on a regular basis, and who want to do the right thing.  With nobody checking, anybody can 59 
walk in down there.  We, we don’t check.  The people who are trying to do the right things are the ones 60 
who are buying the dog licenses, and $30 for someone who’s going to be here for a week is ridiculous.  I 61 
mean it is.  If you’re going to raise fees for the dog park, then make it across the board.  Make it 62 
everybody; everybody who uses the dog park.  Residents, nonresidents, and don’t make it so extreme.  63 
But, please reconsider that.” 64 
 65 
 “My name is Sarah Andrews, and I spoke to you before and I just wanna thank each of you, the 66 
Mayor, and some of you on Town Council that I spoke with, Beth Kohlmann, Randle, Mary Mabry, and 67 
Mark Johnson.  Did I speak with you, Rod?”  Mr. Smith answered that she did.  Ms. Andrews:  “Okay, and 68 
Rod Smith.  I want to thank y’all for the politeness and professionalism that you showed when I expressed 69 
the grievance that I had that as a very healthy taxpayer, my bill is quite healthy, that I was being 70 
discriminated against, and I appreciate the fact that all of you were willing to listen and to hear my 71 
grievance, and I also want to commend each one of you for the wonderful people that you have working.  72 
I have yet to encounter anybody, whether it’s a policeman, or a sanitation worker, or anybody that is just 73 
not extremely polite and wanting to help you, and I think you’ve done a tremendous job in getting such a 74 
great corps of people.  I live in Columbia, and believe you me, we don’t get that kind of treatment when 75 
we go up to a county office.  So, I want to commend each one of you for having such a wonderful, 76 
wonderful work force making Surfside Beach one of the best beaches on the coast.  Thank you and I 77 
hope you will consider my grievance as you reach this decision on the dog park.  Thank you.” 78 
 79 
 “Tom Dodge, 15th Avenue North.  I know we like to do everything transparent and honest and 80 
above board, but I was a little distressed at the voting that took place at the last planning commission 81 
meeting.  I would think that if someone lives on a lake, they should recuse themselves from a vote.  82 
That’s my opinion.  But I think ethically it would have been the thing to do, but not to be [sic.]  I think that 83 
vote should be redone with the people recusing themselves.  Thank you.”  84 
 85 
 “Ron Ott, 7th Avenue North.  The travel expenses per diem, I believe that maybe we should have 86 
prepaid credit cards given to the council for when you go out of town.  (**) you’re going out of town, don’t 87 
shake your head at me, and if you want to take your spouse, punishment, go ahead.  Take ‘em, and I 88 
don’t see any, you know, they’re gonna stay in the room, if you’re gonna stay overnight, I don’t see 89 
anything wrong with that.  I traveled a lot.  I was always allowed to take her, but I never told her about it.  90 
(Laughter) I, I, but it’s, it’s up to the individual.  Is this a, you know, it’s a family beach.  We tend to forget 91 
that, and I go along with Betty on this docks [sic.]  That water’s not touchable.  I don’t know, if you know it. 92 
I don’t want; I’m not gonna put my hand in there.  I’ve been there a dozen years and I’m still not gonna 93 
put my hand in the water.  You wanna go swimming in there?  You wanna have your kids splashing?  Not 94 
me.  It’s not, if you can really clean up that water, maybe someday, but I don’t think it’s gonna happen.  95 
But sometimes when I put my lawn sprinkler on, it smells like, as my grandson would say, poop.  It does.  96 
It, it actually has an odor.  I’m not making it up, and we’re thinking about boating on it or having anything 97 
on it.  I could say that we could, you should be able to have people come up to it with a deck.  No boats in 98 
the water.  Stay out of the water until it’s cleaned up.  It’s not clean, and if you’re gonna vote this and 99 
somebody has any way of gaining financially, they shouldn’t be voting on it, okay.  I, I don’t think so, but 100 
let these surfers go, too.  Let them have that, that September 7th date.  I have no; it’s a great thing’ brings 101 
people to the beach.  Let’s meet them down there and watch ‘em.  Thank you.  I hope there’s a wave that 102 
day.” 103 
 104 
 “I’m Holly Watson.  319 North Oak Drive.  First, I’d like to say I oppose any structure in our town 105 
right-of-way or storm drainage retention ponds.  This issue was addressed in 2004 and that council was 106 
very aware of the drainage problems and the contamination of our lakes within the town.  If you did not 107 
attend the P&Z meetings during the holiday week at an earlier hour than the usual start time for their 108 
meetings, I can understand, because it wasn’t advertised outside on the message board.  At this time I 109 
would like to respectfully request that Councilman Mark Johnson recuse himself from voting on this matter 110 
as I believe he has three conflicts of interest.  Mrs. Mark Johnson sits on the planning and zoning 111 
commission, and has voted for this measure in the adamantly affirmative already.  Mr. Mark Johnson or 112 
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Mrs. Mark Johnson are lakeside property owners at tax map number 19112300013, otherwise known as 113 
123 Harbor Lights Drive.  Mrs. Mark Johnson owns an insurance agency and will be available to sell the 114 
liability policies that she voted for the residents to acquire in conjunction with this ordinance.  My property 115 
is downstream from these bigger lakes, and we already flood from heavy torrents into Myrtle Lake, a lake 116 
that exceeded EPA standards 62-percent of the time.  This is unacceptable.  We now have hit the EPA 117 
303D list of impaired waters in five areas in our little two mile stretch of beach.  This is unacceptable.  We 118 
do not know what’s in our lakes now.  We test for enterococci, enterococcus bacteria and e-coli.  We 119 
don’t test for lead, arsenic, mercury, pesticides, chemicals, zinc, herbicides, or any other type of 120 
contaminants that are in our waters, so we don’t know what our exposure is, and a child’s dead body is 121 
not gonna tell you what dock or deck that he fell off of.  They’re gonna sue the town.  You can’t buy 122 
enough liability insurance.  How are you gonna take these decks and docks out of the water when a 123 
storm comes?  We’re in a flood zone.  I’m in AE.  Elizabeth is in X.  Please vote no for this.  This is 124 
unsafe.  We’re putting our tourists and the public in danger of all kinds of contamination.  These are not 125 
recreational areas.  They are stormwater retention ponds.  We don’t have the funds.  We’ve lost money 126 
from our stormwater funds.  We don’t know where it went.  We have no way of remedying this right now.  127 
So, vote no.  Thank you.” 128 
 129 
 6.  PUBLIC HEARING

 132 

.  Pursuant to §6-1-80 of the SC Code of Laws public hearing to hear 130 
public comments on Dog Park Fees.  131 

 Mayor Samples opened the public hearing at 6:45 p.m. pursuant to §6-1-80 of the SC Code of 133 
Laws public hearing to hear public comments on dog park fees.  He recommended that the comments 134 
already made regarding the dog park fees by Mrs. Andrews, and Mrs. Lowery be entered into the record 135 
with respect to the public hearing.  There were no objections. 136 
 137 
 Ms. Lowery: Comments from July 9, 2013 meeting:

 149 

  [Regarding] “the dog park fees.  The $30 is 138 
prohibitive and it’s simply not right.  It’s simply not.  I know the dog park probably is expensive in some 139 
aspects.  You provide the dog pooh bags for the beach, for the walking trail, and the dog park.  But, $30 140 
for nonresidents, first of all, they’re not gonna pay it.  People who come in for a weekend or for a week, 141 
they’re not gonna pay it, and nobody’s down there to check to see who is and isn’t licensed.  This fee 142 
specifically approaches those who use the dog park on a regular basis, and who want to do the right 143 
thing.  With nobody checking, anybody can walk in down there.  We, we don’t check.  The people who are 144 
trying to do the right things are the ones who are buying the dog licenses, and $30 for someone who’s 145 
going to be here for a week is ridiculous.  I mean it is.  If you’re going to raise fees for the dog park, then 146 
make it across the board.  Make it everybody; everybody who uses the dog park.  Residents, 147 
nonresidents, and don’t make it so extreme.  But, please reconsider that.” 148 

 Ms. Lowery:  Comments from June 25, 2013 meeting:  “You know every time you see me it’s the 150 
dog park, but there’s something about the budget.  I’m Betty Lowery.  I live at 619 4th Avenue North in 151 
Surfside, and I’ve known Sarah Andrews since my husband and I came to Surfside.  Love her.  Anyhow, I 152 
think the dog park fee thing is wrong on several accounts.  First of all, it’s still under condition, ah, 153 
discussion, but it’s already being charged.  I got my fee.  I’m a local, by the way.  I got my tag on the first 154 
of June; paid $10.  Any nonresident who got their fee [sic] at the same time, or their license at the same 155 
time, they’d a paid $10.  Two weeks later, they’re paying $30.  Again, an increase from $10 to $30, that’s 156 
200-percent more.  I don’t know of any fees that we have charged that are that much over.  I understand 157 
that it could be a financial thing.  If the dog park has come to cost more than we expected, but I’m sure 158 
the dog park cost a lot less than the asphalt that it would take you to put in a parking lot, which was the 159 
original recommendation.  You’re targeting the nonresidents.  People who come for the weekend and for 160 
the week, they’re not buying dog park licenses, and that’s what this is.  I mean, half, I would say more 161 
than half of pets in Surfside are not licensed.  People just don’t do it.  They’re not trying to be ugly.  They 162 
just don’t.  People who get licenses want to use the dog park.  People who come in on the weekends for 163 
the week are not gonna go to the dog park. They’re gonna walk their dogs through the yard, use the pooh 164 
bags and they’re gonna go on.  So, you know, it’s specifically for those people who are using the dog 165 
park.  So, if that’s gonna be the case, then the dog park budget should not include pooh bags that are 166 
being used out on the beach and on the walking trail.  Most of those people don’t bring their dogs into the 167 
park.  So, we have an issue there.  The people who are nonresidents and having to pay this additional fee 168 
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have no voice in this, because they don’t live here.  They don’t vote.  You know, $10, I can handle that.  169 
But it doesn’t, it just doesn’t seem to be fair.  If we have an expensive dog park, and if you’re gonna raise 170 
the fees, it should be across the board.  You know, that means that I’m paying more fees.  Okay.  I’m 171 
paying more fees.  I enjoy the dog park.  But, I still think $30 is excess.  Secondly, a gentleman I talked to 172 
in the park just a few days ago paid his $30.  I reminded him of the farmers market.  He said I’m not 173 
going.  I said why.  He said I’m boycotting Surfside.  I paid my $30, but that’s it.  We have no fees at all for 174 
the ones in Market Common.  We have no fees at all for the one in Myrtle Beach.  If they decide to go 175 
with their dog there, they’re going to shop in Market Common.  They’re going right by Broadway at the 176 
Beach.  We’re gonna lose some people there.  As it is, they go to breakfast here.  They shop in the 177 
grocery stores here. (Time ended) You know, we’re losing some customers that way.  Okay, thank you.”    178 
 179 
 Ms. Andrews:  Comments from July 9, 2013 meeting

 194 

.  “My name is Sarah Andrews, and I spoke 180 
to you before and I just wanna thank each of you, the Mayor, and some of you on Town Council that I 181 
spoke with, Beth Kohlmann, Randle, Mary Mabry, and Mark Johnson.  Did I speak with you, Rod?”  Mr. 182 
Smith answered that she did.  Ms. Andrews:  “Okay, and Rod Smith.  I want to thank y’all for the 183 
politeness and professionalism that you showed when I expressed the grievance that I had that as a very 184 
healthy taxpayer, my bill is quite healthy, that I was being discriminated against, and I appreciate the fact 185 
that all of you were willing to listen and to hear my grievance, and I also want to commend each one of 186 
you for the wonderful people that you have working.  I have yet to encounter anybody, whether it’s a 187 
policeman, or a sanitation worker, or anybody that is just not extremely polite and wanting to help you, 188 
and I think you’ve done a tremendous job in getting such a great corps of people.  I live in Columbia, and 189 
believe you me, we don’t get that kind of treatment when we go up to a county office.  So, I want to 190 
commend each one of you for having such a wonderful, wonderful work force making Surfside Beach one 191 
of the best beaches on the coast.  Thank you and I hope you will consider my grievance as you reach this 192 
decision on the dog park.  Thank you.”   193 

 Ms. Andrews:  Comments from June 25, 2013 meeting:  “My name is Sarah Andrews.  I own 195 
property at 14th Avenue South, 112 14th Avenue South, Surfside Beach.  I would like to take this time to 196 
thank Mayor Samples and the Council for giving me this opportunity to speak to you about something that 197 
has upset me this week.  Ah, first of all, I would like for you to know that I am not speaking only for myself, 198 
but I am speaking for my neighbors, Kim King Dickson, and my sister-in-law.  All three of us live on the 199 
first block on 14th Avenue South.  I want to thank the Council and the Mayor for providing a beautiful place 200 
for the residents and the homeowners and the visitors that come to Surfside and bring their pets.  It is an 201 
enjoyment to all these people, and I have met so many wonderful friends up there, all the way from New 202 
York to California.  I’ve lived in South Carolina all my life, and it’s just quite a treat to meet different people 203 
from different parts of the country.  These are some of the most responsible people that you will find in 204 
the morning at the park.  They take good care of it.  They police the park, and if their dog barks, they try 205 
to their best to keep the dog quiet, and I think you would be proud of them, if you could come up and visit 206 
with them.  I would also like to thank the Mayor and the Council for the wonderful people that you have 207 
working for your city.  I have yet to deal with anybody in the city that has not been extremely gracious and 208 
helpful, and I certainly do appreciate that.  Ah, when I arrived this summer, I usually spend about four 209 
months at my house.  I do not rent it.  It’s my summer home, and this year when I came and brought my 210 
dog, it’s a little rescue dog, I went up to the park to see my friends and I told ‘em I had to go by city hall 211 
and buy my knew license, and they said, well, they’ve changed it.  Said you (**) have to pay, I believe 212 
they said $15, but we don’t live in the city, cause we had been paying $10, and so we have to pay $30.  213 
So, I, they said we don’t like it, but we understand it.  We don’t pay city taxes, so we understand that.  So, 214 
I went up to the city office, and the nice lady in there started filling out my information, and she said to me 215 
now you know you have to pay $30, and I said no, I own property here and pay taxes, and she said well 216 
you still have to pay $30.  So, I was quite shocked that as a property owner for 53 years, (time ended) I 217 
have owned that property for 53 years, and when we first got it, the taxes on it were $28.  Now I pay 218 
between $4 and $5 thousand a year.  Mayor Samples interrupted saying that time was over. Ms. 219 
Andrews:  “Am I limited to time?”  Mayor Samples said three minutes.  Ms. Andrews:  “Oh, I’m sorry.  I’m 220 
sorry.  Let me get to the point.”  Mayor Samples asked her to go ahead and finish up.  Ms. Andrews:  “I’m 221 
sorry.  I didn’t know that.  I apologize.  Alright, I’m gonna get right down to the point.  I pay taxes.  I don’t 222 
rent my home, but I feel I’ve been discriminated against, because you are treating one group of property 223 
owners differently from another group of property owners, and my due process and equal protection 224 
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under the law has been violated.  It is not logical that I should pay $30 when I pay taxes between $4 and 225 
$5 thousand a year to the city of Surfside and Horry County and people who live out of the county, 226 
Georgetown pays taxes to Georgetown, they pay $30 and I pay $30.  To me it is not logical for those who 227 
pay those city taxes.  Thank you.  I hope you’ll reconsider that ruling.” 228 
 229 
 There were no other public comments either in favor or against the fees.  Mayor Samples closed 230 
the public hearing at 6:46 p.m. 231 
 232 
 6.  
 234 

COMMUNICATIONS. 233 

 A.  Proclamation.  Ms. Herrmann said there was no proclamation and apologized for the 235 
scrivener’s error. 236 
 237 
 B.  Department Reports. 238 
 239 
 i.  Fire.  Chief Cimini presented the written report, a copy of which is on file.  June was a busy 240 
month for the department with 92 assistance calls; 7 fire runs; 50 rescue/medical incidents; 2 hazardous 241 
conditions; 15 service calls; 6 good intent calls, and 12 false or malfunctioning alarms.  There was no 242 
dollar loss for fire.  There were 29 fire prevention activities during the month, and 7 public education 243 
events.  The fire prevention division performed 6 re-inspections; 11 new inspections, and 5 pre-plan 244 
reviews and updates.  They received the 1920 American Trans Pumper fire engine; it is housed in the fire 245 
station.  All the cost for the upkeep, maintenance, and insurance is paid by SAFER (Surfside Area Fire 246 
and Emergency Responders).  They hope to have it running in time for the Christmas parade so they can 247 
transport Town Council in the parade.  Chief Cimini invited Town Council and the public to stop by the 248 
station to see the truck.  The training maze was completed, and several other training props were being 249 
worked on.  The cost of the maze and props were funded by SAFER.  A letter was attached to the report 250 
that would be sent to all businesses, condos, and any building that had a standpipe system.  Chief Cimini 251 
said he was exercising his authority pursuant to NFPA 25 (National Fire Protection Association Fire 252 
Sprinkler and Standpipe Maintenance Guide) to allow owners to remove the hose lines from the system.  253 
The hose lines had to be maintained.  Several weeks ago he spoke with a resident who told him that they 254 
were charged $1,100 to have their hose tested, which was a requirement of the code.  Code allows the 255 
department to remove the individual hoses.  Chief Cimini preferred that the hoses be removed, because 256 
there was a risk that an untrained person might try to use it to fight a fire, and that would create a bigger 257 
issue.  This will be quite a savings for the businesses and owners.   258 
 259 
 Mayor Samples asked if removing the hoses would affect the ISO (Insurance Service 260 
Organization) rating.  Chief Cimini said it would not.   261 
 262 
 Chief Cimini said the emergency operation plan was almost completed.  It was in the 263 
administrator’s office for review.  He hoped it would be delivered to everyone with a week.  A town 264 
meeting would be scheduled for hurricane training for residents.  As soon as the date was set, it would be 265 
announced and published on the website.   266 
 267 
 Ms. Dodge said she saw the fire truck and she thought it was the neatest thing.  She looked 268 
forward to riding on it.   269 
 270 
 Mayor Samples said he also saw the fire truck.  He wanted to make sure there was not any tax 271 
money being used to support it.  It was all being done based on donations.  Chief Cimini reiterated that 272 
the SAFER volunteers were funding the truck.  Mayor Samples asked with respect to the July 4 273 
concessions stand whether SAFER or the town received the revenue.  Chief Cimini said SAFER.  Mayor 274 
Samples said they could discuss that again in terms of accounting. 275 
 276 
 ii.  Police.  Chief Keziah presented the written report, a copy of which is on file.  He was pleased 277 
to announce that a new officer was hired to fill a vacancy.  The new officer was certified and formerly 278 
worked for the Mullins police department as a patrol supervisor.  He should complete field training and be 279 
on the road by the weekend.  There was only one use of force during the month of June, which was 280 
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unusual for June.  They were very pleased with that number.  There were no injuries to the officer and no 281 
property damage.  Lieutenant Hoffman and Chief Keziah attended a free workshop in Columbia on June 282 
20th that dealt with crime prevention relating to environmental designs for churches.  They were now 283 
certified them to meet with interested area churches to perform a site survey and offer some tips for crime 284 
prevention relating to bushes, lighting, and parking lot layout.  They were looking forward to implementing 285 
that program.  The US Marshall’s Task Force, with the assistance of Sergeant Bailey who was assigned 286 
to the task force, cleared 25 outstanding town warrants, and collected over $9,200 in outstanding bonds 287 
and fines.  On June 14th the department participated in a donut eating contest at Krispy Kreme (laughter) 288 
to raise money for Special Olympics.  On June 27th the Town Hall Meeting was held at Journey Church to 289 
introduce the command staff and department to the public.  There was a small turnout, but he understood 290 
the summer season affected attendance.  They were trying to judge interest in the neighborhood watch 291 
and the community patrol officer program that were being offered.  He believed there was great interest in 292 
them, and plans to hold quarterly meetings.  He said everyone should save the date of August 9th when 293 
the department would hold its annual pancake charity dinner at the Golden Egg; 100-percent of the 294 
proceeds will be donated to Special Olympics.  All the food will be donated by area food companies and 295 
the Golden Egg.  Last year the department raised $4,900 that was donated and stayed in Horry County.  296 
Chief Keziah said moving municipal court bonding to Horry County started on July 1st and the process 297 
went very smoothly.  He appreciated Town Council’s support.  He had already seen a decrease in some 298 
man hours and some savings in gasoline.   299 
 300 
 Mr. Stevens referred to the last page of the report and asked for an explanation of the sector 301 
map.  Chief Keziah said this was the community officer program that was implemented to basically divide 302 
the town into four sectors and a corporal assigned to each sector.  The corporals are shift supervisors, 303 
and are responsible for answering complaints from the respective sectors.  The corporals are now the 304 
point of contact for citizens within the sector to discuss any issues; the corporal will be responsible for 305 
opening up a quality of life case and do his best to take whatever steps necessary to resolve the issue.         306 
 307 
 Ms. Kohlmann encouraged everyone to attend the next crime watch meeting.  She said you don’t 308 
have to participate actively, but you would learn a lot from going to the meetings.  It sounds like everyone 309 
would be out there looking for crimes, but it was very educational and would open your eyes to a lot of 310 
different things. 311 
 312 
 Ms. Dodge thought the sectoring was great.  She looked forward to seeing it work.  She believed 313 
it really would, and it brought the force and the community together.  She thanked Chief Keziah so much 314 
for trying it. 315 
 316 
 Mr. Stevens asked how many people signed up for the Citizens Police Academy that starts 317 
Thursday night.  Chief Keziah said 13 were registered, which was a good number for the pilot program.  318 
He invited Town Council to attend some of the sessions.  He also planned to invite the media to attend to 319 
publicize the academy.   320 
 321 
 ii.  Planning, Building and Zoning.  Ms. Morris presented the written report, a copy of which is 322 
on file.  Staff issued 93 permits in May, which was down from 95 permits issued in May 2012; 68 323 
inspections were performed; 86 business licenses were issued, which included license renewals; 16 plan 324 
reviews were performed, and there were several consultations with property owners.  This was the 325 
season when the department receives many complaints about high grass, abandoned homes, and 326 
signage in the rights-of-way.  Those complaints were handled on a case-by-case basis.  A call was 327 
received from the police department about a home that was in foreclosure and was being illegally used by 328 
individuals.  Steps were being taken to have the house secured and made safe.  Staff is now working on 329 
weekends.  Over the past three weekends, 41 illegal signs were removed; three persons were stopped 330 
while building without permits, and several other small zoning violations were found.  They will continue to 331 
work weekends as long as it appeared to be necessary.  The proposed updated Comprehensive Plan 332 
was received from Waccamaw Regional Council of Governments.  The draft will be distributed to Town 333 
Council for review and comment, hopefully, this week.  A public hearing is required to be held before 334 
Town Council and will be done within the next month or so.  The goal is to have the plan adopted in early 335 
September.  She and the public works director were working on the comprehensive planning plan for 336 
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Ocean Boulevard.  The draft is expected to be prepared for review during October.  A call was received 337 
from DNR (Department of Natural Resources), FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) last 338 
week about a community assistance visit in regards to the CRS (Community Rating System) inspection, 339 
and that was scheduled for Thursday, July 11.  They will review permits, making property visits, and CRS 340 
activities for the town to determine the town’s CRS rating.        341 
 342 
 Mayor Samples asked how long it would take the reviewers to determine the rating.  Ms. Morris 343 
said typically, the inspector can tell on that day whether the town could at least stay at the current rating.  344 
The data is reviewed and within two to three weeks a decision should be delivered.  She hoped the rating 345 
could be reported at the next council meeting.   346 
 347 
 C.  Administrator’s Report – Update on Current Events.
 349 

   348 

 i.  Update on Current Events.  Ms. Fellner said there were no consensus items at this meeting.  350 
Ms. Dodge asked at the last meeting about the history of filling in the small retention pond at the corner of 351 
Willow and 6th Avenue South.  A formal decision paper was written and scheduled for consideration in 352 
October 2012, but it was removed from the agenda, because they were waiting for a decision from the 353 
Army Corps of Engineers.  Mr. Adair will present the matter at the next meeting.  A resident mentioned at 354 
the last meeting that the Harbor Lights HOA (Homeowners Association) was concerned that the town had 355 
not yet moved forward to take over the roads in their development.  It was further stated that the town had 356 
all the necessary paperwork since January.  Just to inform Town Council and the public Ms. Fellner said 357 
the holdup was with the developer’s engineer.  The town requested additional information and had not 358 
received it.  The information has now been received.  Mr. Adair completed his review.  Ms. Fellner had 359 
made some specific recommendations with regard to the streets, and Ms. Morris was completing her 360 
review.  Ms. Fellner anticipated bringing the Harbor Lights roads to council for a decision sometime in 361 
August.  Some councilmembers may have noticed that the right-of-way on Surfside Drive in front of the 362 
farmers market was barricaded today.  That was due to increased parking causing ruts and damaging the 363 
grass.  Town staff repaired the area, but it was still fragile.  The excessive rain was a contributing factor, 364 
but all visitors needed to park in either the public parking in the business district on Surfside Drive, the fire 365 
station lot, or the town hall complex lot.  Event signage was posted to directing drivers to those locations.   366 
 367 
 Mr. Stevens asked if each parking meter on Ocean Boulevard had a personal identification 368 
number.  Ms. Fellner said yes, but there were some old meters being used throughout the town that did 369 
not have identification numbers.  Mr. Stevens asked if there were any old meters on Ocean Boulevard.  370 
Ms. Fellner did not believe so.  Mr. Stevens asked if she could provide Town Council with an up-to-date 371 
itemized statement of revenue for each individual parking meter on Ocean Boulevard as of the end of July 372 
4th week.  Ms. Fellner said that could be done, if it Town Council believed it was important and wanted the 373 
information now.  However, that would be a lot of work and there were other things right now that were 374 
taking staff time, because this is the busy season.  At the end of the summer season, Town Council 375 
would need to review the parking revenue and expenditures so that council could look at all the facts and 376 
figures.  Mr. Stevens said he asked because specifically on July 4th he noticed there were about 70 377 
parking meters being used on Ocean Boulevard and the rest of them were vacant.  The parking 378 
committee recommended that the town adopt a policy to allow parking by permit only on side streets from 379 
Ocean Boulevard and Dogwood Drive.  It seemed to him that the problem was that people were not using 380 
metered parking, because they found free parking on side streets.  He said, as a matter of fact, they were 381 
parking as far away as the library.  The library was closed on July 4th, but the parking lot was full at eleven 382 
o’clock.  Ms. Fellner understood what he was saying, but Town Council did not give further direction on 383 
the parking committee recommendation. 384 
 385 
 Mayor Samples said point of information, July 4th was always the town’s busiest parking day.  It 386 
was not surprising that there was parking at the library.  In fact, it would not have surprised him if there 387 
had been parking beyond the library, given the number of people who came into town.  He knew there 388 
certainly was last year.  Mayor Samples could not speak about this year, because he did not drive around 389 
town to see where people were parking.   390 
 391 
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 Mr. Stevens was talking about the middle of the day from eleven o’clock to two o’clock, which was 392 
one o’clock sometime [sic] that was the main time that people went to the beach.  He realized that the 393 
fireworks event had people parking as far up as Hollywood and up Surfside Drive.  He rode around 394 
checking the boulevard and noticed people were not using parking meters like they should, but were 395 
parking all over the place.  They were blocking very many intersections.  There were about 30 cars 396 
parked on 7th Avenue North.  The parking committee tried to recommend things and he thought it would 397 
be wise to take a look at it the first half of the year.  Mr. Stevens said that was just his personal opinion.   398 
 399 
 Ms. Kohlmann said she wondered if it would make it easier for the administrator, and asked if she 400 
did get daily numbers; she got printouts on revenues.  Ms. Fellner said she received daily reports, but the 401 
reports were not broken down by meter.  Ms. Fellner said Mr. Stevens was asking for revenue for each 402 
meter, which would involve a lot of work.  Ms. Kohlmann said that was a separate kind of issue.  Lanier 403 
generated a report for the town every day that gave the revenue as a whole.  Ms. Fellner said right.  Ms. 404 
Kohlmann said it would be a whole another task. 405 
 406 
 Mayor Samples said he would be happy to share with all members of council some information, 407 
which he was provided, because he asked for it.  He expressed concern over the first three months of 408 
collections.  During the month of June the town netted about $16,000 and only $5,900 in the three 409 
previous months.  Historically, July was the busiest parking month.  He appreciate the interest and desire 410 
to manage the matter, but he thought it was suggested earlier that Town Council evaluate the parking 411 
season in its entirety rather than in the middle of the season.  At that time, he thought the very specific 412 
information Mr. Stevens asked for would be valuable for council to review.  Ms. Fellner agreed.  Mayor 413 
Samples said a separate issue was the recommendation made by the parking committee.  If it was Town 414 
Council’s desire to take action on that recommendation, any member was more than welcome to suggest 415 
some direction and council would be polled to determine interest on proceeding.   416 
 417 
 Mr. Stevens said that was exactly what he would like to see.  He believed on January 22nd the 418 
parking committee recommended only 30 at the most, stretching it to 60, meters and the town ended up 419 
with 134.   420 
 421 
 Mayor Samples said frankly, he did not recall that point of information.  While he understood what 422 
he heard outside of meetings, and he understood that people had made statements, he did not believe 423 
that was stated in a committee meeting, except in conjunction with a statement that the committee 424 
wanted to eliminate parking on Ocean Boulevard.   425 
 426 
 Mr. Stevens said no, sir.  January 22nd, he believed was the date, chairman Harry Kohlmann and 427 
Gene Maruca both were quoted in the public minutes as saying 30 to 50 or 30 to 60. 428 
 429 
 Mayor Samples said Mr. Stevens was welcome to continue this discussion during council 430 
discussion, but right now they needed to move along to tend the business items on the agenda.              431 
 432 
 Mr. Stevens said that would be fine. 433 
 434 
 Right now, this was time for the administrator’s report, and asked if there were other questions for 435 
Ms. Fellner.  There were no other questions. 436 
  437 
 7.  BUSINESS.
 439 

   438 

 A.  Second Reading Ordinances 440 
 441 
 i.  #13-0751 to add §17-417 Docks on Town Lakes, Director Morris.  Ms. Fellner said that 442 
Town Council may wish to defer second reading, because staff had not yet heard from the Municipal 443 
Association of South Carolina (MASC) was still researching whether or not allowing docks on the town’s 444 
stormwater retention ponds would increase the town’s liability insurance premiums.  Even though an 445 
opinion was requested right after the last council meeting, MASC was still researching the matter.  She 446 
wanted to make sure that Town Council had all the facts so an informed decision could be made. 447 
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 448 
 Mayor Samples asked what council desired.  Ms. Mabry preferred to hear from MASC before 449 
making a decision.  Several members verbally agreed.  Mayor Samples said the ordinance would be 450 
deferred to another council meeting. 451 
 452 
 ii. #13-0752 to adopt 2012 International Building Codes, Director Morris.  Ms. Morris said this 453 
ordinance was presented at the last Town Council meeting for first reading to allow adoption of the 454 
mandatory 2012 International Building Code, which included the 2012 International Residential Code; 455 
2012 International Building Code; 2012 International Plumbing Code; 2012 International Fire Code; 2012 456 
International Mechanical Code; 2012 International Fuel Gas Code; 2009 International Energy 457 
Conservation Code, and 2011 National Electrical Code.  Ms. Morris reiterated that the State of South 458 
Carolina mandates adoption of these codes, and staff requested that Town Council approved second 459 
reading. 460 
 461 
 Mr. Smith moved to adopt second reading of Ordinance #13-0752 to adopt 2012 International 462 
Building Codes.  Mr. Stevens seconded.   463 
 464 
 Mr. Smith disagreed with a few sections of the code, and asked if she could bring local 465 
ordinances that would help in those areas.  Ms. Morris said she could.  Mr. Smith disagreed with the code 466 
to allow a one hour fire resistant wall, if a sprinkler system was installed.  He believed it should remain a 467 
two hour fire resistant wall with a sprinkler system.  He also believed the distance between the bathtub 468 
and water closet should be no less than 15 inches instead of 12 inches, which would allow room for the 469 
shower curtain.   470 
 471 
 Mayor Samples asked councilmembers whether they agreed with Mr. Smith’s recommendations. 472 
 473 
 Mr. Stevens believed those were good ideas.  Some other members responded affirmatively.  No 474 
members responded negatively.  475 
 476 
 Mr. Johnson asked what the logic was for recommending a one hour instead of a two hour wall.   477 
 478 
 Mr. Smith replied that the current code requires two hours; the new code will allow a one hour 479 
wall when sprinkler systems were installed.  He believed the walls should remain a two hour rated wall.   480 
 481 
 Mr. Johnson apologized; he misunderstood and thought the recommendation was to reduce the 482 
fire rating to one hour. 483 
 484 
 Ms. Mabry asked if the town was allowed to change the code if it was adopted.  Ms. Morris said 485 
according to legal counsel, the town must adopt the code as written.  However, the code standards are 486 
minimum requirements.  The town can adopt its own ordinances with more stringent requirements.  Ms. 487 
Mabry asked if that would be done in a separate ordinance.  Ms. Morris said that was correct. 488 
 489 
 All voted in favor.  MOTION CARRIED.  Mayor Samples asked Ms. Morris to bring an ordinance 490 
to address Mr. Smith’s recommended changes. 491 
 492 
 iii.  #13-0753 to adopt 2012 Property Maintenance Codes.  Director Morris. 493 
 494 
 Mr. Smith moved to adopt second reading of Ordinance #13-0753 to adopt the 2012 Property 495 
Maintenance Codes.  Mr. Stevens seconded.  All voted in favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 496 
 497 
 B.  First Reading Ordinance #13-0754 to amend Town Council Travel Per Diem 498 
Reimbursement, Councilmember Smith.  Mr. Smith said there was some discussion at the last meeting 499 
about an article in the Municipal Association’s magazine about per diem and how it should be treated.  He 500 
thought just to make it clear that they should amend the ordinance to say that the councilmembers shall 501 
not be required to return unspent travel days per diem, but that the town would follow the IRS regulations 502 
when unspent travel days per diem is taxable.  According to the information that he was provided by the 503 
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administrator, there was quite a bit of documentation on that, and the proper procedure for council to 504 
follow was to have the town report the per diem in Box 12 on the W-2 form with a code of L, and then the 505 
councilmembers would fill out form 2106 Employee Business Expenses to properly account for their per 506 
diem expenses, and that was the reason he was suggesting that council adopt the amendment.      507 
  508 
 Mr. Smith moved to adopt first reading of Ordinance #13-0754.  Mr. Stevens seconded.   509 
 510 
 Ms. Mabry asked if she could amend the motion.  Mayor Samples said certainly.   Ms. Mabry said 511 
the reason she wanted to amend was obviously, she had…  Mayor Samples asked Ms. Mabry to first 512 
state her amendment.  Ms. Mabry moved to amend the motion on travel expenses, particularly per diem.  513 
She asked if that was enough.  Mayor Samples said Ms. Mabry should be specific. 514 
 515 
 Mr. Johnson also said specific. 516 
 517 
 Ms. Mabry moved to specifically amend travel per diem reimbursement for the Town of Surfside 518 
Beach; the motion that was on the floor. 519 
 520 
 Mayor Samples did not believe that was sufficient in that there was an ordinance that was 521 
provided to all councilmembers, and a motion was made to adopt the proposed ordinance, and seconded.  522 
So, Ms. Mabry needed to state the desired changes or offer a substitute motion; he asked the 523 
parliamentarian.   524 
 525 
 Ms. Mabry asked how the motion should be worded. 526 
 527 
 Mayor Samples said the parliamentarian was not to state how the motion should be worded, but if 528 
he was correct, Ms. Mabry was allowed to introduce a substitute ordinance as an amendment and it 529 
would be voted on.  Otherwise, Ms. Mabry had to be specific with respect to the document presented for 530 
adoption and her specific changes that she wished to make to the ordinance.   531 
 532 
 Ms. Kohlmann said since it was first reading she asked Ms. Mabry’s changes could be offered at 533 
second reading. 534 
 535 
 Mayor Samples said Ms. Mabry could, but he asked the parliamentarian for a response.  Ms. 536 
Herrmann said if Ms. Mabry wanted to offer an amendment to change language, she should cite the 537 
language that she wanted to remove and provide the proposed language that she desired.  That was 538 
typically how an amendment was handled.  Mayor Samples said that was correct.   539 
 540 
 Ms. Mabry moved to remove the entire proposed wording and substitute it with:  541 
 542 

The Town of Surfside Beach will reimburse elected officials for approved business and 543 
training travel. The town administrator will have final approval, or when there is a dispute, 544 
reimbursement shall be decided by duly approved motion taken by Town Council at a 545 
regularly scheduled public council meeting. The town clerk, or other assigned personnel, 546 
shall make all travel arrangements.  Town Councilmembers shall be notified of upcoming 547 
events and the appropriate times to submit registration requests, specifying their lodging, 548 
travel, rental cars, and other needs when deemed appropriate. 549 
 550 
Elected officials will be given a per diem of eighty dollars ($80) per travel day for 551 
overnight travel.  This money is approved for meals, tips, parking, and all necessary 552 
expenses incurred when traveling.  Alcoholic beverages shall not be included for 553 
reimbursement.   Receipts shall be submitted to the town clerk within thirty (30) days. All 554 
unused per diem money will be returned to the town within thirty (30) days, along with 555 
receipts for expenditures. Should any councilmember fail to report expenses within thirty 556 
days from the last travel date, he or she shall forfeit expense reimbursement.  If the 557 
councilmember fails to comply, future per diem is forfeited. 558 
 559 
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Current IRS mileage rates shall apply when an elected official uses a personal vehicle for 560 
travel.  561 
 562 
A companion may accompany an elected official when the presence of a companion will 563 
not interfere with the successful completion of business objectives.  Per SC Code §5-7-564 
170, the Town of Surfside Beach shall not pay for any expense for any traveling 565 
companion of an elected official. This includes any events that the official chooses to 566 
attend, meals, tips, travel arrangements, or any other expenses incurred by the 567 
companion while traveling.    568 
 569 
Expenses that shall be reimbursed with prior approval may include the following:  airfare, 570 
train travel in coach or economy class or the lowest available fare; car rental fees for mid-571 
sized or compact car; accommodations are reimbursed at the negotiated rates published 572 
by the Municipal Association or event sponsor, and all expenses to and from the airport.  573 
 574 
Abuse of this travel expense policy, including falsifying expense report is prohibited. 575 
 576 

 Ms. Mabry believed the reason councilmembers needed to bring expense …  Mayor Samples 577 
interrupted and called for a second to amend the motion.  The motion to amend died for lack of a second.  578 
Mayor Samples called for discussion on the motion. 579 
 580 
 Mayor Samples called for discussion on the primary motion and recognized Ms. Mabry. 581 
 582 
 Ms. Mabry said first of all, this was public money.  The council was held to a higher standard.  583 
She spoke with Cathy Hazelwood, attorney for the South Carolina Ethics Commission, and this language 584 
was what they recommended.  This was the public’s money being spent.  The town was not a private 585 
business where a boss was giving her $80 a day, God bless her, if she ate soup and got to keep the rest 586 
of the money.  What the proposed ordinance said was that councilmembers would keep the rest.  Ms. 587 
Mabry said she wanted everyone to know that these were the invitations (held up several invitations) that 588 
she had received to go out to dinner, to go to receptions, to go to breakfasts, and to do all these things 589 
that somebody else was going to pay for while she was in Greenville at the Municipal Association 590 
Meeting; paid for by a third party when the council goes for travel and training.  She said she would not 591 
use her $80 a day.  There was no way one person was going to do it.  She reiterated that she would not.  592 
She felt like the public was entitled to have the money returned to the town.  She was certainly entitled to 593 
have a meal, or to pay for her parking, but the public was entitled to what she did not spend.  It should 594 
come back to the town.  Ms. Mabry thought it was wrong on every level for the councilmembers to take it 595 
and put in their pockets. 596 
 597 
 Mr. Stevens asked in the event that Ms. Mabry’s suggestion was adopted, if it would cost the 598 
town staff time.  He said there was inherent cost, no matter which method was adopted and asked what 599 
kind of money would be spent in staff time to process expense reports.   600 
 601 
 Ms. Kohlmann would not be opposed to Ms. Mabry’s suggestion, but she would like to have seen 602 
it before the meeting, because it was very wordy and meaty.  She did not attend those functions; she 603 
received the invitations, but she did not attend, not because she did not like people, she did not like 604 
spending taxpayer money on big dinners and dances and stuff like that.  She reiterated that she would 605 
have liked to see the proposal before the meeting so she could have digested it.  Ms. Kohlmann said she 606 
did not go very many places, but she agreed with that.    607 
 608 
 Mayor Samples said as Ms. Kohlmann pointed out, this is only first reading.  The opportunity to 609 
make changes still exists.   610 
 611 
 Ms. Dodge said she worked for both federal and state governments.  If they traveled and were 612 
given money ahead of time, they returned any unspent portion of that money immediately when they 613 
returned.  She really thought that was how it should be done with town money.  Councilmembers were 614 
using town people’s tax money to travel with and it should be specifically for travel; not anything else.  If it 615 
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meant a little bit of record keeping, so be it.  That was part of the travel.  Ms. Dodge said that was how 616 
she felt.   617 
 618 
 Mayor Samples agreed with Ms. Dodge and Ms. Mabry.  There were two ways of handling per 619 
diem.  In the old days, councilmembers used to get reimbursed, although they could get an advance, for 620 
actual expenses.  Now, there was no expense report required, and the council was awarded, it was 621 
essentially an award, of $80 per day.  He was not in favor of it when it was presented originally, and he 622 
believed the record would show he voted against it in the end, and he could guarantee them that he 623 
moved to propose a lower amount, and that was also defeated.  Mayor Samples said that he did not like 624 
the language that was put in the proposed ordinance; the last sentence that states “The town shall follow 625 
Federal IRS regulations on when unspent travel days per diem is taxable income.”  The town has nothing 626 
to do with it; the people receiving the money were the ones that had to follow the IRS regulations.  His 627 
concern was that with that language included, in this litigious society that we live in, if anybody ever got 628 
on the hook for per diem reporting that they would point to the town ordinance and the town would be the 629 
one who bore some responsibility.  Mayor Samples said for the record that “I saw the administrator 630 
nodding.”  He believed the proposed ordinance needed some more work.  While he did not like the 631 
dances and the good times that people had, there was some work that actually happened at the events, 632 
and it was a cost of doing business.  They obviously had to know and network with other elected officials, 633 
and certainly in Columbia with the Legislative Delegation and that sort of thing.  There was a function that 634 
was performed.  Mayor Samples believed the councilmembers should only be reimbursed for expenses 635 
and he thought to award a flat rate was an abuse.   636 
 637 
 Mr. Smith said that when the $80 was adopted that was the number that Mayor Samples 638 
proposed, because the number presented by the then administrator was higher.  The other thing about 639 
the town following the Federal IRS Regulations was that the requirement was that it be properly reported 640 
on the W-2; that was what was meant by following the regulations.  This type per diem would be reported 641 
in Box 12 with a code of L on the W-2, and that was the reason for that statement.   642 
 643 
 Mayor Samples said he stood corrected; but, he thought the principle was the same.  They were 644 
proposing a higher rate.  It was hard to remember everything.  He still thought $80 was too high.   645 
 646 
 Mr. Stevens said like Ms. Kohlmann said he would have liked to have seen the information before 647 
the meeting.  But, that was okay.  He understood Mr. Smith’s version, and he understood Ms. Mabry’s 648 
version.  He did not understand why the Municipal Association held its meeting in Hilton Head during 649 
peak season, but he did not make those rules.  The councilmembers always needed to watch out for 650 
taxpayers’ money.  That was council’s job.  If staff could present some type of simple expense report that 651 
did not take a rocket scientist to figure out, he did not have any problem with noting expenses.  He 652 
thought councilmembers should be open and transparent when they do things.  He also knew if you mess 653 
around with the IRS, they would take care of you, too.  Mr. Stevens thought what needed to be done was 654 
to ask Ms. Mabry if staff could present something.  Council should probably go ahead with first reading, 655 
and then Ms. Mabry could make an amendment at second reading so the full council would have time to 656 
digest it. 657 
 658 
 Mr. Smith withdrew his motion to adopt first reading saying there seemed to be a lot of confusion 659 
and discussion, and so he did not think it was appropriate to go forward.  Mr. Stevens withdrew the 660 
second.   661 
 662 
 Mayor Samples asked Ms. Mabry and Mr. Stevens if they would work together to bring a 663 
proposal.  Ms. Mabry said she did not mind at all working with Mr. Stevens.  Mayor Samples said that Mr. 664 
Johnson was welcome to sit on the review committee, if he wished.  Mr. Johnson said he would consider 665 
it.  (Laughter.) 666 
 667 
 C.  Eastern Surfing Association, request to use beach on September 7 for surfing contest, 668 
Dr. Tom Chandler, Regional President.  Dr. Chandler presented a request from the Eastern Surfing 669 
Association (ESA,) which was the largest amateur surfing association in the United States.  ESA started 670 
in 1967, and surfing contests have been held in this district for as long as he could remember.  Contests 671 
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were held from Cherry Grove to Pawleys Island.  There were six contests scheduled this year, one of 672 
which was the contest planned on September 7th, for which he was asking Town Council permission to 673 
hold in Surfside Beach.  There were previous contests held in Surfside Beach, and they were always well 674 
attended.  There are about 80 surfers of all ages, from 5 years old and up to middle aged individuals.  675 
ESA is a family-oriented, nonprofit association.  The contests were for the kids and they were a lot of fun.  676 
His request was for the weekend of September 7th; typically the event is finished in one day, but 677 
sometimes they might run over to the next day.  The contest generally starts at eight o’clock in the 678 
morning, and ends at about six o’clock in the afternoon.  ESA has a beach presence of a 10 x 20 foot 679 
administrative tent, a 10 x 10 judges tent, American and South Carolina flags, and two beach flags to 680 
delineate the surfing area.  While the contest is open, they try to keep other swimmers out of the area for 681 
safety reasons.  They use a very small generator that provides power for the sound system and time 682 
clock.  No alcohol is allowed; nothing would be done or sold for profit.  Water and food would be provided 683 
for the competitors.  Dr. Chandler reiterated his request for permission to hold the ESA surfing contest the 684 
weekend of September 7th.   685 
 686 
 Mayor Samples thanked Dr. Chandler for requesting permission well in advance so that Town 687 
Council could consider it.  Sometimes requests were made the weekend before an event.   688 
 689 
 Ms. Kohlmann asked what the exact location would be on the beach; would it be 13th Avenue 690 
South to Melody Lane.  She asked what the fee schedule was for the event, and if there was any cost to 691 
the town.  Dr. Chandler said at 13th Avenue South and about 75 yards of the beach.  The contestants 692 
have to be members of the ESA; the contest fee was $25.  There was no cost to the town.  Ms. Kohlmann 693 
suggested that Dr. Chandler meet with recreation supervisor Ellis to advise her of the event.  Dr. 694 
Chandler said he would do that.   695 
 696 
 Mr. Stevens noted that insurance coverage was provided that showed coverage of $2 million 697 
general aggregate; $1 million products; $1 million personal injury; $1 million each occurrence; $300,000 698 
fire damage, and $5,000 medical expenses/one person.  He asked if the Town would be named as a third 699 
party insured.   700 
 701 
 Mayor Samples said an insurance endorsement was required, and asked if Dr. Chandler was 702 
waiting for Town Council to give the event approval before adding the town.   Dr. Chandler said the town 703 
had actually already been added; the endorsement would be sent to Ms. Herrmann.  Mayor Samples 704 
introduced administrator Fellner to Dr. Chandler and said either Ms. Fellner or Ms. Herrmann could assist.   705 
 706 
 Ms. Kohlmann moved to permit Eastern Surfing Association to use the beach in Surfside Beach 707 
on September 7, 2013 for a surfing contest.  Mr. Stevens.  All voted in favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 708 
 709 
 Dr. Chandler thanked Town Council and asked for approval to complete the event the next day, 710 
September 8th, if they were not finished on the 7th.   711 
 712 
 Ms. Kohlmann moved to amend the motion to include September 7 and 8, if need be.  Ms. Dodge 713 
seconded.  All voted in favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 714 
 715 
 D.  Dog Park Fees (pursuant to Public Hearing, Item 6 above.)    716 
 717 
 Ms. Kohlmann moved to suspend rules to allow discussion.  Ms. Mabry seconded.  All voted in 718 
favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 719 
 720 
 Ms. Kohlmann wanted to clarify for everybody at the meeting about the dog park fees.  She 721 
understood that some people believed a fee was a tax; whatever they wanted to call it.  She looked at it a 722 
little differently.  Ms. Kohlmann said she was a dog owner.  Every year she went to town hall and bought 723 
a dog license, because that was what responsible pet owners did.  She paid $10 for the license, and her 724 
dog did not go to the dog park, but she still got a dog license.  People did not seem to understand that a 725 
license for a dog had a lot of roles.  It helped the police department; if her dog went across the street and 726 
bit a young child, and the police came to her house, they would be able to immediately identify that her 727 
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dog was up-to-date on its vaccines.  It also calmed the fears of the family members and shortened the 728 
time for emergency response.  That was one aspect of it.  Another was that if her dog ran away from her, 729 
and an officer found her dog, it would be easier to find her to return her animal to her.  There were places 730 
all over the United States, in most of the towns and villages and cities that you go to, where that was a 731 
requirement for dog owners, and that was the right thing to do.  There was no additional fee for the dog 732 
park in Surfside Beach that she was aware of.  For nonresidents, the license fee was also $10.  She just 733 
wanted to share and hoped she was not boring everybody, but she liked facts, and she liked to look at 734 
things.  From June 2012 to June 2013 there were 120 residents in the Town of Surfside Beach that got 735 
dog licenses, which resulted in $1,200.  During the same period of time there were 112 nonresidents, 736 
which resulted in $1,120.  The total was $2,320 in revenue.  As of June 1st of this year to today, there 737 
were 96 residents that got dog tags.   That’s $960.  There were only four nonresidents.  Now, one of 738 
those nonresidents was actually a nonresident property owner, and she hoped that they would change 739 
that $30 back to $10 and then they would be down twenty bucks right off the bat.  Ms. Kohlmann believed 740 
that if they raised the nonresident rates, they were shooting themselves in the foot, because from what 741 
she gathered, information from speaking to different sources, people were coming in and asking for a 742 
nonresident dog license to be able to utilize the park.  When they are told $30, they turned around and 743 
walked out the door.  That only four nonresidents bought licenses was evidence that they were down, 744 
because it you took the numbers and divided them, there should be about nine or 10 people a month 745 
getting dog licenses.  The town would not get that number anymore.  Not only that, but nobody would pay 746 
it, if they did not want to.  The licenses are not policed.  Ms. Kohlmann said let us not put fees or 747 
ordinances in place that would not be followed through on.  She thought this was giving the town a bad 748 
image.  She considered the situation differently than others, and she knew that, and that was fine.  She 749 
understood that many people disliked comparing dogs to children, but for some people their pets were 750 
their children.  It was their right to believe so.  But when they come on vacation and took their kids to the 751 
park, was the town going to start charging people that are not residents to use the parks and play tennis?  752 
Those were all amenities that were here that the town provides.  The dog park was a further amenity, and 753 
friendships were made at the dog park.  Whether they lived on Surfside Drive or in Deerfield; friendships 754 
were formed.  She thought that they needed to remember that when they were discussing the dog park 755 
tonight.  Ms. Kohlmann thought they would end up losing revenue.  Instead of what was being done with 756 
the dog park, she would love to see an educational program for the residents in the Town of Surfside 757 
Beach.  She believed that a lot of people in town did not even know that a dog license was required. They 758 
just assumed that they had a dog and it was fine; they did not need to have a license unless they wanted 759 
to use the dog park.  Ms. Kohlmann wanted Mr. Adair to let people know that everyone needs to register 760 
their dogs and pay $10, and there was a reason for it.  It was for health and safety reasons more than 761 
anything else, and if you bought a dog license, then you could use the dog park.  When she was 762 
campaigning, she knew that every other councilmember did, too, when you knocked on the doors in town, 763 
and some places had three dogs, not just one or two.  There were hundreds of dogs in the Town of 764 
Surfside Beach, and yet, there were only 120 that were registered.  That was a loss of revenue and it was 765 
not very good when coming to the health and safety of the people of the town.  She was not in favor of 766 
raising the dog park rates.  Ms. Kohlmann said she was for $10 across the board for everybody; let them 767 
all play, and that was how she felt.   768 
 769 
 Mr. Johnson completely agreed with Ms. Kohlmann’s comments.  The dog park was an amenity.  770 
The town was a small town and should not be taxing or throwing taxes on the back of the visitors.  It 771 
should be welcoming these people, instead of tax, tax, tax, fee, fee, fee.  It was just like the park.  Mr. 772 
Johnson was opposed to the $10 fee from the beginning, but he realized that there were some 773 
administrative costs and some revenue was needed.  He was totally against an increase in all the fees, 774 
especially for the nonresidents.  To him it just did not make sense. 775 
 776 
 Ms. Mabry also disagreed with raising the fees for anyone.  The town depended on people 777 
coming into town.  She loved to give facts, and said the Town of Surfside Beach 4-percent property 778 
assessment residents, the residents that vote, pay $340,600 a year in property taxes.  The nonresident 779 
property owners that pay taxes based on a 6-percent assessment were short just $7 paying $2 million in 780 
property taxes.  The rest of the revenue comes from hospitality taxes, accommodations taxes, business 781 
licenses, franchise fees, and other ways.  The town was tourist related town.  Ms. Mabry did not know that 782 
in town residents paid so little in property taxes.  The in town residents did not pay enough in property 783 
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taxes to operate the town for one month.  According to the administrator at the budget meeting, it cost 784 
about $554,000 a month to run the town.  The citizens’ property taxes pay about $340,600.  The town had 785 
to be welcoming; there was no choice.  She said $10 was nothing, and she also added that service dogs 786 
should not have to pay anything.  Individuals with handicapped licenses do not pay for parking; owners of 787 
service dogs should certainly not have to pay for a tag. 788 
 789 
 Ms. Dodge agreed that service dogs should not have to pay, but town residents pay a pretty good 790 
amount of taxes.  When people come from outside, everywhere they had ever gone, to every state, 791 
almost every state in the Union, they expect visitors to pay part of the cost that they absorb on providing 792 
amenities for everybody.  She did not see that asking for a little bit from someone from outside the town 793 
who brings their dog here, because they did not have another place to take the dog; she did not think they 794 
should mind paying.   795 
 796 
 Mr. Stevens agreed with Ms. Dodge, Ms. Mabry, and Ms. Kohlmann.  They all had their points.  797 
Sarah Andrews spoke very loud and clear at the last meeting.  She was a second homeowner that pays a 798 
lot of property tax.  Mr. Stevens had no idea how much second owners paid until Ms. Kohlmann told him 799 
what she paid on her house on 7th Avenue; it was five times what he paid on his residence.  He was glad 800 
he did not have a second home.  Those people pay property taxes and they deserve every right to use 801 
everything.  Mr. Stevens said he was glad the town was not Lexington, South Carolina, because he saw 802 
in a news release that back in late March or early April, the Lexington Town Council decided to charge 803 
the residents $30 a year for the first dog, and $15 for each additional dog.  They charge nonresidents 804 
$50, and $25.  Mr. Stevens said the town was definitely a bargain.  As far as residents and nonresidents 805 
paying the same amount or nonresidents paying a little bit more, Mr. Stevens said he really did not have a 806 
dog in the fight, excuse his pun.  He agreed that it did cost a certain amount of money to run a dog park, 807 
although he did not know the amount.  He asked Ms. Fellner for a breakdown, so he would know.  Ms. 808 
Fellner said it cost about $3,500 a year, which included bags, chemicals, insecticides, fertilizer, fence 809 
repairs, water, weekly labor and those type things.  Mr. Stevens asked if that included property taxes.  810 
Ms. Fellner said the town is exempt from property taxes.  Mr. Stevens said that was good information to 811 
know, and said if it only cost $3,500 a year, and that was what he was waiting on to make his decision, 812 
then he agreed (**two speaking at once.)  Mr. Stevens said he agreed with Ms. Mabry; the fees did not 813 
need to be raised. 814 
 815 
 Mr. Smith had asked Ms. Fellner to make a recommendation and he believed it was sent to all the 816 
councilmembers.  He had sent Ms. Fellner some information about what he thought the numbers should 817 
be after Ms. Andrews spoke to council.  He said staff recommended the following registration rates for 818 
dogs, which would allow them to use the dog park:  residents, $10 per dog; nonresident property owners, 819 
$10 per dog; nonresidents who are not property owners, $30 for the first dog, and $15 for each additional 820 
dog; town employees, $10 per dog, and for tourists/weekly visitors, $10 per dog per week, which would 821 
allow tourists to pay $10.  If they did not want to use the dog park, they would not have to pay.  Mr. Smith 822 
believed those were pretty good numbers and it helped the nonresident property owner who already paid 823 
taxes.  The nonresident who did not own property, they were not necessarily contributing to the town, and 824 
just like they did on the parking, he thought nonresidents who were not property owners should pay a little 825 
bit more.   826 
 827 
 Mayor Samples said this was foolishness.  He did not know how else to describe it.  He could not 828 
believe that leaders in a town were wasting their time talking about how much they should be charging for 829 
dogs to go into the dog park.  He did not support any access fee.  There was a law on the books now for 830 
dogs.  Yes, in fact, all dogs in the Town of Surfside Beach must be tagged.  There was a $10 fee.  It had 831 
nothing to do with the dog park.  If council was going to talk about adding new taxes, and adding new 832 
fees, he wanted members to call it what it was.  This was a nickel and dime attempt to raise a little bit of 833 
money.  In fact, it would have an adverse affect.  Mayor Samples said believe it or not, people who live 834 
across Highway 17 in Deerfield and Caropines or in Garden City actually shop in the Town of Surfside 835 
Beach at our businesses.  What he was suggesting was that council needed to slow down; think about 836 
the impact of silly actions that this Town Council was contemplating.   837 
 838 
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 Mr. Stevens said this was introduced during the budget.  He did not think that Mr. Smith was 839 
being silly.  He was just looking at a way to offset cost.  It was a noble cause.  He said let us face it, there 840 
were places that charge and places that did not.  Mr. Stevens said he did not have a dog in hunt; in this 841 
fight, and he really did not care one way or the other.  He said that Ms. Kohlmann said we paid $2,120 842 
last year and it only cost $3,500 to run it, then it was pretty much… 843 
 844 
 Mayor Samples said if he may interrupt Mr. Stevens, Ms. Kohlmann made an excellent comment 845 
about adopting rules and ordinances that were not enforced.   846 
 847 
 Mr. Stevens thought that problem had existed for years.   848 
 849 
 Mayor Samples said he was not speaking about the past, but was speaking about tonight.  If 850 
somebody would move to reconvene regular session, the council could move on with business. 851 
 852 
 Mr. Johnson moved to reconvene regular session.  Ms. Mabry seconded.  All voted in favor.  853 
MOTION CARRIED. 854 
 855 
 Ms. Kohlmann moved that there would be no dog park fees and that the ordinance for the dog 856 
licensing for the Town of Surfside Beach remain as it is.  Mr. Stevens seconded.   857 
 858 
 Mr. Johnson asked if Ms. Kohlmann could restate the motion.   859 
 860 
 Ms. Kohlmann moved that the town would not have a dog park fees and that the ordinance 861 
requiring a $10 registration fee for dogs remain the same and in effect. 862 
 863 
 Mr. Stevens asked if that would be under the rules that existed before this was brought up during 864 
the budget. 865 
 866 
 Ms. Kohlmann said there was an ordinance in the books now for dog registration and that it would 867 
remain as is with no changes to it. 868 
 869 
 Mayor Samples said correct.   870 
 871 
 Ms. Mabry moved to amend the motion to include that service dog registration shall be exempt 872 
from fees.  Mr. Johnson second.  All voted in favor.  MOTION TO AMEND CARRIED. 873 
 874 
 Ms. Dodge said the people of this town foot the bill for everything.  If someone from outside of 875 
town comes in, our neighbors or so forth, she did not think they would be averse to helping out, and that 876 
was the reason for her comments.   877 
 878 
 Mayor Samples, Mayor Pro Tempore Mabry, and Councilmembers Johnson, Kohlmann, and 879 
Stevens voted in favor.  Councilmembers Dodge and Smith voted against.  MOTION CARRIED AS 880 
AMENDED.  Mayor Samples said there are no dog fees for the park in the Town of Surfside Beach. 881 
(Applause.)      882 
 883 
 Mayor Samples said Business Items E. and F. would be deferred until after executive session. 884 
 885 
 E.  Direction to Town Administrator regarding Contract Negotiation (may be deferred until 886 
after executive session.) 887 
 888 
 F.  Committee Appointments – (may be deferred until after executive session.) i.  889 
Recreation/Special Events Committee (reorganized 05/28/2013-5 vacancies); ii. Stormwater 890 
Committee (1 term expired); iii. Construction Board of Adjustments & Appeals (1 vacancy), and iv. 891 
Senior Citizens Committee (3 vacancies). 892 
 893 
   894 
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 9.  Discussion – any matters of concern or information to be discussed by Town Council. 895 
 896 
 Ms. Kohlmann wanted to reiterate about the education programs for the residents, because she 897 
really believed they did not know about the dog licensing, and she asked residents who went to the dog 898 
park if they could work with the town to help get the word out to people that they needed to go to town hall 899 
and register their dogs.  It was not about the $10 fee; it was about a health and safety issue.   900 
 901 
 Mayor Samples asked if Ms. Kohlmann would like the information to be shared in the next 902 
newsletter.   903 
 904 
 Ms. Kohlmann said certainly.  The second thing she wanted to say for the record was that “I’m 905 
sure people don’t want to hear this.  I’m gonna say it anyway.  I think that we need to wait until the end of 906 
the season before everybody starts screaming and yelling about the parking and doing added further 907 
things [sic.]  I saw it differently on 4th of July.  I saw 4th of July on the boulevard as packed everywhere; 908 
every meter just about taken.  Some people didn’t park correctly and they got tickets.  Other people 909 
probably got away with it.  That’s just a fact of life.  Do we have to be a little bit diligent with watching 910 
who’s doing our ticketing and all that kind of thing?  Absolutely, but that’s part of business.  But, making 911 
further changes in the middle of July, again, I think gives the town a black eye.  It is what it is.  We have to 912 
live with it.  But, I think we have to be adults and we have to evaluate what we have and see where we’re 913 
gonna go in the future, and we’re not gonna do that right now, in the middle of the summer.  So, I would 914 
hope that everybody can have patience and my point I was trying to make, not to put you on the spot, 915 
was actually I was trying to help you, that if somebody up here wanted to see what was going on with the 916 
money, is it available for us to come up so that you didn’t have to put things together.  That was what I 917 
was trying to say about the collection.” 918 
 919 
 Mr. Stevens said once again he thought it would behoove them to know how much each 920 
individual meter on the boulevard was bringing in.  They were kind of like a satellite receiver, they have 921 
their own personal identification number, and to know what each meter brought in; was it the meters 922 
closer to the pier bringing in more money, or the meters down at 16th Avenue.  He wanted to know that, if 923 
the administrator could get that information, he thought it would be valuable to council.  If the town was 924 
over metered, he wanted to know it.   925 
 926 
 Mayor Samples said to remember that a lot of people parked for free. 927 
 928 
 Mr. Stevens said he realized that; they park at the library. 929 
 930 
 Mayor Samples said they wanted people to be able to park for free.   931 
 932 
 Mr. Johnson said that he honestly thought that getting that information in the middle of the season 933 
would be a waste of staff time.  Council all agreed that the season would be evaluated at the end, 934 
because they knew that everything would have to be tweaked.  That was a foregone conclusion.  Mr. 935 
Johnson said the town was in the busy season when they made their money.  Staff was overworked as it 936 
was.  He saw no logic in having staff prepare this information midstream.   937 
 938 
 Mr. Stevens said he was trying to get some information that he thought would be valuable.  He 939 
did not care if the information was provided at the end of the season, if the administrator could identify the 940 
particular meters.  For example, the meter at 7th Avenue North on Ocean Boulevard, could he find out 941 
how much money that particular meter took at the end of the parking season.  Ms. Fellner said the 942 
answer was yes, except for the old meters that were still used throughout the town.  She reiterated that 943 
she was not opposed to providing that information at the end of the season, because Town Council would 944 
have to review all of that information, and that would be a logical time to do it.  Mr. Stevens asked if they 945 
could identify each meter number for each individual month.  He was just asking, because it was 946 
technology and he did not know how it worked.  Ms. Fellner said the transactions would be noted by date, 947 
depending on how the transaction took place.  There were multiple ways to track the information.  948 
Theoretically, that could be done, but that was like picking from a relational data base, and would require 949 
looking at a lot of different pieces of paper on a monthly basis.  She did not think that would be a good 950 
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process.  Mr. Stevens was only talking about Ocean Boulevard.  Ms. Fellner knew what he was talking 951 
about and said there were 136 meters on Ocean Boulevard.  Mr. Stevens said he knew that, and he was 952 
just wondering if they could identify how much they pulled in by a month basis or did it have to be done by 953 
a yearly basis.  Ms. Fellner said when the information was pulled it would be daily.  Mr. Stevens said 954 
okay.  Ms. Fellner continued saying when it was pulled all the information attached to that particular meter 955 
number would be provided; every single day, every single hour, whenever a transaction took place.  Mr. 956 
Stevens said so at the end of the season, and he did not have a problem waiting until the end of the 957 
season, if they can get that information, because he would like to know what each individual meter did.  958 
Ms. Fellner said that would not be a problem.  Mr. Stevens said okay, she had answered his question.     959 
 960 
 Mayor Samples (laughing) said he could not help himself, and continued saying it would be good 961 
to have all that information and then they could sell off meters to individuals in town, okay.  (Laughter) We 962 
could help raise revenue there and let them take ownership of the meter…but in all seriousness, Mayor 963 
Samples said some of the issues that were related, like the range of paid parking was currently from 964 
seven to seven.  In fact, it may make sense to adjust hours, if no revenue was being generated during 965 
that time.  Those were questions that could be noted and given to staff for research and then at the end of 966 
the season council could consider them.   967 
  968 
 9.  
 970 

PUBLIC COMMENTS – General Comments (5 minutes.) 969 

 “Glen Curtis, 257 Palladium.  I walk every single day the beach roads from Woodland on down to 971 
Surfside, and if you look, the meters are not filled until you get about to 3rd Avenue to Surfside pier.  972 
Surfside parking lot is just a constant load, so you can automatically see from there what goes on.  The 973 
second thing I wanted to say was 4th of July was fantastic.  You couldn’t get a shoehorn on that beach.  974 
The parking lot, you had to kill to get through, and you couldn’t do it.  Even the streets, with the music and 975 
everything else, it was terrific and I wouldn’t want to go any place else.  Thank you.” 976 
 977 
 “Ron Ott, 7th Avenue North.  Well, common sense I heard tonight, a little bit of common sense.  If 978 
you’re gonna put in a dog park, and you can’t afford it, (**) did do it, and I was amazed to find out that we 979 
actually charge to go in there.  I couldn’t believe it.  I said for what.  What’s in there.”  Mayor Samples and 980 
Ms. Kohlmann both said the town does not charge to use the dog park.  Mayor Samples said that was 981 
just not correct.  Mr. Ott:  “That’s not?  Well, what was the $30 for?  What’s the $10 for.”  (**several 982 
speaking at once.)  Mr. Stevens said that was only proposed.  Mayor Samples said just to answer the 983 
question, the current code requires all dogs in the Town of Surfside Beach to be registered, and there 984 
was a $10 fee.  Mr. Ott:  “Right, and you were gonna charge nonresidents…”  Mayor Samples said higher 985 
rates.  Mr. Ott:  “Higher rates.”  Mayor Samples said the registration fee got tied to the dog park, which 986 
was a mistake.  Mr. Ott:  “Yeah, but they (**two speaking at once.)”  Mayor Samples said Town Council 987 
rectified that tonight.  Mr. Ott:  “Alright, but you can walk on the beach for nothing, so.  It didn’t make any 988 
sense.  It didn’t make any sense at all, and there’s nothing in the dog park, but dirt, you know.  You know, 989 
I didn’t find anything in there.  (**multiple speakers in the audience) If P. L. ain’t there, there’s nothing in 990 
that little park at all.  If we can’t afford it, take it down.  You know, let ‘em stand there without the fence in.  991 
That’s all.  Thank you.” 992 
 993 
 “Hi, I’m Mary Anna Thompson, 210 South Hollywood.  To your point, Beth, I just want to add that 994 
you’re preaching to the choir when you’re talking about the people that use the dog park.  They are the 995 
ones that are registered.  You want to talk about the people that don’t bother that don’t take care of their 996 
animals.  The ones there are the dog park are the ones that actually pay the fee; they take care of their 997 
animals.  They actually take very good care to make sure that it’s cleaned.  That people pick up.  They 998 
will actually go and pick up what’s not theirs and tell people, hey, you gotta go clean up after your dog.  999 
So, I just want to say there is a need for education, because until the dog park came, I didn’t know there 1000 
was a $10 fee.  So, there’s a need for education, but the dog park has actually helped in that regard as 1001 
opposed to put a hindrance, and so you’re preaching to the choir.  So, thank you.” 1002 
 1003 
 “Ralph Magliette, Harbor Lights Drive.  I’d just like to talk very briefly about the ah, I sent an email 1004 
to member about a Surfside Beach food drive for the South Strand Helping Hand, and last year in August 1005 
of 2012 the Town of Surfside Beach sponsored a food drive for South Strand Helping Hand.  It was a 1006 
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success with over 1,300 pounds of food collected.  Food locations were town hall, the fire department, 1007 
Piggly Wiggly and Bi-Lo.  I hope that the Town of Surfside Beach would also again sponsor the food drive 1008 
in August of 2013.  South Strand Helping Hand is a crisis intervention center, which was established in 1009 
1986 by local churches to aid families and individuals in the greater Surfside Beach, Garden City area 1010 
who find themselves facing a time of crises or emergency.  Food is their most immediate and urgent 1011 
need.  With your support we can make a difference in the lives of those less fortunate in our community.  1012 
And, it’s good that we all talk about data, because data is data, and you only can make an objective 1013 
decision based on good data.  So, what I’d like to do very briefly is talk about the number of people that 1014 
South Strand Helping Hand helps, and I have data here which I collect up through the month of May, and 1015 
so for January and February, March, April, May as far as food, we helped 3,424 people with food.  We 1016 
helped 297 people pay their electric bill.  We gave 235 people clothing; 17 people diapers.  We helped 27 1017 
people with their water and sewer bill.  We helped 11 people with prescriptions; 15 people with lodging; 1018 
11 people with gas cards so they could get back to their families out of state; 3 people with propane.  So, 1019 
South Strand Helping Hand does a lot more than just provide food.  It also provides people with the tools 1020 
and things that they need to provide for their family.  So, I humbly ask the town to again consider 1021 
sponsoring the August 2013 food drive for South Strand Helping Hand.”  Mayor Samples asked if there 1022 
were any objections to sponsoring the food drive.  There were no objections; several members voiced 1023 
support and believed it should be sponsored.   1024 
 1025 
 Mr. Stevens said Mr. Magliette’s email message had three subjects that would be covered at the 1026 
library.  One was Sandy Island, he asked if he recalled the other two subjects.  Mr. Magliette:  “Oh yeah, 1027 
there were three programs going in at the library in July.  One of them is a talk on Sandy Island with 1028 
photographs and pictures and details on Sandy Island.  The second one was from Clemson University.   1029 
Dr. Forrester about fall gardening, and the third one was on genealogy, and those three are offered at the 1030 
library in the month of July.  I don’t have the exact dates with me, but they sound like three very good 1031 
programs.”  Mr. Stevens asked if the senior citizens committee sponsored them.  Mr. Magliette:  “That’s 1032 
sponsored through the library through Glenda Hemingway through input from Friends of the Library and 1033 
people like me who talk about what kind of programs we think might be of interest, not just me, but a 1034 
whole group of people, to provide programs which would be of interest to the people in the greater area of 1035 
Surfside Beach.” 1036 
 1037 
 Mayor Samples said for everyone’s information, the town website calendar has a list of library 1038 
events.   1039 
 1040 
 “Hello, Patricia Magliette, 104 Harbor Lights.  I’ll be quick.  I just wanted to clarify what my 1041 
husband said.  If you go to the South Strand Helping Hand they are a very tightly run organization.  As my 1042 
husband mentioned, they help with electric.  What they do is they give them the amount of money to 1043 
provide being, to keep them from being turned off with electric.  Also, they do employ a computer program 1044 
called Charity Tracker, which means that their clientele come to them like every eight weeks in crisis 1045 
mode, and this gets them past that.  It is very well organized and policed that you don’t have people just 1046 
saying they can go to South Strand instead of, you know, it is a very, very well run program.  Very tightly 1047 
ran, and I think it makes a good difference in the community that we’re able to support them with our 1048 
donations and our prayers.  Thank you.” 1049 
 1050 
 “John Ard, 612 Cypress Drive, Surfside.  I have a couple of things I’d like to say that I didn’t get to 1051 
say before, and all.   Back during the month of June, on June the 4th, my mother-in-law died, and I’d like 1052 
to thank the council and the town’s people, and especially Debra Herrmann for all the condolences, 1053 
flowers, food, and especially the prayers.  It just meant a lot to my family and everything, and I do thank 1054 
each and every one of you for it.  The week after we buried her, I had a heart catheterization, and I’d like 1055 
to thank everybody for the prayers and stuff on that, and again, especially Debra Herrmann, and thank 1056 
each and every one of you, and I do appreciate it and my family appreciates it very much.  I’m a little 1057 
concerned about these piers and stuff.  I’ve done some reading and it seems like whether it’s called a 1058 
conflict of interest here.  If you’re in a business deal or something, if you’re on the council, a committee, or 1059 
anything like that, if you get involved in something through the town while you’re on one of these, it’s a 1060 
conflict of interest, which means if you go out and you buy a house and you build a dock out there, you 1061 
buy a house for a certain amount, and you build a dock that’s gonna up the price for your house and your 1062 
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property, and when you’re voting on this, a councilman, the mayor, or a committee member that owned 1063 
this property should excuse their self [sic] without exception.  (**)  I came up with the thing I read this 1064 
afternoon on the computer and it says that is a situation in which someone who has to make a decision in 1065 
an official capacity stands to profit personally from the decision.  So that means if you are on that council, 1066 
you’re on that committee, I don’t care what kind of business deal you’re on, if it involves this town and 1067 
you’re making money at it, if you own a house that’s lake front property and you build something on it, 1068 
and you stand to gain that’s a [sic] ethics violation.  Thank you.” 1069 
 1070 
 Ms. Betty Lowery:  “I’m irritable, so I probably will say something I shouldn’t.  I sit on the planning 1071 
and zoning committee.  I’m a volunteer.  Somebody said to me that they thought it might be a good idea if 1072 
I ran for council.  I’m not crazy!  (laughter)  If there was a single crack in my sanity, it was cured tonight.  I 1073 
have, I have to speak up for Ms. Johnson.  She sits beside me.  We didn’t even know each other before 1074 
we began working together and she hasn’t been on there that long.  We don’t have any kind of social 1075 
connections.  We don’t have any kind of a business connection.  But, to say that she adamantly voted for 1076 
this every time, good grief! (speaker’s emphasis) They just moved into this house.  They’re more 1077 
concerned with where the bed’s gonna go.  They, what, where a dock goes isn’t even on their agenda 1078 
right now, and as far as that goes, she and I were in the minority and voting against any docks at all at the 1079 
last planning meeting.  Now, I don’t know exactly how that’s gonna put any money in their pockets.  The 1080 
only reason that we wound up voting for it, because it seemed to be the lesser of two evils.  Now, and I, I 1081 
just resent it.  I think all of you are crazy to deal with small town politics where people lie about you, and 1082 
implying these things about your character.  I mean, you can’t prove it, but you can certainly sully 1083 
somebody’s reputation with an implication, and I’m sorry.  That just makes me angry. (Applause)  Now, to 1084 
get on to the dog park; I don’t know if I have any time left or not.  To give you an example of how 1085 
someone contributes, we had a superintendent of education, retired, who wanted to bring his dog to the 1086 
beach.  His rental property will not allow dogs.  So, he paid I don’t know how many thousands of dollars 1087 
for his rental, because he had to bring his dog, he had to board his dog in Surfside.  He would go get his 1088 
dog in the morning, bring it to the dog park, play with his dog, and then he’d have to take it back to that 1089 
bordering.  Now, he’s eating here.  He’s sleeping here.  He’s boarding his dog here.  He’s only here for a 1090 
week.  I couldn’t in good conscience tell him he was gonna have to get a dog license for $30, you know, I 1091 
wasn’t gonna tell anybody that.  But, you said that we needed to education them.  We do.  We do.  When 1092 
the dog park opened no one really knew.  A lot of people don’t even know where the dog park is.  They 1093 
didn’t know we had one.  But when they come in, we let them know that they’re supposed to have their 1094 
dogs licensed, and we try to tell them nicely.  We want to be sure that the dogs are vaccinated and if 1095 
anything happens we know where to find the owners, you know, if they’re lost or hurt or something.  They 1096 
want to know where it is.  We send them right straight down Pine Avenue, and we do, we support that, 1097 
but you know, you can’t, the price of any price is what the market will bear.  Your comment was when 1098 
they turn around and walk out; you found what the market will bear.  They aren’t gonna pay it.  You could 1099 
charge anything you want.  They’re not gonna pay it.  A lot of the visitors come.  They don’t use the dog 1100 
park.  They’re (**) dog license.  And as far as the dog park being empty, it really isn’t.  We have two water 1101 
fountains that are specially designed to water the dogs.  We have two very, very nice benches that are 1102 
great for some of our elderly people who really cannot stand and watch their dogs.  They, they have to sit.  1103 
They’re not physically capable.  We have a shaded area in the big dog park, and I don’t know that that 1104 
was by design.  That’s where the trees were and some of us are just really touchy about our trees.  You 1105 
don’t cut our trees down.  We’re funny that way, and we do take care of our park.  We do have our 1106 
friendships and they span the state; they span the country.  They come in, one guy comes in regularly 1107 
from Florida, and he says it’s the nicest dog park he’s seen anywhere, and I know really that can’t be true, 1108 
because we have so much dirt, but you can’t, you just can’t grow grass under a big dog’s foot.  (Laughter)  1109 
It’s just isn’t gonna happen.  But, we’re very pleased with it, and we’re very happy with it, and thank you 1110 
so much for, for being reasonable about it, (time ended) it just, we encourage people to get their dogs 1111 
licensed, we do.” 1112 
 1113 
 “Carrie Johnson, Harbor Lights Drive.  Isn’t it strange how we have a resident come up this 1114 
evening who serves on the parking committee along with another council person’s husband who serves 1115 
on the parking committee and once was the chairman of the parking committee.  He asked someone to 1116 
recuse themselves from voting on issues brought forth by the planning and zoning.  But, when it came to 1117 
the parking committee, he didn’t come up and ask those two council people to recuse themselves, and 1118 
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you know what, most of what was voted on that the parking committee recommended was passed.  A lot 1119 
of which, in my opinion, was detrimental to this town.  But, most of the issues that were voted on passed 1120 
4:3.  Of course, they already had two votes before it was even brought forth.  Therefore, I wouldn’t think 1121 
that it would be a problem for Mr. Johnson to vote on recommendations from planning and zoning.  He is, 1122 
after all, only one vote, and it looks like to me that the precedence has been set.  As far as the Municipal 1123 
Association goes and all the dances and the dinners and so on and so forth, it’s not really what it’s all 1124 
about.  It’s about going class to learn how to do your job correctly.  It’s also about, as the Mayor said, and 1125 
I was glad that he said this, networking with other elected officials to glean from them, to get ideas for 1126 
things that would benefit our town, and also to learn from them of things that did not work.  So, that’s just 1127 
all I have to say right now.  I do thank you all for doing your job, cause it’s not an easy one.  Thank you 1128 
very much.”  (Applause) 1129 
 1130 
 “Everett Goff, Millwood Drive.  I just had one question about the dog park fees, that sounds 1131 
stupid, but the residents have to get, register their dogs for $10.  How about the nonresidents?”  Mayor 1132 
Samples said all dogs.  Mr. Goff:  “So we should notify them.”  (**two speaking at once)  Mr. Goff:  “Any 1133 
dog in Surfside that’s gonna be in here should be registered, okay.”  Mayor Samples said that was how 1134 
the ordinance read.  Mr. Goff:  “Okay, very good.”  Mayor Samples suggested that Mr. Goff speak with the 1135 
county councilmember to expand the subject, because he understood that there was no dog licensing or 1136 
registration in Horry County.  Mayor Samples encouraged Town Council to use its influence with others to 1137 
improve the community.  Mr. Goff:  “I just wanted to clear that up, because I didn’t know, just like Betty 1138 
said, I didn’t know anything about a license until someone happened to mention, cause I asked in Myrtle 1139 
Beach at that dog park, do you need to license your dog, and they said no.  My second comment would 1140 
be about 4th of July.  I was down in Disney World in June, and the Epcot fireworks; Surfside Beach’s put 1141 
theirs to shame!  I mean, I think our 4th of July celebration was great, so thank you.”   1142 
  1143 
 10.  
 1145 

COUNCIL COMMENTS. 1144 

 Mr. Johnson:  “Thank you, Mr. Mayor.  I’m gonna keep my comments short and sweet, and thank 1146 
everyone for coming out, and I hope to see you at the next meeting.  There’s a lot I could say right now, 1147 
but I’m gonna take the high road.  Thank you very much.” 1148 
 1149 
 Ms. Dodge:  “I’m gonna read this.  As the council representative to the senior citizens committee, 1150 
and a senior citizen myself, I’ve met the county director of the senior center, Mr. Fontaine, and can speak 1151 
to his committee and the commitment of his staff to the Surfside Beach Senior Center, which is located at 1152 
1032 10th Avenue North in Surfside Beach.  Probably a lot of you don’t know, because you’re not senior 1153 
citizens.  I am.  In support of this effort, because I am the council representative to that body, I wanted to 1154 
write the following resolution: 1155 
 1156 

Be it resolved, that I, Anna Dodge, the Surfside Beach council representative to the 1157 
Senior Citizens Committee of the Town of Surfside Beach, do here by offer my personal 1158 
support to the Surfside Beach Senior Citizens [sic] and to the citizens whom it serves, 1159 
and I will work with Mr. Fontaine, his staff, and our Horry County representatives in this 1160 
effort to assist senior clients in any way that I can.   1161 
 1162 

 [I] also wanted to thank Patti and Ralph Magliette.  Ralph is very active on the senior citizens 1163 
committee.  They’re also active in so many other ways in our town.  I really appreciate their efforts and 1164 
they do make this world a better place by their being in it.  Thank you.” 1165 
 1166 
 Ms. Kohlmann:  “Ms. Thompson, I wasn’t trying to say the dog park people or the dog park 1167 
patrons weren’t paying.  I wanted them to assist us with educating the community, because I do know that 1168 
the people that are there are doing, following the rules.  I know that, and they’re maintaining the park.  So 1169 
that’s a good thing.  To the resident that believes that I vote for the parking committee obviously didn’t 1170 
read the minutes or didn’t pay much attention, because I voted against some of the things that they 1171 
proposed.  So, I am my own woman.  Always will be, and my door is always open, and I will tell you 1172 
whatever you want to know.  Knock on my door.  Some of you always knock on my door, and you don’t 1173 
like what I have to say, but it will always be the truth.” 1174 
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 1175 
 Mr. Stevens:  “My brother’s sitting back there, Yancy Stevens sitting right back there from Denton, 1176 
Texas, beside Mr. Tom Dodge.  I know when he goes home to Denton, Texas, he’s gonna say Surfside 1177 
Beach is gone to the dogs.  (Laughter)  But, anyway, on, on, on the dog park issue, I will say we all 1178 
remember a few, a couple of months back I asked for a good neighbor resolution, and Ron Ott said that 1179 
the dog park patrons are smart people.  Dog owners are smart people, and I’ll tell you, I don’t know what 1180 
y’all’ve [sic] done, but I watch Marshall Dillon every day without anybody calling me complaining about 1181 
dogs.  I haven’t got one complaint since April 23rd when it was brought up, and I commend the people 1182 
who go to the dog park.  Y’all are really, y’all are taking care of your own, and I commend you for that, 1183 
because I had absolutely no complaints.  On other matters, the parking committee, I think they do a great 1184 
job.  Maybe they’re not perfect, but they certainly work hard, and they don’t get paid one dime.  It’s the 1185 
same thing with the planning and zoning.  They don’t get paid one dime.  The senior citizens, every 1186 
committee that serves in this town doesn’t get any money.  Y’all do it; you’re volunteers, and Mrs. Lowery, 1187 
I know what it’s like to be told and called and said things about.  Believe me.  People don’t care.  They’ll, 1188 
they’ll stab you in the back as quick as they can do it, and don’t, won’t blink an eye, and they’ll look you 1189 
right in the face while they’re doing it.  So, I know how it is.  But, anyway, I thank all y’all for coming out.  1190 
It’s a great crowd.  I’ve heard a lot of good public comments, and I’m glad we settled this dog issue.  Let’s 1191 
put it back on the back, back, back burner somewhere.  I think the Mayor said that a few months ago, and 1192 
let’s not bring it back ever.  I got dog parks around my house; it’s better than a parking lot, believe me.  1193 
Thank you.” 1194 
 1195 
 Mr. Smith:  “No comments.” 1196 
 1197 
 Ms. Mabry:  “Since Mr. Johnson wants to take the high road, I believe I will, too.  Thank you for 1198 
coming out, and hope to see you at the next meeting.  Thank you.” 1199 
 1200 
 Mayor Samples:  “I want to remind everybody that our next regular meeting is July 23rd.  That’s 1201 
two weeks from tonight.  I also want to remind members that there is a League of Cities meeting at 1202 
Briarcliffe Acres Thursday night.  If you haven’t responded, you’re too late, okay.  You’re too late.  But 1203 
they’ll still take you, Ms. Dodge assures me.  You just won’t get dinner.  But, anyway, you know, I am 1204 
serious about council focusing on important issues, important matters.  Time is a resource.  We shouldn’t 1205 
waste it.  We shouldn’t waste it [sic.]  These, well, I call ‘em distractions; there’s no question that there are 1206 
some unbudgeted items that are gonna be coming to us soon, I believe, the administrator has indicated to 1207 
me, so I want you to prepare yourselves to do your due diligence again.  We’ll see you next time.”                  1208 
 1209 
 11.  
  1211 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 1210 

 A.  Pursuant to FOIA §30-4-70(a)(2) to discuss proposed contractual arrangements (See 1212 
Business Item 8.E.)  1213 
 1214 
 B.  Pursuant to FOIA §30-4-70(a)(1) to discuss the appointment of a person to a public 1215 
body (See Business Item 8.F.) 1216 
    1217 
 Mr. Smith moved to enter executive session at 8:40 p.m.  Ms. Mabry seconded.  All voted in 1218 
favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 1219 
 1220 
 Mr. Stevens moved to reconvene regular session at 9:38 p.m.  Ms. Dodge seconded.  All voted in 1221 
favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 1222 
 1223 
 Mayor Samples said that no action was taken during executive session. 1224 
 1225 
 Mr. Stevens moved to appoint Anita Crone, Ashleigh Justice, Michelle Hargrove, and Gene 1226 
Maruca to the new recreation/special events committee, and further to defer establishing the committee 1227 
until five members were appointed.  Ms. Dodge seconded.  All voted in favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 1228 
 1229 
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 Mr. Stevens moved to appoint Melodye Lane-Laveglia and Sandra Elliott to the stormwater 1230 
committee.  Ms. Herrmann said that Ms. Lane-Laveglia’s term had expired and she did not wish to be 1231 
reappointed, but would continue to serve until a replacement was appointed.  Ms. Ross had moved 1232 
outside of town.  Mr. Stevens withdrew the motion. 1233 
 1234 
 Mr. Stevens moved that Sandra Elliott be appointed to the stormwater committee.  Ms. Dodge 1235 
seconded.  All voted in favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 1236 
 1237 
 12.  ADJOURNMENT.
 1239 

   1238 

 Mr. Stevens moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:40 p.m.  Mr. Johnson seconded.  All voted in 1240 
favor.  MOTION CARRIED.  1241 
 1242 
      Prepared and submitted by, 1243 
 1244 
      _____________________________________________  1245 
      Debra E. Herrmann, CMC, Town Clerk 1246 
 1247 
Approved:    July 25, 2013 1248 
 1249 
 1250 

____________________________________ 1251 
Douglas F. Samples, Mayor 1252 

         1253 
_______________________________________ ______________________________________ 1254 
Mary Beth Mabry, Mayor Pro Tempore    Ann Dodge, Town Council    1255 
 1256 
_______________________________________ ______________________________________ 1257 
Mark L. Johnson, Town Council       Elizabeth A. Kohlmann, Town Council 1258 
 1259 
_______________________________________ ______________________________________ 1260 
Roderick E. Smith, Town Council   Randle M. Stevens, Town Council 1261 
 1262 
 1263 
Clerk’s Note:  This document constitutes minutes of the meeting that was audio taped.  These are 1264 
detailed minutes documenting each member’s comments.  Appointments to hear audio tapes may be 1265 
scheduled with the town clerk.  In accordance with FOIA, meeting notice and the agenda were distributed 1266 
to local media and interested parties. The agenda was posted on the town website, the entry door at 1267 
Town Council Chambers, and in the Town Hall reception area.  Meeting notice was also posted on the 1268 
Town marquee.  Public Comments and Town Council Comments are transcribed as close to verbatim as 1269 
possible.  When (**) is used a section of the tape is inaudible.      1270 
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General Comments 
June 2013 financial results are not final. All local Business License, Hospitality taxes and Local 
A-tax collected in July are for the month of June and will be reflected in the final results for the 
year. Franchise fees from Santee Cooper and Time Warner Cable will also be reflected in June 
revenue when received.  
Expenses will also be increased for items purchased in June, but not paid until July.  In addition 
the Sanitation Fund and the Pier Fund will have asset depreciation computed for year end. 
 
Until all funds are received and expenses booked it is impossible to determine the results for FY 
2012-2013. When we have better information we will provide it to Council. 
 
 
Business License:  
Many of the collection in July will be for license renewals and will be posted as June revenue. 
Comparisons to last year cannot be made until the July collections are posted. 
 
Taxes: 
Current real estate, personal property and vehicle tax payments received from Horry County total 
$2,467,000 for the year.  
 
Hospitality & Local Accommodations Taxes:  
Hospitality and Local Accommodations taxes received in the month of July will be posted as June 
revenue. Comparisons to last year cannot be made until the July collections are posted. 
 
Enterprise Funds: 
In June, the Sanitation Fund collected $135,000 in service charges. YTD collections are $1,170,000 
compared to last year’s $1,070,000.  
In June, the Pier Fund collected $37,500 from admissions and fishing.  YTD collections total $155,700   
slightly less than last year. 
 
Lanier Parking: 
In June, meter revenue collected by Lanier was $40,100 and citation collections totaled $ 4,000. YTD 
parking revenue totals $83,850 from meters and $9,800 from citations. 
 
 
Finance Department: 
The Finance Department is preparing the necessary documentation for the annual audit scheduled to begin 
in August.  
 
Transparency:   
The Town’s accounts payable check register has been posted online and a link has been added to the State 
Comptroller General’s office website. Visit the following websites for information:     
     Town of Surfside Beach       http://surfsidebeach.org/  

SC Comptroller General       http://www.cg.state.sc.us/transparency/ 
 
Please contact the Finance department if you have any questions concerning this report, (843) 913-6336, 
or email finance@surfsidebeach.org    
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July 18, 2013

June YTD FY 12-13 Over (Under) June YTD
General Fund 2013 FY 12-13 Budget Budget 2012 FY 11-12

Property Taxes
   Current Property Taxes 16,289$        2,101,352$     2,150,000$   (48,648)$        (19,068)$        1,973,795$   
    Motor Carrier Taxes 30                 3,446              4,000            (554)               46                 3,163            
    Penalties & Prior Year Taxes 1,437            58,112            30,000          28,112           17,249           156,476        

17,756$        2,162,910$     2,184,000$   (21,090)$        (1,773)$         2,133,434$   
 
Licenses and Permits
   Business Licenses - Local 107,324$      658,515$        675,000$      (16,485)$        150,498$       698,049$      
   Business Licenses - MASC 546,778        751,091          715,000        36,091           552,678         654,373        
   Animal Licenses 695               2,285              3,000            (715)               690                2,630            
   Building Permits 6,744            115,900          100,000        15,900           8,270             165,269        

661,541$      1,527,791$     1,493,000$   34,791$         712,136$       1,520,321$   

Franchise Fees
   Santee Cooper (Bi-Annual) -$                  138,241$        265,000$      (126,759)$      101,152$       239,556$      
   GSW&SA (Monthly Installments) 16,620          199,441          195,000        4,441             16,620           199,441        
   TimeWarner (Quarterly) -                    94,993            115,000        (20,007)          31,994           124,709        
    HTC 207               780                 -                   780                158                460               
    Beach Services 1,000              -                   1,000             
   SCANA (Annual) 7,051            7,051              9,600            (2,549)            8,375             8,375            

23,878$        441,506$        584,600$      (143,094)$      158,299$       572,541$      

Fines and Forfeits
   Police Fines 12,111$        120,088$        130,000$      (9,912)$          16,085$         144,249$      
   Victims Assistance 2,392            23,885            20,000          3,885             3,397             28,390          
   Parking Fines-Current 309               13,092            45,000          (31,908)          2,788             40,428          
   Parking Fines-Prior 227               3,089              -                   3,089             75                 4,478            

15,039$        160,154$        195,000$      (34,846)$        22,345$         217,545$      

Interest 147$             2,660$            10,000$        (7,340)$          443$              5,458$          
 
Intergovernmental Revenues
   Aid - Local Government Fund -$                  65,010$          65,000$        10$                17,904$         70,161$        
   Alcohol Permits -                    8,001              41,500          (33,499)          21,900           30,799          
   Homestead Exemption -                    37,618            40,000          (2,382)            -                    36,318          
   Merchants Inventory -                    8,341              11,120          (2,779)            2,780             11,121          
   Government Grants 115,968        201,070          7,500            193,570         7,880             117,645        
   H.C. Recreation Dept. -                    11,706            16,600          (4,894)            -                    16,600          
   H.C.  Road Maintenance -                    85,706            100,000        (14,294)          29,657           119,196        

115,968$      417,452$        281,720$      135,732$       80,121$         401,840$      

Recreation Revenue
   Recreation Registration Fees -$                  1,540$            22,300$        (20,760)$        (90)$              20,508$        
   Recreation Sponsorships -                    -                     4,000            (4,000)            -                    5,900            
   Other Recreation Revenues 5,520            23,043            25,200          (2,157)            5,916             32,027          

5,520$          24,583$          51,500$        (26,917)$        5,826$           58,435$        

Other Revenue
   Miscellaneous Revenues 9,310            27,286            25,000          2,286             6,063             30,421          

9,310$          27,286$          25,000$        2,286$           6,063$           30,421$        

Other Financing Sources
 Sanitation Fund 45,375$        100,000$        54,625$        45,375$         -$                  27,805$        
 Accommodations Tax Fund -                    40,243            46,250          (6,007)            6,991             49,089          
 Interest Revenue Pier Enterprise -                    34,757            18,335          16,422           -                    22,037          
 Pier Enterprise -                    14,055            30,477          (16,422)          -                    7,855            
Trans from Hospitality -                    441,880          441,880        -                    50,000           150,000        
Local Accommodations Tax Fund -                    135,926          140,000        (4,074)            25,551           122,596        
Sale of Fixed Assets/Insurance Proce -                    4,500              -                   4,500             -                    32,152          
Franchisee Reimbursement 21,849          57,760            266,000        (208,240)        63,810           490,508        

67,224$        829,121$        997,567$      (168,446)$      146,352$       902,042$      
Total Revenue & Other 
   Financing Sources 916,383$      5,593,463$     5,822,387$   (228,924)$      1,129,812$    5,842,037$   

Town of Surfside Beach
Finance Department Report 
06/30/2013(PRELIMINARY)



July 18, 2013

June YTD FY12-13 Over (Under) June YTD
Capital Projects Fund 2013 FY 12-13 Budget Budget 2012 FY 11-12

Revenue
   Property Taxes 1,917$          303,054$       268,750$      34,304$         1,302$           297,855$      
   Interest 78                 989                 -                   989                76                 912               
  Misc/Reimbursement -                    -                     -                   -                    36,929           124,889        
Total Revenue 1,995$          304,043$        268,750$      35,293$         38,307$         423,656$      
 

Expenditures
  Lakes - Maint. & Enhancements 3,541            21,485            20,500          985                5,926             141,914        
   Water Quality/NPDES 665               35,474            32,875          2,599             285                54,752          
   Storm water Improvements -                    -                     -                   -                    -                    135,851        
Total Expenditures 4,206$          56,959$          53,375$        3,584$           6,211$           332,517$      

Net Change in Fund Balance (2,211)$         247,084$        215,375$      31,709$         32,096$         91,139$        

 
 

June 30,2013(PRELIMINARY)

Town of Surfside Beach
Capital Projects Fund
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June YTD FY 12-13 Over/(Under) June YTD
Revenues 2013 FY 2012-13 Budget Budget 2012 FY 2011-12

  Property Taxes 17,756$           2,162,910$           2,184,000$      (21,090)         (1,773)$           2,133,434$        
  Licenses & Permits 661,541           1,527,791             1,493,000        34,791          712,137           1,520,321          
  Franchise Fees 23,878             441,506                584,600           (143,094)       158,299           572,541             
  Fines 15,039             160,154                195,000           (34,846)         22,345             217,545             
  Interest 147                  2,660                    10,000             (7,340)           443                  5,458                 
  Intergovernmental 115,968           417,452                281,720           135,732        80,121             401,840             
  Recreation Revenue 5,520               24,583                  51,500             (26,917)         5,826               58,435               
  Other Revenue 9,310               27,286                  25,000             2,286            6,063               30,421               
  Other Financing Sources 67,224             829,121                997,567           (168,446)       146,352           902,042             

Total Revenue 916,383$         5,593,463$           5,822,387$      (228,924)       1,129,813$      5,842,037$        
 
Expenditures

Salaries & Benefits
  Salaries 271,424$         2,717,030$           2,760,899$      (43,869)         376,583$         2,772,721$        
  Benefits 108,161           1,036,182             1,132,080        (95,898)         83,100             976,968             

Total Salaries & Benefits 379,585$         3,753,212$           3,892,979$      (139,767)       459,683$         3,749,689$        

Operating Expenditures
  Administration 6,253$             98,720$                135,234$         (36,514)         19,480$           132,617$           
  Finance 2,146               57,801                  70,992             (13,191)         1,653               63,109               
  Court 2,965               34,740                  36,675             (1,935)           3,817               33,316               
  Facilities 2,013               30,904                  27,791             3,113            3,636               29,921               
  Police 30,908             270,909                269,026           1,883            30,414             247,986             
  Fire 13,110             139,384                130,215           9,169            6,170               121,012             
  Building & Zoning 2,959               55,086                  72,631             (17,545)         7,846               79,667               
  Grounds 12,212             60,405                  65,679             (5,274)           5,836               49,748               
  Public Works 34,727             223,033                462,830           (239,797)       18,919             750,208             
  Fleet Maintenance 225                  23,892                  29,539             (5,647)           (1,910)              21,590               
  Recreation & Special Events 7,533               101,185                124,761           (23,576)         15,868             125,572             
  Non Departmental 8,572               92,212                  98,305             (6,093)           8,024               87,811               

Total Operating Expenditures 123,623$         1,188,271$           1,523,678$      (335,407)       119,753$         1,742,557$        

Net Revenue/(Expenditures) Before Debt
& Capital Expenditures 413,175$         651,980$              405,730$         550,377$         349,791$           

  Capital Building 3,465$             45,047$                42,500$           2,547            -$                     -$                       
  Debt Service -                       518,499                518,579           (80)                -                       425,450             

Total Expenditures 506,673$         5,505,029$           5,977,736$      (472,707)       579,436$         5,917,696$        

Net Operating 409,710$         88,434$                (155,349)$       550,377$         (75,659)$            

Capital Replacement (Equipment) (6,416)$           (99,641)$               (100,000)$       (359)$            -$                     (111,713)$          
Capital Improvements (Paving/Sidewalk -                       (881,475)               (994,000)         (112,525)       -                       (140,749)            
Transfer to Hospitality - Parking fines (536)                 (19,519)                 (45,000)           (25,481)         (2,863)              (43,907)              
Change in Fund Balance 402,758$         (912,201)$             (1,294,349)$    547,514$         (372,028)$          

Town of Surfside Beach
General Fund

Summary Financial Information
Period Ending 06/30/13(PRELIMINARY)
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June YTD FY 12-13 Over (Under) June YTD
2013 2012-2013 Budget Budget 2012 2011-2012

Revenues:
Accommodations Tax -$                    440,465$         450,000$         (9,535)$           139,814$        506,773$            
Special Events/Donations -                      3,543               -                      3,543              -                      34,768                
Interest Income 16                   396                  -                      396                 13                   450                    
Total Revenues 16$                 444,404$         450,000$         (5,596)$           139,827$        541,991$            

Expenses:
Police 58,542$           140,142$         152,705$         (12,563)$         31,305$          68,836$              
Grounds 1,931              10,640             12,413             (1,773)             3,252              11,364                
Public Works/Sanitation (2,939)             50,032             77,825             (27,793)           11,464            157,853              
Special Events 9,469              60,645             72,871             (12,226)           8,393              63,644                
Grants & Materials & Supplies -                      9,000               10,500             (1,500)             -                      10,000                
Fireworks Display -                      25,000             25,000             -                      -                      25,000                
Advertising & Promotion -                      6,670               12,020             (5,350)             -                      1,686                  
Advertising - MB Chamber (30%) -                      91,458             127,500           (36,042)           45,744            148,332              
Transfer to Gen Fund (5%) -                      40,243             46,250             (6,007)             6,991              49,089                
Total Expenses 67,003$           433,830$         537,084$         (103,254)$       107,149$        535,804$            

Net Change in Fund Balance (66,987)$         10,574$           (87,084)$         32,678$          6,187$                

Revenues:
Local Accommodations Tax 9,532$             120,458$         140,000$         (19,542)$         40,628$          154,171$            
Interest Income 5                     220                  -                      220                 5                     241                    
Total Revenues 9,537$             120,678$         140,000$         (19,322)$         40,633$          154,412$            

Expenses:
Transfer to General Fund -$                    135,926$         140,000$         (4,074)             25,551$          122,596$            

Net Change in Fund Balance 9,537$             (15,248)$          -$                    15,082$          31,816$              

Revenues:
Hospitality Fees 51,304$           552,878$         625,000$         (72,122)$         173,821$        673,177$            
Meter Revenue & Parking decals 105                 68,946             125,000           (56,054)           19,529            107,816              
Meter Revenue- Lanier 27,659             54,344             -                      54,344            
Parking Fines- Lanier* 2,885              6,510               -                      6,510              
Logo/Promotion Sales/Misc 100                 2,764               -                      2,764              165                 3,416                  
Other Revenue (Grants/Donations) -                      12,066             -                      12,066            -                      8,000                  
Interest Income 77                   2,606               -                      2,606              152                 2,799                  
Transfer from G.F. Parking fines 536                 19,519             45,000             (25,481)           2,863              43,907                
Total Revenues 82,666$           719,633$         795,000$         (75,367)$         196,530$        839,115$            

  
Expenses:
Admin - Parking -$                    -$                     -$                    -$                    -$                    4,301$                
Police - Community Services 11,643             106,965           124,805           (17,840)           31,222            84,094                
Police - Meters 108                 36,966             44,159             (7,193)             6,813              56,748                
Parking Lanier(operating) 10,955             46,124             48,000             (1,876)             
Bank Fees(Lanier) 1,225              1,664               -                      1,664              
Parking Lanier(Equipment) -                      203,028           208,000           (4,972)             
Fire -                      16,219             16,380             (161)                -                      27,235                
Grounds 9,425              31,716             32,500             (784)                2,811              80,892                
Recreation 324                 26,374             28,600             (2,226)             2,179              37,492                
Huckabee Building Improvements -                      -                       15,000             (15,000)           -                      9,836                  
Land Purchase -                      -                       -                      -                      -                      94,195                
Transfer to Pier 375,000           375,000           375,000           -                      
Transfer to General Fund -                      441,880           441,880           -                      50,000            150,000              
Total Expenses 408,680$         1,285,936$      1,334,324$      (48,388)           93,025$          544,793$            

Net Change in Fund Balance (326,014)$       (566,303)$        (539,324)$       103,505$        294,322$            

 

Hospitality Fund

Town of Surfside Beach
June 30, 2013(PRELIMINARY)

Special Revenue Funds

Accommodations Fund

Local Accommodations Fund
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June YTD FY 12-13 Over (Under) June YTD
2013 2012-2013 Budget Budget 2012 2011-2012

Revenue:
Income Rents/Leases 20,500$         72,768$         74,773$        (2,005)$         20,232$      60,232$          
Other Income-Admissions 11,909           48,126           50,000          (1,874)           12,333        49,251            
Other Income-Fishing 25,656           107,555         100,000        7,555            25,020        108,721          
Meter Income -                     25,074           80,000          (54,926)         12,712        68,557            
Meter Income-Lanier 12,419           29,513           -                    29,513          
Parking Fines-Lanier 1,100             3,255             -                    3,255            
Gain/(Loss) on sale of F/A -                     1,111             -                    1,111            
Interest Income 14                  758                -                    758               53               929                  
Miscellaneous Income 162,500      162,500          
Transfer from Hospitality 375,000         375,000         -                    375,000        

Total Revenues 446,598$       663,160$       304,773$      358,387$      232,850$    450,190$        

Expenses:
Operating Expenses 2,024$           21,693$         24,756$        (3,063)$         4,218$        18,602$          
Lanier(Operating) 2,739             11,531           12,000$        
Bank Fees(Lanier) 136                310                
Depreciation Expense -                     -                     81,125          (81,125)         59,495        59,495            
Interest Expense (Loan) -                     18,335           18,335          -                    -                  22,037            
Transfer General Fund (10%) -                     30,477           30,477          -                    -                  7,855              

Total Expenses 4,899$           82,346$         166,693$      (84,188)$       63,713$      107,989$        

Advance due G F - Principal -                     -                     163,000        (163,000)$     -                  -                      

Net Operating 441,699$       580,814$       (24,920)$       605,575$      169,137$    342,201$        
 

  
June YTD FY 12-13 Over (Under) June YTD
2013 2012-2013 Budget Budget 2012 2011-2012

Revenue:
Sanitation Fees 134,916$       1,169,910$    1,064,135$   105,775$      112,067$    1,067,403$     
Grants, Gain/(Loss) on sale of F/A 502                3,161             -                    3,161            546             6,952              
Interest Income 82                  2,101             1,500            601               148             2,820              

Total Revenues 135,500$       1,175,172$    1,065,635$   109,537$      112,761$    1,077,175$     
 
Expenses:
Salaries & Operating Expenses 86,451$         915,071$       944,812$      (29,741)$       121,978$    923,025$        
Depreciation Expense -                     -                     125,000        (125,000)       85,866        85,866            
Transfer General Fund (5%) 45,375           100,000         100,000        -                    -                  27,804            

Total Expenses 131,826$       1,015,071$    1,169,812$   (154,741)$     207,844$    1,036,695$     

Net Operating 3,674$           160,101$       (104,177)$     (95,083)$     40,480$          

Sanitation Fund

Town of Surfside Beach
June 30,2013(PRELIMINARY)

Enterprise Funds

Pier Enterprise Fund
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Town of Surfside Beach
Lanier Parking Solutions
2013-2014 Estimated Expenses for June

Pier Hospitality Total Pier Hosp Total
BUDGET VARIANCE Meters Meters Meters Citations Citations Citations

2013 Revenue Expenses Net Net to Budget
February -$                7,516.91$       (7,516.91)$   (9,336.66)$    1,819.75$     -$            -$               -$               -$              -$             -$            
March 5,013.71          11,431.68       (6,417.97)     (2,454.51)      (3,963.46)      2,916.00     1,497.71        4,413.71        350.00          250.00         600.00        
April 15,455.79        11,012.86       4,442.93      8,333.48       (3,890.55)      6,046.00     7,729.79        13,775.79      505.00          1,175.00      1,680.00     
May 29,085.02        13,693.81       15,391.21    16,582.07     (1,190.86)      8,132.00     17,453.02      25,585.02      1,300.00       2,200.00      3,500.00     
June 44,062.79        14,000.00       * 30,062.79    35,962.69     -5899.9 12,419.00   27,658.79      40,077.79      1,100.00       2,885.00      3,985.00     
July -               *
August
September
October
November
December

YTD 93,617.31$      57,655.26$     35,962.05$  49,087.07$   (13,125.02)$  29,513.00$ 54,339.31$    83,852.31$    3,255.00$     6,510.00$    9,765.00$   

* Estimated Summary ytd
Revenue Expenses Net

Capital Purchases Pier 32,768.00$    20% 11,531.05$   21,236.95$  
Meters 60,849.31      80% 46,124.21     14,725.10    

Pier 26,613.03$      Total 93,617.31$    57,655.26$   35,962.05$  
Hosp 203,028.32      

Summary Month
Total 229,641.35$    Pier 9,432.00$      20% 2,738.76$     6,693.24$    

Meters 19,653.02      80% 10,955.05     8,697.97      
Total 29,085.02$    13,693.81$   15,391.21$  

 ACTUAL



RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
JULY 2013 

MONTHLY REPORT 
 
SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
The 4th of July Celebration was held in the pier parking lot.  Entertainment was provided by 
Steve Fairchild, aka “Garth and Friends” and the show was fantastic.  SAFER prepared and 
sold concessions of hamburgers, hot dogs and drinks with a gross income of $3,700.00.  A 
water slide and a slip and slide were provided at no charge for the children.  4th of July T-shirts 
were purchased and sold for $5.00 with a total gross income of $2,155.00.  Small American 
flags were given away with the purchase of a t-shirt.  The fireworks display lasted 25 minutes 
and was the best so far.  Attendance was believed to be the largest so far as well.  Traffic was 
controlled extremely well by the Police Department and the Fire Department was excellent with 
the set-up and safety measures with the fireworks’ company as well as assistance to me with 
the water slides.  Public works provided two crews for assistance with the fireworks company.  
A huge thank you goes to all three departments.  The event was a great success again. 
 
 Kids Fair was held on Monday, July 15th at Fuller Park from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.  There were a 
total of 16 “kid friendly” vendors such as The Palace Theatre, Ripley’s Aquarium, Children’s 
Museum, Wild Water and Wheels, Mad Science, Horry County Parks & Recreation and Inlet 
Square Mall to name a few.  Entertainment was provided by DJ Jeff Benton. New York Life 
attended and provided free IDs for the children which included a photo and fingerprints.  
Inflatables, face painting, pizza, drinks and ice cream were available at no charge to children 
10 & under with a wristband.  500 wristbands were distributed.  Parents and older children 
could purchase a pizza slice for $1.00 as well as drinks for a $1.00 with a total gross income 
on both of $225.00. Drinks were purchased from Sam’s Club and pizza from Ultimate 
California Pizza. Game Truck provided free video games for the children and free train rides.  
The Fire Department was on site with a truck and free fire hats for the children.   
 
The Youth Association has finished their youth athletic programs for the year and is preparing 
a final report on things accomplished as well as any problems and financial information. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
1.  BEACH LUAU – Monday – 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. – on the beach at the pier  
 
2.  GUY DANIELS MEMORIAL SURFOFF – Saturday/Sunday – August 17th * 18th – 13th 
Avenue South 
 
3.  MOVIES AFTER DARK – Thursdays – 9 p.m. – Martin Field – beginning June 6th through 
August 29th  -  A schedule of dates and movies is on the town’s website. 
 
4.  SUNDAY SERENADES – Sundays – 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. – Passive Park – beginning May 26th 
through September 1st 

 
5.  FARMERS’ MARKET – Tuesdays – 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. – Park/parking lot corner of Surfside 
Drive and Poplar Drive North – beginning May 28th through October 29th. 



  

 
PUBLIC WORKS MONTHLY REPORT 

June 20th – July 17, 2013 
 

 
SANITATION DIVISION (FTEs – 9) 
 
Residential Service – Four carts were delivered once the certificates of occupancy had been issued; 
seven carts were delivered upon owner request and twenty-two carts were delivered to handle overflow.  
Seven carts were repaired and three were replaced.  Sanitation supervisor responded to three calls 
regarding ordinance enforcement; sixteen calls regarding late put outs and/or questions about bulk/yard 
debris pick up, three calls involving billing questions, nine miscellaneous calls and/or questions, five 
complaints, and eight follow-up calls.   
 
Commercial Service – Service routes continue to be updated based on business needs.  Four accounts 
increased service days and fifteen accounts required extra pick-up services due to overflow.  Supervisor 
explained commercial collection schedules to four new businesses:  Marketing Provisions, Car Rental 
Associates, Insurance Co. Records, and Lazers Pizza.  One account, Surfside Pizza, was notified its’ 
dumpster needed to be replaced.  Supervisor confirmed new dumpster is on site. Shop crew repaired the 
Town Hall dumpster.  Supervisor responded to one complaint, six follow-ups, and three miscellaneous 
calls.  
 
Recycling News – Twelve carts were delivered to town residents upon request.   One cart was replaced, 
and four carts were removed per request.  Supervisor responded to eight miscellaneous calls with 
questions about recycling, one call regarding e-waste disposal, two complaints, and one ordinance 
enforcement call.   
 
Beach Recycling – 3.18 tons of recyclable material was collected off the beach in May and June.   
 
Summer Sanitation – Supervisor responded to six calls regarding summer sanitation service.           
 
In June we collected 506 tons of solid waste, 44.24 tons of mixed debris, 123.08 tons of yard debris, and 
44.87 tons of recyclables.   
 
Crews assisted with the 4th of July Celebration and Kids Fair. 
 
STREETS & DRAINAGE DIVISION (FTEs –8) 
 
The Beach – Crews are raking the beach and swash outlets are being dug out to ensure proper water flow 
three times a week, weather permitting.  Beach cans are being serviced three times a week as well as on 
weekends, weather permitting.       
 
On-going/Special Projects: 
 

• Adopt-A-Highway – Crews removed 48 bags of litter from Highway 17 between March and 
June.  That amounts to 720 pounds of trash!     

• Crews are trimming trees and removing overhanging branches throughout Town. 
• Trimming and maintenance is being done on ditches and Town right-of-ways.     
• Repairs were made to the Shower Tower at 2nd Avenue N.  Crew continues maintenance and 

repairs on existing showers as needed.          
• Mosquito spraying is being done town wide Tuesday and Friday mornings, weather permitting. 
• Mowing and trash pick-up is being done on medians, town right-of-ways and parking lots.     
• Street sweeping is being done on Mondays and Fridays, weather and time permitting.         
• Dirt – Crews completed two deliveries to town residents.  Dirt is still available free of charge to 

town residents who come to Scipio Lane and load up the dirt themselves between the hours of 



  

8:00am until 3:00pm on the third Saturday of each month.  Town residents requesting delivery 
must have the Public Works Director or Street Supervisor inspect the delivery site and issue an 
inspection ticket confirming proper usage of the dirt prior to placing an order at Town Hall.  This 
inspection will insure that the dirt is not being used to fill in ditches and/or swales that would 
interfere with our storm water drainage.  An appointment can be made to pick up dirt other days 
by calling Public Works at (843) 913-6360.    

• Five reports were sent to Santee Cooper identifying street lights that were not functioning 
properly.  

• 50/50 Ditch Piping program has been suspended for the spring/summer but applications are still 
being accepted for consideration when the program resumes in the fall.     

• Crew assisted with the 4th of July Celebration and Kids Fair.     
• From June 20th through July 17th Public Works assistant answered 341 incoming calls.   

204 of those calls dealt with sanitation questions/concerns/complaints;  2 calls were from vendors 
providing product information and/or quotes;  53 calls dealt with street/drainage issues, 
streetlights, and questions about driveway inspections and dirt delivery; 19 calls dealt with 
parks/grounds issues; 13 were internal calls dealing with department and/or personnel issues 
and/or questions;   23 calls were received for the Public Works Director; 27 calls dealt with  
miscellaneous questions, wrong departments and/or telemarketers. 

 
GROUNDS DIVISION (FTEs-4) 
 

• Repairs have been made to the fountain at 9th Avenue South pond.  Replacement light bulbs are 
on order and should be installed soon at Dogwood Lake.   

• Maintenance and irrigation repairs were completed at the Veterans’ Memorial.        
• Field maintenance and needed repairs continue throughout baseball season at Huckabee Complex 

and Martin Field.   
• Mowing, trimming, and weeding are taking place at Town properties, parks, and flower beds.    
• Crews have resumed spraying of town lakes as weather permits.   
• Crew assisted with the 4th of July Celebration and Kids Fair.       

  
 
FLEET MAINTENANCE DIVISION (FTE-2) 
 
From June 20th through July 17th our mechanics completed seventy-one (71) repairs on Town vehicles and 
equipment.  Four (4) vehicles had flats repaired and one (1) vehicle had tires replaced.  Bi-weekly fleet 
tires checks and fire extinguisher inspections were completed on all Public Works vehicles and/or 
equipment.   “Preventive” and “Scheduled” maintenance (consisting of lube, oil & filter changes, brake 
inspections, tire rotations and fluid checks) were performed on thirty-seven (37) Town vehicles and/or 
equipment.  
 
FACILITIES (FTE-2)   
   

• Crews installed tile flooring and a new toilet at the Police Department.  
• Several vandalism repairs were made to bathrooms at the Pier and 5th Avenue South beach access. 
• Stenciled “FDC” notifications were painted on Ocean Blvd at the request of the Fire Dept..  
• A volleyball court was installed on the beach at 2nd Avenue South.     
• Carpet installation at Town Hall has been completed.      
• A flag pole has been installed at Martin Park. 
• Crew assisted with the 4th of July Celebration.   
   

 
PIER – 
 

• Several repairs have been made to the pier lighting and sinks, due to vandalism. 



Consensus Items 
i. Procedures for committees/committee members to solicit donations to fund specific Town 

Council approved projects not funded in the budget. 

a. I would suggest that our ordinance be followed and below is a copy of the all the statutes 
that would apply. 

b. I would suggest that all committees and groups be given a copy of these statutes. 

c. The proper procedure would be to present the solicitation plans to the Administrator. 

i. The Administrator will have authority to agree or disagree when non-profit 501-
C3 organizations or other charitable groups making the request when it will not 
interfere with the smooth operation of the town (e.g., Girl Scout cookie booth, 
high school car wash, etc.). 

ii. The Administrator will bring before council all requests for solicitations that will 
be made in the town’s name or for the benefit of the town. In such cases all 
monies shall follow the towns prescribed order for donations, gifts, and the 
general handling of town funds. Donations are tax deductible only when the 
entity soliciting those funds is a 501-C3. It shall be communicated to all donors, 
prior to the acceptance of a donation whether or not the donation is tax 
deductible.  Handling of all funds shall be as follows: 

1. A numbered receipt book will be provided by the town and all donations 
shall be receipted with a copy to both the donor and the town. 

2. A check shall be the preferable method of payment. 

3. All funds shall be turned into the Finance Department by the next 
business day. 

4. Finance shall keep an accounting of these funds. 

5. Expenditures, preapproved by council, must be accompanied by 
receipt(s) and/or invoice(s) and shall be presented to the administrator 
who will request that a check be processed within the appropriate 
timeframe. 

d. Sec. 4-2. – Definitions - The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this 
article, shall have the meaning ascribed herein: 

i. Charitable purpose means benevolent, philanthropic, patriotic, or eleemosynary 
purpose, which does not result in personal gain to a sponsor, organizer, officer, 
director, trustee, or person with ultimate control of the organization. A charitable 
organization shall be deemed a business subject to a license tax unless the entire 
net proceeds of its operation, after necessary expenses, are devoted to charitable 
purposes. Compensation in any form to a sponsor, organizer, officer, director, 
trustee, or person with ultimate control of the organization shall not be deemed a 
necessary expense of operation.  

e. Sec. 4-25. - Solicitation for charitable purposes. 

i. (a) [Permissions to solicit required.] It shall be unlawful for any person to solicit 
or attempt to solicit for charitable purposes unless written permission is obtained 
in advance from the town administrator or designated representative. "Charitable 
purpose" means benevolent, philanthropic, patriotic, or eleemosynary purpose, 
which does not result in personal gain to a sponsor, organizer, officer, director, 



trustee, or person with ultimate control of the organization as defined by section 
4-2. It shall be the duty of the administrator or designated official to investigate 
each applicant to ensure that the solicitation is for a legitimate charitable 
organization recognized by the state or the Internal Revenue Service. The 
administrator or designated official shall have sole discretion to determine if the 
request is worthy of assistance by the citizens of the town.  

ii. (b)[Issuance of permit.] If the town administrator or designated representative 
finds that the solicitation is for a valid charitable purpose, under the control and 
supervision of responsible and reliable persons, then such official shall authorize 
issuance of a permit.  

iii. (c)Exemption for proselytizing. Religious organizations soliciting for the sole 
purpose of proselytizing within the town's corporate limit shall be exempt 
hereunder; provided, however, that said religious organization's representatives 
shall immediately leave the premises of any resident upon being requested to do 
so. (Ord. No. 09-0662, 4-14-09)  

f. Sec. 4-26. - False statements. 

i. Upon discovery that the solicitation campaign has resulted in the occurrence of a 
misrepresentation of facts or the making of untrue statements, the town 
administrator or designated representative shall immediately suspend such 
permits and/or licenses and present to the holder of the permit and/or license a 
notice of suspension. (Ord. No. 09-0662, 4-14-09)  

g. Sec. 4-27. - Prohibited in certain places. 

i. No selling, peddling, hawking, drumming or commercial solicitation is allowed 
on the beach, town streets, town sidewalks, walkways to beach or other public 
property. (Ord. No. 09-0662, 4-14-09)  

h. Sec. 4-28. - Persons in vehicles. 

i. Literature cannot be distributed to anyone in a vehicle, parked or moving. Other 
methods of solicitation cannot be attempted or contact made with anyone in a 
vehicle, parked or moving. (Ord. No. 09-0662, 4-14-09)  

i. Sec. 4-29. - Violations. 

i. Any person violating any provision of this article shall be deemed guilty of an 
offense and may be subject to a fine of up to five hundred dollars ($500.00) or 
imprisonment for not more than thirty (30) days, or both, upon conviction. Each 
day of violation shall be considered a separate offense. Punishment for violation 
shall not relieve the offender of liability for delinquent taxes, penalties, and costs 
provided herein. (Ord. No. 09-0662, 4-14-09)  
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF SURFSIDE BEACH 
    ) TO AMEND §2-20, COMPENSATION AND BENEFITS OF 
COUNTY OF HORRY  )  TOWN COUNCIL, ¶(b), Expense Reimbursement,  
    ) Specifically ¶¶ Travel Days Per Diem.  
TOWN OF SURFSIDE BEACH )          
 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Surfside Beach, in council duly 
assembled on desire to amend the Town Code of Ordinances Section 2-20, Compensation and Benefits 
of Town Council, specifically paragraph (b) Expense reimbursement, subparagraph entitled Travel days 
per diem; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, Section 2-20, Paragraph (b), subparagraph entitled Travel Days per diem of 
the Town Code of Ordinances of the Town of Surfside Beach, South Carolina, is hereby amended to 
state: 
 
Sec. 2-20.  Compensation and benefits of town council. 
 
 (b) Expense reimbursement. Any member of town council may receive payment for actual 
expenses incurred in the performance of their official duties, subject to:  
 
 The Town of Surfside Beach will reimburse town councilmembers for reasonable business travel 
expenses incurred while attending the annual retreat, official town business, and training. All business 
travel must be approved in advance by the town administrator. Councilmembers whose travel plans have 
been approved may request the town clerk to submit registration requests and make travel arrangements. 
The actual costs of travel, lodging, and other expenses directly related to accomplishing business travel 
objectives will be reimbursed by Surfside Beach.  
 
 Councilmembers are expected to limit expenses to reasonable amounts, i.e., amounts the 
councilmember would normally spend if he or she were paying. Expenses that generally will be 
reimbursed and require a receipt include the following: Airfare or train fare for travel in coach or economy 
class or the lowest available fare; car rental fees, only for compact or midsized cars; cost of negotiated 
rate for accommodations at the host lodging hotel or motel; fares for shuttle or airport bus service, where 
available, costs of public transportation for other ground travel; taxi fares, when there is no less expensive 
option; mileage costs for use of personal vehicles at the current IRS mileage rate.  
 
 Travel days per diem. When authorized to travel on official business whereby overnight lodging is 
required, councilmembers shall receive a flat rate reimbursement of eighty dollars ($80.00) per day to 
cover the costs of meals, tolls, parking, snacks, tips, and all other incidental expenses. Receipts for these 
expenses are not required. Council members shall not be required to return unspent travel days 
per diem. The Town shall follow Federal IRS regulations on when unspent travel days per 
diem is taxable income. 
 
 Note: Personal entertainment and personal care items are not reimbursed. Councilmembers who 
are involved in an accident while traveling on business should promptly report the incident to the town 
administrator. Vehicles owned, leased, or rented by Surfside Beach may not be used for personal use 
without prior approval. A family member or friend may accompany councilmembers on business travel 
when the presence of a companion will not interfere with successful completion of business objectives. 
The councilmember is responsible for all expenses incurred by a companion. Receipts should be clearly 
marked to identify expenses reimbursable to the councilmember. 
 
 When travel is completed councilmembers desiring reimbursement should submit original 
required reimbursable receipts and total mileage to the town clerk within thirty (30) days. Requests for 
reimbursement that are not made in a timely manner may be denied. Abuse of this business travel 
expense policy, including falsifying expense reports to reflect costs not actually incurred, is prohibited. 
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 The Town of Surfside Beach will reimburse elected officials for 
approved business and training travel. The town administrator will have 
final approval, or when there is a dispute, reimbursement shall be decided 
by duly approved motion taken by Town Council at a regularly scheduled 
public council meeting. The town clerk, or other assigned personnel, shall 
make all travel arrangements.  Town Councilmembers shall be notified of 
upcoming events and the appropriate times to submit registration 
requests, specifying their needs are relate to lodging, travel, rental cars, 
and other needs when deemed appropriate. 
 
 Elected officials shall receive a per diem of eighty dollars ($80) per 
travel day for overnight travel.  Said per diem may be obtained in advance 
as long as the request for prepayment is made at the time of registration 
submission.  The per diem money is approved for meals, snacks, tips, 
parking, and all necessary expenses incurred when traveling.  Alcoholic 
beverages shall not be included for reimbursement.   Receipts for per diem 
expenditures and all unused per diem money shall be turned in to the 
town clerk within thirty (30) days of the last travel date. Should any 
councilmember fail to report expenses within thirty days from the last 
travel date, he or she shall forfeit expense reimbursement, and the 
councilmember thereafter shall forfeit any travel per diem allowance. 
 
 Current IRS mileage rates shall apply when an elected official uses a 
personal vehicle for travel. The councilmember shall report mileage to 
and from the meeting or event, and shall not include mileage for 
extraneous excursions, i.e. sightseeing detours, not included in the 
meeting or event. 
 
 A companion may accompany an elected official when the presence 
of a companion will not interfere with the successful completion of 
business objectives.  Per SC Code §5-7-170, the Town of Surfside Beach 
shall not pay for any expense for any traveling companion of an elected 
official, including but not limited to the companion’s meals, tips, travel 
arrangements, or any extra fees for events that the official chooses to 
attend to which he or she wants to include the traveling companion or 
any other expenses incurred by the companion.    
 
 Expenses that shall be reimbursed with prior approval may include 
the following:  airfare, train travel in coach or economy class or the 
lowest available fare; car rental fees for mid-sized or compact car; 
accommodations are reimbursed at the negotiated rates published by the 
Municipal Association or event sponsor, and cab expenses to and from the 
airport.  
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 Abuse of this travel expense policy, including falsifying expense 
report is prohibited. 
 
 All other portions of Section 2-20 are unchanged and shall remain in full force and effect.   
 
 SEVERABILITY.  If any provision, clause, sentence, or paragraph of this ordinance or the 
application thereof to any person or circumstances shall be held invalid, that invalidity shall not affect the 
other provisions of this article, which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and 
to this end the provisions of this article are declared to be severable. 
 
 EFFECT OF SECTION HEADINGS.  The headings or titles of the several sections hereof shall 
be solely for convenience of reference and shall not affect the meaning, construction, interpretation or 
effect of this ordinance. 
 
 REPEAL AND EFFECTIVE DATE.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with this 
ordinance are hereby repealed.  This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon approval at second 
reading by the Town Council of the Town of Surfside Beach, South Carolina. 
 
 BE IT ORDERED AND ORDAINED by the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Surfside 
Beach, South Carolina, in assembly and by the authority thereof, this ___ day of _______ 2013. 
 

____________________________________ 
Douglas F. Samples, Mayor 

         
_______________________________________ ______________________________________ 
Mary Beth Mabry, Mayor Pro Tempore    Ann Dodge, Town Council    
 
_______________________________________ ______________________________________ 
Mark L. Johnson, Town Council       Elizabeth A. Kohlmann, Town Council 
 
_______________________________________ ______________________________________ 
Roderick E. Smith, Town Council   Randle M. Stevens, Town Council  
     
 
 
       Attest: 
 
       ______________________________________ 
       Debra E. Herrmann, CMC, Town Clerk 













 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Basis:   
 
Town Council adopted Resolution #13-138 at the July 12th special Town Council 
meeting, to allow small paddle boats on the town stormwater retention ponds, 
commonly referred to as “town lakes.”  The Resolution directed staff to present an 
ordinance to codify the terms set out therein.  Therefore, staff submits Ordinance #13-
0756 for Town Council’s consideration and approval.   
 
The Town Stormwater Committee met on Tuesday, July 16th, and formally concurred to 
support Resolution 13-138.  The Stormwater Committee also supports the proposed 
ordinance, but with one change.  The Stormwater Committee believes that sailboats 
should specifically be named as allowed on the stormwater retention ponds, because a 
sailboat would be considered “any other type boat.”  The committee members know 
residents who have been sailing boats in the ponds for some time.   
 
 Stormwater Committee recommendation:  Include “sailboats” as an allowable 
boat in Section 12.102. 
 
Subsequent to further research and inquiry, staff recommends the following 
amendments: 
 
 1.  Also allow flat bottomed fishing boats commonly referred to as “Jon” boats 
 that are propelled by paddles (no motors) that are frequently used in shallow 
 waters such as the town’s stormwater retention ponds in Section 12.102. 
 
 2.  Limit watercraft length to a maximum of 20-feet in Section 12.102. 
 
 3.  Limit all watercraft to two person capacity, which would change 4-person 
 canoe to 2-person canoe in Section 12.102. 
 
 4.  Have a legal review by the town attorney before second reading. 
 
Action Options:  
  
 1.  Approve ordinance as submitted. 
 2.  Approve ordinance with staff recommended changes. 
 3.  Approve ordinance with other changes. 
 4.  Deny ordinance. 

Consideration Paper 
 
Meeting Date: July 23, 2013      
Agenda Item:   First Reading Ordinance #13-0756 
Presented By: Administrator Fellner 
Topic:   To Codify Resolution #13-138 to Allow Canoes, Kayaks, and Small  
   Paddle Boats on Town Lakes and to Prohibit All other Boats 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF SURFSIDE BEACH 
    ) TO AMEND CHAPTER 12, STREETS, SIDEWALKS, BEACHES, 
COUNTY OF HORRY  )  OTHER PUBLIC PLACES, TO ADD ARTICLE V, STORMWATER 
    ) RETENTION PONDS  
TOWN OF SURFSIDE BEACH )   
 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Surfside Beach, in council duly 
assembled on July 12, 2013 adopted Resolution #13-138 to allow Canoes, Kayaks, and Small Paddle 
Boats on Town Lakes and to Prohibit all Motorized Water Vehicles and any other type boat on Town 
Lakes; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Staff was directed to present an ordinance to codify said Resolution #13-138. 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Surfside Beach, South Carolina, 
Chapter 12, Streets, Sidewalks, Beaches, Other Public Places, is hereby amended to add Article V, 
Stormwater Retention Ponds, which said Article V shall state: 
 
 Article V.  Stormwater Retention Ponds 
 
 12.100  Authority.  The Town Council of Surfside Beach has determined that the Public Works 
Director; the Planning & Zoning Director; the Building Official, and the Surfside Beach Police Department 
shall have jurisdiction to administer and enforce the provisions of this Article.    
 
 12.101 Definitions. 
 
 a.  Stormwater Retention Ponds.  Stormwater retention ponds include all bodies of water located 
within the corporate limits of the Town of Surfside Beach that are commonly referred to as “town lakes.”  
Said stormwater retention ponds have a minimal fresh water supply, and are primarily filled with 
stormwater runoff from throughout the town and from Horry County. 
 
 b.  Boats.  For the purposes of this chapter, a boat is defined as a small, open vessel for traveling 
on water.     
 
 12.102  Operation of small paddle boats. 
 
 Recreational boating is limited to the daylight hours in the stormwater retention ponds to the use 
of small paddle boats identified as four (4) man canoes; two (2) man kayaks, and two (2) man paddle 
boats. 
 
 12.103  Prohibited boats. 
 
 All other types of boats or watercraft are prohibited on the stormwater retention ponds, including 
but not limited to, any motorized boat or watercraft; commercial boats (unless part of a town approved 
project); jet skis; Sea Do boats; barges; houseboats, and any other type boat except those set out in 
Section 12.102 herein. 
 
 12.104  Storage. 
 
 No watercraft shall remain in a stormwater retention pond overnight.  Watercraft shall be removed 
daily and be stored on the owner’s land.   
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 12.105  Maintenance of Stormwater Retention Ponds. 
 
 The Town of Surfside Beach reserves the right to use motorized boats to properly treat and 
maintain the town’s stormwater retention ponds, and to employ commercial businesses that may use 
barges or motorized boats for projects to improve and maintain the stormwater retention ponds.  
 
 12.016  Penalties. 
 
 Any violation of this section shall be punished by a fine not exceeding five hundred ($500) dollars, 
plus fees and assessments, or by imprisonment for a period not exceeding thirty (30) days.  Each day of 
any violation of this Section shall continue shall constitute a separate offense.  
 
 All other portions of Chapter 12 are unchanged and shall remain in full force and effect.   
 
 SEVERABILITY.  If any provision, clause, sentence, or paragraph of this ordinance or the 
application thereof to any person or circumstances shall be held invalid, that invalidity shall not affect the 
other provisions of this article, which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and 
to this end the provisions of this article are declared to be severable. 
 
 EFFECT OF SECTION HEADINGS.  The headings or titles of the several sections hereof shall 
be solely for convenience of reference and shall not affect the meaning, construction, interpretation or 
effect of this ordinance. 
 
 REPEAL AND EFFECTIVE DATE.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with this 
ordinance are hereby repealed.  This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon approval at second 
reading by the Town Council of the Town of Surfside Beach, South Carolina. 
 
 BE IT ORDERED AND ORDAINED by the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Surfside 
Beach, South Carolina, in assembly and by the authority thereof, this ___ day of _______ 2013. 
 

____________________________________ 
Douglas F. Samples, Mayor 

         
_______________________________________ ______________________________________ 
Mary Beth Mabry, Mayor Pro Tempore    Ann Dodge, Town Council    
 
_______________________________________ ______________________________________ 
Mark L. Johnson, Town Council       Elizabeth A. Kohlmann, Town Council 
 
_______________________________________ ______________________________________ 
Roderick E. Smith, Town Council   Randle M. Stevens, Town Council  
     
 
 
       Attest: 
 
       ______________________________________ 
       Debra E. Herrmann, CMC, Town Clerk 













Town of Surfside Beach 

Department of Public Works 

Decision Paper – 7/23/2013 

Presented by: John Adair, Director 

Subject- 6th Avenue South Pond 

Purpose- To move forward with the filling in/conversion of this Town-Owned property. 

Assumptions- The Public Works Department, community, and regulatory agencies do 
not object to this action. 

Facts- At some point a decision was made to create a VERY small pond at the NW corner of 

Willow Drive South and 6th Ave South. Since we cannot definitively identify who made the 
decision and it could possibly have been made by council, staff wanted to bring this matter back 
before council for a consensus. The issues involved are that we have tried to maintain this VERY 
small pond and keep it free of algae and aquatic weeds. This effort has proven to be expensive, 
time-consuming and ineffective. 

Public Works personnel have spent many hours spraying chemicals to treat the growth (as many 
times per season as the law allows) but it remains unsightly. They have tried dyes to prevent the 
sun from permeating the pond, but they flow out too quickly. They have also replaced the motor 
on the fountain several times, but due to the shallow water, it continues to bottom out during 
dry spells and pull in muck from the bottom which damages the motor. Basically, the pond is too 
shallow and too warm in the summer season to be anything except a breeding ground for 
mosquitoes and unwanted weeds. It should also be noted that the pond has no useful filtration 
or retention purpose, and has no appreciable effect on water quality. 

The process of obtaining preliminary approvals at the regulatory level has been underway since 
February of this year. In June, the Army Corps of Engineers issued a non-jurisdictional 
determination. Earthworks Group has done the surveying work, grading, drainage, and site 
plans, and has recently sent a Notice of Intent to DHEC, applying for a land disturbance permit 
under automatic general coverage. 

Recommendation-  Due to the negative impact that this pond has created in the 

community, and the strong desire of the Town to enhance the quality of life for the residents 
and visitors, I feel that we should proceed as quickly as possible to the operational phase of this 
project, and re-purpose this site. 











 

Two lampposts at the Surfside Pier. 

 

 

 

 

 

Addition for each lamppost. 



 

Heavy-duty lamp post scroll double bracket extending 18" from pole  

Price: From $359.00 

Detailed Description 

Because these brackets are custom made to fit your poles, you will save time and increase 
security. No more slipping brackets - no more damaged lamp posts. Clamping system will be 
customized to fit round, square or tapered poles. 

Made from steel and black powder coated. Can be custom colored with upcharge. Brackets 
extend 18" out from pole and are capable of handling weights up to 100 lbs. Also available as a 
single bracket. 

 

 

 



 

Two-Way Hook Style Hanging Basket Bracket  
Price: $195.85 

 Another Hanging Basket Bracket (Two-Way Version) that will add life to your 
Street. These brackets are made from solid round steel rods that have been shaped into a 
beautiful hanging basket bracket. The standard size bracket has an arm that extends 18", but the 
brackets can even be made to your exact custom specifications. 
 
*Use with either the 18" or 22" diameter hanging baskets. 

**Includes all mounting hardware. 
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