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TOWN OF SURFSIDE BEACH      
115 US Highway 17 North, Surfside Beach, SC 29575 
Web:  www.surfsidebeach.org 
 (843) 913-6111     (843) 238-5432 
 
 

 
 

SURFSIDE BEACH TOWN COUNCIL  
Regular MEETING AGENDA 

Council chambers 
 Tuesday, August 13, 2013  6:30 p.m. 

 
 1. CALL TO ORDER – Mayor Douglas F. Samples 
 
 2.   INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Dr. David Powers, The Pilgrimage  
  Church  
 

 3.   AGENDA APPROVAL 
 
 4.   MINUTES APPROVAL   
  A. Special Meeting July 12, 2013 
  B. Regular Meeting July 23, 2013 

 
 5.  PUBLIC COMMENTS – Agenda Items Only. (3-minutes per speaker) 
 
   6.   COMMUNICATIONS 
  A.   Proclamation #13-86, Constitution Week -September 17-23, 2013, Mrs. Lyle  
   Werner 
  B.   Department Reports 
   i.   Fire  
   ii.   Planning, Building & Zoning 
   iii. Police  
  C.   Administrator’s Report - Update on Current Events 
     
 7.   BUSINESS 
  A. Second Readings of Ordinances  
   i. 13-0755 to amend §3-23 Registration of Dogs to exempt Certified Service  
    Dogs from paying registration fee, Administrator Fellner 
   ii. 13-0757 to amend §13-52(d)(8) Marine Construction, to eliminate docks,  
    Director Morris 
  B. First Readings of Ordinances   
   i.   13-0754 to amend §2-20(b) Travel Per Diem, Mayor Pro Tempore Mabry  
    and Councilmember Johnson 
   ii. 13-0756 to add Chapter 12, Article 5, Stormwater Retention Ponds   
    allowable boats on town stormwater retention ponds, Councilmember  
    Smith, and Director Morris 
   iii. 13-0758 to amend §9-7 to add Paragraph (7) No parking against traffic  
    flow , Police Chief Keziah 

PUBLIC NOTICE:  Town Council Workshop, Tuesday, August 13, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. to 
Discuss Horry Georgetown Technical College Signage Recommendations. 



                Town of Surfside Beach Town Council Meeting 
                Town Council Chambers  Tuesday, August 13, 2013 
                Agenda, Continued 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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 7.   BUSINESS, continued 
  B. First Readings of Ordinances, continued 
   iv. 13-0759 to add §13-23 to require 2 hour fire walls and 15-inch between  
    water closet and shower, Director Morris 
   v. 13-0760 to add §4-30 Solicitation for Town Sponsored, Charity and   
    Nonprofit Events, Administrator Fellner  
  C.  Resolution #13-139 to Promote Work Place Safety, Administrator Fellner 
  D. Committee Appointments – (May be deferred until after executive session.) 
   i. Construction Board of Adjustment & Appeals (1 vacancy)  
   ii. Stormwater Committee (1 vacancy) - Alan Beck, volunteer 
   iii. Senior Citizens Committee – (4 vacancies)  
     a. Cindy McLaughlin, resignation 
     b. Joe Buczek, volunteer 
     c. Lonnie Hopkins, volunteer 
     d. George Moustakis, volunteer 
     e. William G. “Bill” Thomas, Jr., volunteer 
       
 8.   DISCUSSION – Any matters of concern or information to be discussed by Town   
  Council. 
 
  9.   PUBLIC COMMENTS – General Comments. (5-minutes per speaker) 
 
 10.   COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
 11.   EXECUTIVE SESSION 
  A.   Pursuant to FOIA §30-4-70(a)(1) to discuss the appointment of a person to a  
   public  body (See Business Item 7D above.) 
  B.   Pursuant to FOIA §30-4-70(a)(2) to discuss proposed contractual arrangements 
 
 12.   ADJOURNMENT 
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  SURFSIDE BEACH TOWN COUNCIL  1 
  SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES  2 
  JULY 12, 2013  3:00 P.M. 3 
         TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 4 
 5 
 6 
 1.  CALL TO ORDER.
 8 

    7 

 Mayor Samples called the special meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.  Mayor Samples, Mayor Pro 9 
Tempore Mabry, and Councilmembers Johnson, and Kohlmann were in attendance.  Councilmembers 10 
Dodge, Smith and Stevens were absent.  A quorum was present. Others present:  Administrator Fellner, 11 
Planning Director Morris, Public Works Director Adair, and Town Clerk Herrmann.    12 
 13 
 2.  PUBLIC COMMENTS – AGENDA ITEMS.
 15 

 (3 minutes).   14 

 “I hope I still know how to do this microphone.  For the councilmembers, you know me.  My name 16 
is Anita S. Hopkins, 712 Cedar Drive North.  The reason I am here today is to address Lake Elizabeth 17 
and Dogwood Lake, and any impacts, and anything that might be, be [sic] being considered to have 18 
additional impact on Lake Elizabeth, and what I mean by any impact is encroachment, it’s intrusion, 19 
anything that would alter Lake Elizabeth from where it is as of the contract on 20 (**), 2001, January the 20 
11th.  Under this contract, and I just talked with Steve Gosnell on the phone at 2:30, and he said that a 21 
resolution was sent to him and he reviewed it, and he sent it back to the town administrator stating that he 22 
didn’t see any problem with the dock or whatever they wanted to build down on Dogwood Lake for 23 
someone.  I don’t the gentleman that wants it or the family, but I would say this, that anything that is put 24 
into Lake Elizabeth at this point causes the lake to stop flowing and according to what Steve Gosnell is 25 
sending me in the mail, and I should have it Monday or Tuesday, is that he has no problem with what we 26 
do in this town.  He has no jurisdiction.  But, and here’s the, here’s the sticking point, 100-percent of the 27 
maintenance and the destruction that we create, and if we put anything in there in Lake Elizabeth other 28 
than what it is now, we are 100-percent as the town of Surfside responsible for it, and not only that, we 29 
are responsible for an additional 30-percent according to this contract for stormwater.  So, 30-percent’s 30 
bad; we got off light.  We didn’t pay anything for the million-plus dollars worth of work that took place 31 
from, from Business 17 to, to the end of Dogwood Lake.  We came out clear.  We have nothing on our 32 
taxes that says we owe anything to stormwater in the county.  The county and the state took care of it.  33 
Now, if we go and we fill up our lakes with docks and boats, and we can also take a boat and put it inside 34 
and prepare ourselves, but we can’t roll up a dock and stick it in and secure it from a major storm, and 35 
you know, we’ve got piers [sic] that go in that Atlantic Ocean that can be taken out.  Now, the Hardwick 36 
family lost a paddle boat one time that got stuck in the weir, and it started backing it up and it doesn’t take 37 
but moments for that lake to rise.  (Time ended.)  If you impact anything; you got it.  I’ll be back.” 38 
 39 
 “Ron Ott, 7th Avenue North.  I know it’s a fact about, and you can check with Nelson Hardwick, 40 
where his, it was actually a paddle, paddle boat that got caught in there, and Bobby Radford, even with 41 
the backhoe, they tried to get it.  It was jammed in the weir.  The water started backing up.  Within an 42 
hour it was almost over seven foot in there, and you can call Bobby or Mr. Nelson there.  You can check 43 
with them.  That’s all it takes.  Now, imagine if we had a regular storm and what Gosnell’s telling you, 44 
yeah, yeah, no problem with it, and when he comes down and sees that jammed up, he’s gonna say, 45 
sayonara; 100-percent for Surfside.  You got all the damage that’s caused by this water; hope it was 46 
worth is.  Thank you.” 47 
 48 
 “Holly Watson, 319 North Oak Drive.  I called FEMA today along with several other people.  49 
FEMA told me today that if the boats and the docks stop up the weir like Mr. Hardwick’s previously did 50 
and the torrential flood that happens after we fish all this debris out of the weir, when that flooding occurs, 51 
they’re not responsible.  They will not pay or respond to any drainage claims.  That means that anybody 52 
downstream from Lake Elizabeth, if anything happens to Lake Elizabeth, my property floods, FEMA’s not 53 
gonna reimbursement me.  They’re not gonna pay me.  What do I do, all because somebody upstream 54 
needs a dock?  I’m not alone.  You all are supposed to be representing our interests, the general public.  55 
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Not one or two property owners that decide they want a dock on the lake.  That’s just unacceptable to me.  56 
I worked hard for my home.  That represents all my life.  That’s just unacceptable.  My constitutional rights 57 
are being violated here, if you pass this thing.  Think about this, not just me, anybody downstream and 58 
you know it flows from north to south, so anybody south of Lake Elizabeth and Dogwood Lake will be 59 
affected, because all the drainage ditches and everything come out of that, too.  Now, according to the 60 
Municipal Association about this particular matter, the question remains that we do not know what 61 
happens if a person dives into these lakes.  We don’t know if there’re stumps in there.  We don’t know 62 
what chemicals are in.  We don’t know what the toxicity levels are, and the worst part of it is we’re missing 63 
a million dollars of our stormwater money, so we will never be able to test for it, because we don’t have 64 
the money.  So, we, we’re up a creek without a paddle; yeah.  I wanna know since I feel like my 65 
constitutional rights are being violated here, because I am downstream of where all these are going to be 66 
taking place, evidently, what happens to a handicapped person or the rest of the general public?  Where 67 
are you gonna put your public boat launch areas so the rest of the public can use our town-owned lakes, 68 
not just these particular people that surround the lakes.  From what I’ve seen, the general public is fenced 69 
out.  They’re, that’s not acceptable, though.  If you’re gonna have it open to private owners, then have it 70 
open to the public.  It is a public lake, and of course, along with that goes all the handicapped ramps, the 71 
cleanup, the extra patrol, that type thing that goes with it.  If not, then somebody else’s constitutional 72 
rights are gonna be violated, because you’re not opening it up to the general public for recreational use.  I 73 
don’t think we’ve thought about all that.  The fact that we’re here at three p.m. on Friday afternoon; we 74 
just had a council meeting Tuesday, makes me wonder just exactly whose interest are being represented 75 
(Time ended.) here.  Please search your moral compass to that answer.  Thank you.” 76 
 77 
 Ms. Lowery:  “I’m always here.”  Mayor Samples apologized for the informal address.  Ms. 78 
Lowery:  “That’s quite all right.  Betty Lowery, 619 4th Avenue North.  I was in a rush Tuesday night to get 79 
everything in, so a couple of things...  I don’t have an issue with lakeside decks.  You know, if somebody 80 
wants to build a little platform there and they can sit out and just look at the water, I don’t have an issue 81 
with that.  I do have an issue with some sort of a dock that actually goes into the water, and I think a lot of 82 
it is a mindset.  They look so nice, thanks to public work, works, and there’re houses right on ‘em, and we 83 
call ‘em lakes, and I think that mind set has led us to view them that way instead of what their actual 84 
purpose is.  If someone puts a 12 by 12 dock, and I’m going to refer to dock as being something you’re 85 
gonna put a boat on in the water, if they put that out there, there’s no way on God’s green earth they’re 86 
gonna be able to haul those things in, in a storm.  It’s just not gonna happen.  They can’t do it.  We just 87 
can’t afford to have anything actually out in the water.  As far as boats and things are concerned, 88 
hallelujah!  (Speaker’s emphasis)  Nothing other than man powered.  But, still like with the paddle boats 89 
that can get some good size on it there, and we may want to evaluate that.  I don’t know if what you have 90 
there limits the length of the boats.  You’re looking at canoes, kayaks; I don’t know that anybody would 91 
want to put a paddle board out there, but nothing with electric or gas motor.  If they’re gonna put 92 
something in that’s fine.  Also, there was a gentleman who said if they put a deck there, and he doesn’t 93 
have anywhere to put his boat, how’s he gonna get his boat in the water.  If the lot has a 30-foot front, the 94 
width of the deck can only be 12 feet.  That gives him 18 feet, if he wants to try to slide a canoe in from 95 
some other section of (**).  Not having a dock or a floating dock is not going to preempt him from putting a 96 
boat in the water.  We have that area at the end of Nelson’s house; not the one with the fence, but on the 97 
other side.  People are always going in there.  They’re fishing there.  You know, they can slide a canoe in.  98 
I don’t know, I’m not in favor of putting boats out there at all, except for maybe what Mr. Adair has to use 99 
for servicing, but if it’s gonna happen, we really need to be able to put a lid on it.  But, please, please 100 
consider rescinding the floating dock aspect of it.  That is a can of worms.  I mean, that’s where all the 101 
changes had to come in.  That’s where all the flexibility had to be.  Lake side deck, pond side deck, a side 102 
deck, you know, no issues there that will interfere with anything.  But, putting a dock out that’s whole 103 
nother [sic] issue, you know putting something in that water that’s gonna float, and float away.  (Time 104 
ended.)”   105 
 106 
 “Al Lauer, 124 Harbor Lights Drive.  I look at it this way, to put anything else into the water makes 107 
no good sense, and I would leave it at that.  We know that the water is polluted.  We aren’t testing it 108 
enough.  We don’t know that, I guess, for a 100-percent certainty, but I think we all know that that water is 109 
polluted.  To keep people away from it, out of that water, is probably in everybody’s best interest.  I 110 
appreciate how pretty it looks to be on that lake or that retention basin, but it just doesn’t make any good 111 
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sense to put people close to it, in it.  Now, sitting on a deck, I think is fine, but otherwise, it just doesn’t 112 
make good sense.” 113 
 114 
 “Sandra Elliott, 5th Avenue North.  I am also opposed to all types of decks out there, mainly 115 
because of the pollution, and I’m also opposed to the resolution which is stating what can go into the 116 
water, when we know it’s polluted to begin with.  So, we’re saying okay, go in the water with your canoe, 117 
but we know people are doing it now, but we’re giving a blessing.  Go ahead, go in there and fish, and if 118 
your arm falls off in a month, that’s okay.” 119 
 120 
 Mayor Samples said before the business items were taken up he was compelled to mention that 121 
all councilmembers were contacted with the exception of Mr. Stevens, who was on vacation with his 122 
family.  Mr. Stevens made Town Council aware earlier in the week that he would not be available, 123 
because of personal commitments.  Ms. Dodge and Mr. Smith were contacted yesterday.  The meeting 124 
time was established with their input, and only after noon today was he advised that they would be unable 125 
to attend.  Mayor Samples expressed appreciation to the members whom attended so that there was, in 126 
fact, a legal quorum, which allowed them to conduct business.  Having served 11 years, and having 127 
talked to other members who served long before he began serving, Mayor Samples said Town Council 128 
had never had trouble conducting business, because of members not showing up for meetings.  He 129 
reiterated appreciation for those members that attended, and said he did not know how the vote would 130 
turn out, but at least members were present to express their opinions, make their position known, so that 131 
the town could conduct business.  Mayor Samples said in his opinion, it was unseemly of elected 132 
members to not to attend meetings when they had already committed to attend.  133 
 134 
 3.  BUSINESS.
 136 

   135 

 Mayor Samples said if there was no objection, he would like to address Item B, Second Reading 137 
of Ordinance #13-0751 to allow docks on Town Lakes before addressing the resolution.  There were no 138 
objections.   139 
 140 
 B.  Second Reading of Ordinance #13-0751 to allow docks on Town Lakes. 141 
 142 
 Ms. Mabry moved to adopt second reading of Ordinance #13-0751 with an amendment to delete 143 
Section 17-417 Docks and Section 17-418 Violations in their entirety, and to substitute the following as 144 
Section 17-417:  All docks are hereby prohibited on the town stormwater retention ponds, also known as 145 
“town lakes”.  Existing docks shall be considered existing non-conforming uses and shall not be allowed 146 
to be rebuilt or replaced should the dock be damaged or become unsafe.  Ms. Kohlmann seconded.   147 
 148 
 Mayor Samples said asked how the motion impacted first reading.   149 
 150 
 Ms. Mabry said it would substitute the new language for Section 17-417, docks.  The current 17-151 
417 and Section 17-418 would be omitted. 152 
 153 
 Ms. Morris said this was discussed with the town attorney who said that 17-417 could be 154 
amended as stated by Ms. Mabry and that Section 17-418 would no longer be required, and Town 155 
Council could continue on with second reading.  Ms. Mabry’s amendment would replace the proposed 156 
wording as adopted at first reading, but it would constitute second reading.   157 
 158 
 Mr. Johnson asked for clarification if the amendment would replace 17-417 and 17-418.  Ms. 159 
Morris said that was correct.  The amendment language would appear in the final ordinance as 17-417 160 
under docks, and 17-418 violations and remedies would be removed because docks were not allowed at 161 
all.   162 
 163 
 Ms. Kohlmann asked what happened to existing docks if this amendment was adopted; if an 164 
existing dock created a violation would the code not need to include what the violation was.  Ms. Morris 165 
said in Chapter 17 includes the exact wording that was proposed for 17-418, so there was a code to 166 
apply.  Ms. Kohlmann asked if violations code had to be specific to docks.  Ms. Morris said it did not. 167 
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 168 
 Mayor Samples said the town had done wonders with the stormwater ponds over the last decade.  169 
The fact of the matter was that the town did not acquire ownership of the larger lakes until the early 170 
2000s.  Prior to then, they were privately owned.  They weren’t maintained, and the town desired to take 171 
possession of the ponds so that they could provide some maintenance.  Mayor Samples said they were 172 
called lakes, but those who had been here knew they were nothing more than stormwater retention 173 
ponds.  Those who were here recall when the lakes were lower before the county stormwater project was 174 
done and the town agreed to take more stormwater flow on from the county.  He was talking specifically 175 
in this instance about Dogwood Lake.  The bottom of the pond was not level.  There were old coquina pits 176 
that filled up.  To begin with they were unsafe for recreational use on that basis.  The fact of the matter 177 
was that the town knew there were all types of pollutants in the ponds, because by their very nature they 178 
were stormwater runoff retention ponds.  He asked Mr. Adair, who was not working for the town at that 179 
time, but was now responsible for maintaining the lakes to describe the maintenance process and 180 
chemicals used to keep them aesthetically pleasing, but they were not something he would recommend 181 
people use for recreation. 182 
 183 
 Mr. Adair said his job was primarily concerned with maintaining proper water flow in the lakes.  184 
Water quality was a huge part of what the department did, as did any municipality on the coast, subject to 185 
NPDES (National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System) regulations, which was hugely concerned with 186 
water quality.  Mr. Adair shared photographs taken in 2008, copies of which are on file, showing the 187 
condition of Dogwood Lake and Lake Elizabeth at that time.  According to reports Mr. Adair heard, he 188 
understood that birds could walk across the top of the water on Lake Elizabeth, because there was so 189 
much vegetation and debris in the lake.  The photograph of the county side of US Highway 17 showed a 190 
huge amount of litter accumulated in the ditch behind the bowling alley.  Since the screen filtration was 191 
installed much of the debris was prevented from coming into Lake Elizabeth.  The potential for pollutants 192 
and small particulates and bacteria, however, continue.  There was no control over that.  Mr. Adair 193 
explained to the planning commission last week that he was very concerned with the human contact 194 
aspect of using the lakes.  There have been many anecdotal problems with heavy hits of bacteria coming 195 
out of the swashes.  The lakes were treated, and volunteers tested the water weekly.  Various chemicals 196 
were used multiple times depending on the severity of the problem throughout the course of the summer.  197 
They use products like Glyphosate, which is a “Round-up” weed killer type product, to control certain 198 
types of aquatic weeds; Diquat dibromide, a regulated restricted herbicide eliminates many of the 199 
submerged weeds, and Copper sulfate was used to treat the algae that grew on the surface creating the 200 
green film on the water.  These chemicals help reduce the plant life in the ponds, but also present a 201 
different set of problems.  For instance, there was oxygen reduction in the water caused by the dying 202 
plants.  Mr. Adair said he personally would not eat fish out of any of the town’s lakes, based on that 203 
information.  There were all sorts of heavy metals that run off the roads like mercury, and copper.  Even 204 
detergents from car washings go into the storm drains.  He wanted everyone to be fully aware of the 205 
maintenance and what was used, because the ponds were not “clean spring water.”   206 
 207 
 Ms. Morris said that the town attorney also advised that if the amendment to prohibit the docks 208 
was adopted that Town Council be specific as to why the decision was made for the record. 209 
 210 
 Ms. Mabry said number one, as leaders of the town, nothing comes before the health and safety 211 
of the citizens and the general public.  There were also liability issues.  But all the other issues take 212 
second place.  Health and safety was number one.  Ms. Herrmann asked if Ms. Mabry wished this to be 213 
‘for the record.’  Ms. Mabry said yes.   214 
 215 
 Mayor Samples asked Ms. Mabry to start over and begin with ‘for the record.’              216 
  217 
 Ms. Mabry said for the record, “As leaders of our community, health and safety is number one.  218 
That’s what we’re here for, and I have learned since the first vote, we’ve had a, an opinion from the 219 
Municipal Association.  It’s not a good idea.  It’s not safe.  Our waters are not safe for body contact, and 220 
that’s exactly what we’re promoting, if we allow these docks.  And as much as I’d like to thank the 221 
planning commission, because I do think they tried to split the baby without doing any harm, basically, it is 222 
harmful.  This is a retention pond.  There’s not enough chemical made that will make this water clean, 223 
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because every day we’re taking water from any part of the county.  We don’t have control over what 224 
comes into our lakes.  It is not spring fed, nor is it river fed.  It is stormwater runoff, and it is everything 225 
and anything that you can think.  Even the chemicals that we put in it to take care of the algae is not 226 
something that you want to be in contact with.  We simply don’t want to promote recreational activities 227 
when we know it can be harmful.  We call our retention ponds town lakes.  We try to beautify them.  We 228 
try to make them look as nice as they can.  We’re a family beach; we want everything to look good.  It’s 229 
still a stormwater retention pond.  No matter how pretty you make it look.  I just think that the bacteria, we 230 
have over 1,100 acres in Horry County, it carries pollutants, contaminates, not limited to e-coli bacteria, 231 
lead, arsenic, mercury, pesticides, chemicals, zinc, and herbicides.  So nobody here, in my opinion, would 232 
want body contact with that.  So that is why I’m saying no to the docks.  It’s a health and safety issue.” 233 
 234 
 Ms. Kohlmann asked if that was what was needed, or if the ordinance needed to specifically state 235 
for the health and safety.  Ms. Morris said the statement just needed to be on record.  Ms. Kohlmann just 236 
wanted to make sure that it was adopted with the right wording. 237 
 238 
 Mayor Samples called for the vote saying that if the motion was adopted, the amended language 239 
would be adopted and would be an approved ordinance for the Town of Surfside Beach.  Mayor Samples 240 
asked Ms. Mabry to restate her motion. 241 
 242 
 Ms. Mabry restated the motion to adopt second reading of Ordinance #13-0751 with an 243 
amendment to delete Section 17-417 Docks and Section 17-418 Violations in their entirety, and to 244 
substitute the following as Section 17-417:  All docks are hereby prohibited on the town stormwater 245 
retention ponds, also known as “town lakes”.  Existing docks shall be considered existing non-conforming 246 
uses and shall not be allowed to be rebuilt or replaced should the dock be damaged or become unsafe.  247 
Ms. Kohlmann seconded.  All voted in favor.  MOTION CARRIED AS AMENDED.  (Applause) 248 
    249 
 A.  Resolution #13-138 to allow canoes, paddle boats, and manpowered boats on town on 250 
town lakes and to prohibit all motorized water vehicles and any other type of boat on Town Lakes. 251 
 252 
 Ms. Mabry moved to suspend the rules to allow discussion.  Mr. Johnson seconded.  All voted in 253 
favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 254 
 255 
 Mayor Samples asked if the town attorney had reviewed the resolution as written.  Ms. Morris 256 
said yes, he had.  Mayor Samples said for the record, “the resolution itself could be construed to invite 257 
usage on the lakes.”  Ms. Morris said that was true, it could be construed as such, but if you did not have 258 
anything in place, then you would be allowing whatever they put on the lakes in the lakes.  First, they 259 
were not inviting kayaks, canoes, and paddle boats, but they were already being used on the lakes.  It 260 
was recommended that signage be placed around the lakes that state use of the lakes is at the user’s 261 
own risk, but staff did not recommend it.  Mayor Samples asked if Ms. Morris was recommending that 262 
warning signs be posted.  Ms. Morris said no, she did not.   263 
 264 
 Ms. Kohlmann agreed with Mayor Samples.  At the planning commission meeting someone 265 
mentioned that you could not control what people do, and that was very true.  Unless the town wanted to 266 
fence the lakes, they would not be able to keep people out of them, because there was public access to 267 
them.  Some people, and even she, believed that the town would have to build a public ramp; but, there 268 
was public access already on Cedar Drive North and on Dogwood Drive.  She knew people who canoe in 269 
the lake.  You cannot stop what people do that way.  There were a lot of ordinances, as she had said 270 
before, and the Mayor always said it, do not create ordinances that cannot be enforced.  Ms. Kohlmann 271 
said they did not want to be so (**) that it could not be controlled.  She believed the lakes were retention 272 
ponds.  She was big on stormwater, so she agreed.  If some rule was not in place, the next thing they 273 
would see would be jet skis.  Sooner or later it would happen.  The public would argue if no rules were in 274 
place that they could not be told no.  She believed the council should consider the issue and do what was 275 
best for the town.   276 
 277 
 Ms. Morris said if Town Council chose to approve the resolution today, staff would present an 278 
ordinance for consideration at the next regular council meeting.   279 
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 280 
 Mr. Johnson agreed.  281 
 282 
 Mayor Samples said some definition should be made with respect to the word “small.”  Ms. Morris 283 
said the wording was adjusted slightly; copies were distributed that showed a recommendation at the very 284 
end that “Now, therefore, be it resolved that the Town of Surfside Beach Council does hereby resolve to 285 
limit the use of watercraft to a 4-person canoe, a 2-person kayak, and no more than 2-person small 286 
paddle boat to the daytime hours only.”  Ms. Morris believed that would certainly limit the size.  Mayor 287 
Samples asked if that would be included in the ordinance.  Ms. Morris said yes.  Mayor Samples asked 288 
when the ordinance would be presented.  Ms. Morris said at the next council meeting.   289 
 290 
 Mr. Johnson moved to adopt Resolution #13-138.  Ms. Mabry seconded.   291 
 292 
 Ms. Kohlmann asked if the ordinance would be presented at the next council meeting.  Mayor 293 
Samples said yes.  Ms. Kohlmann asked if someone had a 4-person paddle boat in the water, if they 294 
could continue to keep it there.  Ms. Morris said according to the resolution they would only be allowed in 295 
the water during daylight hours, so it could not be left overnight.  Ms. Kohlmann asked if this would be 296 
represented like a regular ordinance and word or two could be changed.  Ms. Morris said absolutely and 297 
just for the record, “this will not be a planning and zoning ordinance.  That’s why it will not go to planning 298 
commission.  This is actually a public works ordinance, so she wanted to clarify why it would not go to the 299 
planning commission for their recommendation.”   300 
 301 
 All voted in favor.  MOTION CARRIED.        302 
 303 
 4.  ADJOURNMENT.
 305 

   304 

 Mr. Johnson moved to adjourn the meeting at 3:39 p.m.  Ms. Kohlmann seconded.  All voted in 306 
favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 307 
 308 
      Prepared and submitted by, 309 
 310 
      _____________________________________________  311 
      Debra E. Herrmann, CMC, Town Clerk 312 
Approved:  August 13, 2013   313 
 314 

____________________________________ 315 
Douglas F. Samples, Mayor 316 

         317 
_______________________________________ ______________________________________ 318 
Mary M. Mabry, Mayor Pro Tempore   Ann Dodge, Town Council 319 
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  SURFSIDE BEACH TOWN COUNCIL  1 
  REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES  2 
  JULY 23, 2013 6:30 P.M. 3 
         TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 4 
 5 
 6 
 7 
 8 
 1.  CALL TO ORDER.   9 
 10 
 Mayor Samples called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Mayor Samples, Mayor Pro Tempore 11 
Mabry, and Councilmembers Dodge, Johnson, Kohlmann, Smith, and Stevens were in attendance.  A 12 
quorum was present.  Others present:  Town Administrator Fellner; Finance Director King; Public Works 13 
Director Adair, and Town Clerk Herrmann.    14 
 15 
 2.  INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.   16 
 17 
 Pastor Kay Standaland from the South Strand Assembly of God gave the invocation.  Mayor 18 
Samples lead the Pledge. 19 
 20 
 3.  AGENDA APPROVAL. 21 
 22 
 Mr. Smith moved to approve the agenda.  Mr. Stevens seconded.  All voted in favor.  MOTION 23 
CARRIED. 24 
 25 
 4.  MINUTES APPROVAL. 26 
 27 
 Ms. Dodge moved to approve the minutes of the July 9, 2013 meeting as submitted.  Mr. Smith 28 
seconded.  All voted in favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 29 
 30 
 5.  PUBLIC COMMENTS – Agenda Items (3 minutes.) 31 
 32 
 “Betty Lowery, 619 4th Avenue North.  I’m gonna be quick, because I’ve got two antsy little girls 33 
that want to go home, and they just got here.  I’m concerned about the idea of watercraft on the retention 34 
ponds.  At the last council meeting we heard about FEMA refusing to pay for any damage that was the 35 
result of anything that we put on the lakes.  Somebody’s kayak; somebody’s canoe; somebody’s pedal 36 
boat, it won’t make any difference.  If it messes up the weirs; we have flooding, FEMA has already said 37 
they will not pay.  Secondly, putting any kind of water craft on those retention ponds again creates the 38 
illusion this is a recreational area, and it is not.  It is not.  It is a glorified drainage ditch, and it doesn’t 39 
matter what we call ‘em; what name we give ‘em, that’s what they are.  I keep thinking about the dirty 40 
diaper I found in the Piggly Wiggly parking lot next to my car knowing that the water that runs across that 41 
parking lot and through that diaper and into the road and everything else winds up in that pond.  We don’t 42 
need to have anything in that pond that’s going to encourage anyone to contact the water, and I realize 43 
there are some people who have been doing it for a long time and they’re going to say well, I’ve been 44 
doing it since I was a kid.  Well, Surfside now is not Surfside when they were a kid.  (**) It has changed.  It 45 
is developed.  We have a lot going in Surfside now we didn’t have all that time ago.  Thirdly, the idea of a 46 
20-foot minimum, that’s three times my height.  We (**) for a two person water craft you don’t need 20 47 
feet, and I realize that’s a maximum, but it’s just not necessary.  I, I think Surfside will be opening a can of 48 
worms; if we put any kind of water craft whatsoever in that lake.  I would like to see you amend that 49 
motion [sic] to say water craft of any kind is prohibited with the exception of what is needed by the town to 50 
maintain the lakes.  Thank you.”        51 
 52 
 “Good evening.  Ron Ott, 7th Avenue North.  I read the, on the Internet, about the 53 
recommendation we could put on 20-foot sailboats.  That ain’t gonna make it.  You know they have a keel 54 
and the keel has to be a certain size or actually weight to the mast head, and I don’t see the avenues that 55 
you can actually steer safely a sail boat.  Once that keel gets caught, you, you, you lose that lever 56 
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movement.  The boat’s gonna turn into the wind and it’s gonna flop in the water.  I don’t know if John 57 
Adair’s ready to start pulling these sailboats out of the water.  I don’t have any trouble with the canoes 58 
and paddle boats and stuff like that, but I think you’re, you’re gonna have a problem with the sailboats.  59 
They just, can I say it, they’re, it’s really redneck, you know, 20 foot sailboats in Lake Elizabeth don’t, they 60 
just don’t make it.  The 6th Avenue South pond, we look at what it would (**).  I guess we have some kind 61 
of, and that’s the amount of what’s it’s gonna cost to connect all these pipes and fill it in.  The connecting 62 
of what, three pipes coming in, and two pipes going out making this connection versus what it would cost 63 
if we put another little pump in there and, because it did look really nice for a long time a couple of years 64 
[sic.]  The pump went down and so did the lake.  The lake’s not, it’s not a lake, it’s just a little retention 65 
pond.  That’s all it is.  (**)  It was a nice little water treat there for the people.  Did we ask the people in the 66 
area how they felt.  Maybe some want it and maybe some of them don’t.  The stormwater millage, we’re 67 
gonna discuss that.  I hope we find that missing $1 million.  Where is stormwater?  Yeah, I’d like to see 68 
that, if anybody wants to know about that, it’s in the minutes.  Thank you very much.” 69 
 70 
 “Alan Beck, (**) 10th Avenue North.  I sent you all an email with my concerns on this proposed 71 
motion and the special meeting, and I urge that you reconsider those, because I believe they were based 72 
on faulty data.  I read in the newspaper about how polluted our ponds were.  I’ve heard people talk about 73 
that tonight.  I’m one of the Surfside water testers.  The rate for the last three years on Dogwood Lake, I 74 
don’t know about other ponds may be polluted and have a problem; we have a clean lake.  Dogwood 75 
Lake’s data from the data base, which I drew out for the last three years, says the median e-coli has been 76 
33.0.  We test every two weeks.  The limit for full body immersion, I’m quoting the EPA max, is 575.  77 
Thirty-three pollution compared to 575 EPA maximum limit for being in over your head totally is just way 78 
off the chart!  (Speaker’s emphasis) If you look at nitrates, nitrites, or ammonia, the other three things we 79 
test for the last three years, (**) June, (**) July, three years back, zero!  Every two weeks zero!  We 80 
haven’t had it in Dogwood Lake.  Those lakes five or six years ago had ponds [sic], problems, but they’re 81 
clearing up.  I think you got the wrong data from citizens that just come up and assume that things are, 82 
are dirty in the lake, because they saw a dirty diaper across the street, and you need to understand the 83 
data that comes from actual sampling in our lake shows it’s clean.  I went sailing this afternoon all the way 84 
around the lake; enjoyed it tremendously.  I do [sic] my little boat.  I know where the sandbars are.  I get 85 
through fine.  If I ground out in the middle of the lake, I know it’s less than knee deep.  You can stand (**) 86 
and the water would be down there (indicating his knee area); a long way from total body immersion and 87 
perfectly safe for most everywhere in Dogwood Lake.  You can stand up fine.  You need to reconsider 88 
both the emergency meeting resolution and this proposed implementation tonight, because it was based 89 
on erroneous data.  It was based on fear.  People were worried about a lot of boats careening around.  90 
Well, you’ve outlawed jet skis, as they said, or something (**) motor boats.  But, it’s not gonna happen.  91 
Nobody’s gonna put a big sailboat with a keel in there.  My sailboat is 7 foot plus, now, and my board 92 
goes down about 5 or 6 inches.  So, you know, it works fine for me and my grandson.  You may want to 93 
put three people in a canoe.  I haven’t put my grandson in yet, because my canoe’s tippy, and my little 94 
sailboat is perfectly stable.  It’s 4 feet wide, 7 feet long, and it’s very stable, and works fine.  The water is 95 
clean.  What’s the problem?  The problem, I think, is that a lot of the people that’s tried to convince you 96 
not to do this don’t want one of their neighbors to have a dock or a boat and they want to be sure that we 97 
penalize them enough that they’d get rid of them and be afraid of ‘em.  This thing about the boat in the 98 
water overnight being 30 days in jail, when I went around today I saw three of four boats that were in the 99 
water in our neighbor’s yard tied up to their docks or whatever.  I’ve been gone three weeks.  I came back 100 
to town and I found this out on line that rounded bottom boats weren’t gonna be conformed anymore, 101 
sailboats weren’t gonna be allowed (time ended) and it was 30 days in jail.  So I would have 400 days in 102 
jail as of today.  In fact, if Tom O’Dare had borrowed my boat, left it tied up in front of the lake…  Mayor 103 
Samples interrupted saying thank you.  Mr. Beck:  “My time is up.”  Mayor Samples said yes, sir.  Mr. 104 
Beck:  “Thank you.”         105 
 106 
 “Lonnie Hopkins, 712 Cedar Drive North. Mr. Mayor and Council, got a couple of things.  Number 107 
one, bring back a little incident that happened a few years ago. There’s no if, and, or buts about it; 108 
happened cause I saw it, and my wife saw it; talking about canoes. There is a canoe that came from the 109 
upper end of the lake, one windy cold day, in the winter time.  And in that canoe was two small boys.  110 
Looked like they were nine, ten years old, no life vest on, no nothing.  We wondered how; what in the 111 
world they were doing in that boat.  No grownups around or anything. So we stayed and watched out my 112 
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kitchen window.  Well all at once, the wind was so high they decided to try and get this canoe turned 113 
around; only had one ore. They tried to turn it around.  They couldn’t do it.  First thing, he lost the ore, 114 
start floating down cause the winds blowing it toward the water weir.  The little boy jumps out of the boat, 115 
goes down swimming like heck.  He gets the ore.  He came back and he tried to get in the, the, the 116 
canoe.  He turned the canoe over and there they were.  After trying to hold on and everything, very, very 117 
cold.  So I ran out, and Anita called the rescue squad here in Surfside to get them down so we could get 118 
them out.  I had a crawdad boat in my back yard.  I ran out to get that, well, realized my ores were in the 119 
garage.  So I looked up the lake about 200 yards and there was a small fishing boat up there. And so I 120 
called him and waved at him, boys in trouble and everything.  So he came down about that time the 121 
Surfside Rescue got there.  And those two boys got out, but they could of drowned.  That canoe when it 122 
turned over, you know it can happen.  So, we have no controls on how we control who’s in those, in those 123 
boats and everything.  So that’s one of my points.  The other point I want to remind you again, that we 124 
have the data from the county.  We got it this week, about what was stated here today and it was 70:30 125 
contract.  The 70:30 contract that you have is for capital expenditures on these lakes. The other portion is 126 
100-percent that you have, the town has to take care of anything that happens on those lakes.  So it’s not 127 
a 70:30, it’s 130. And I’ve got documentation at my house that states that from the county.  And I’m sure 128 
you’ve got it too, and everything; so, just a couple of small points there and everything.  And the other 129 
thing, that small island on Lake Elizabeth, there’s youngsters that come in there.  Look like they are 130 
fifteen, sixteen years old and they go in there and they camp out.  They got their small little boats and 131 
they go in there and they’re in there sometimes four or five hours.  They shouldn’t be in there.  You can’t 132 
see them or nothing, you know. So, there should be a sign stating they aren’t allowed to loaf and park on 133 
this small island.  Thank you very much.” 134 
 135 
 “Judy Allen, and I live at 616 10th Avenue North on the lake.  I don’t understand quite what this 136 
gentleman was talking about.  We see ‘em out there on that lake every day, and most of the kids, they 137 
have on life preservers.  If, if something is wrong with that then put up [signs] saying life preservers are 138 
required on the lake.  Don’t stop the kids from playing.  Don’t stop the fishermen from fishing.  You know, 139 
a little electric motor’s not gonna hurt that lake.  I just don’t quite understand where all this is coming from.  140 
That’s all I have to say.” 141 
 142 
 6.  COMMUNICATIONS. 143 
 144 
 A.  Department Reports. 145 
 146 
 i.  Finance 147 
 148 
 Ms. King presented the written report, a copy of which is on file.  Ms. King explained that the final 149 
June 2013 financial results could not be compiled, because revenue collected in July was actually for the 150 
month of June.  Year-to-date, the general fund brought in $5,593,463, which was $228,000 less than 151 
budgeted.  Franchise fees from Santee Cooper and Time Warner had not yet been received.  Revenue 152 
from business licenses renewed during July would also be credited to June.  It was possible that the 153 
revenue projection for the year would be met.  Expenditures totaled $5.5 million on a budget of $5.9 154 
million.  At this time, the general fund was $88,000 to the good, but there were still revenue and 155 
expenditures to be booked.  Also, capital item expenditures and money for the road had to be booked.  156 
The accommodations fund had a net of $10,000 for the year.  Local accommodations taxes were all 157 
transferred to the general fund.  Hospitality had a loss of $566,000.  The pier brought in $663,000 year-to-158 
date; expenses were $82,000, plus the loan payment.  So, the pier was not flush with cash, even though 159 
it appeared that way on paper.  The sanitation fund had done well bringing in $1.175 million so far this 160 
year; expenditures were $1 million, so it has a net of $160,000.  Sanitation equipment and the pier fund 161 
needed to have depreciation booked to get the year-end totals.  The Lanier Parking status showed year-162 
to-date revenue receipts of $93,600 with expenses of $57,655.  Ms. King had estimated that this month 163 
that Lanier would have expenses of $14,000; it was actually $13,900.  Year-to-date the town netted 164 
$35,962 from parking meters.  Lanier’s budget in the proposal indicated that the town would make about 165 
$36,000, so the receipts were about $6,000 under Lanier’s projection.   166 
 167 



Regular Town Council Meeting 
July 23, 2013 

Page 4 of 24 
 

 Ms. Dodge asked Ms. King how much had been paid to Lanier.  Ms. King said approximately 168 
$57,655; the town also bought equipment, which was not included in that total.              169 
    170 
 Mayor Samples asked whether that amount included Lanier’s fee.  Ms. King said yes.  Mayor 171 
Samples asked if the fee was being paid monthly.  Ms. King said yes.  The only number not included was 172 
the merchant fees that were not yet booked.   173 
  174 
 Ms. Kohlmann referred to the general fund operating expenditures and asked for explanations for 175 
the following variances: 176 
 177 
      June 2013  June 2012  Increase 178 
 179 
 Fire Department     $13,110    $  6,170  $  6,940 180 
 181 
 Grounds       $12,212    $  5,836  $  6,376 182 
 183 
 Public Works      $34,727    $18,919  $15,808 184 
 185 
 Hospitality/Grounds     $  9,425                $  2,811  $  6,614      186 
  187 
 Ms. King believed the fire department increase was for uniforms, but was not certain.  She would 188 
check all the departments and advise Town Council.  189 
 190 
 ii.  Recreation 191 
 192 
 Ms. Fellner presented the written report, a copy of which is on file, because Ms. Ellis was absent 193 
due to illness.  The July 4th celebration was held in the pier parking lot.  Entertainment was provided by 194 
Steve Fairchild and the show was fantastic.  The fireworks display lasted 25 minutes and was the best so 195 
far.  Attendance was believed to be the largest ever.  The police, fire, and public works departments 196 
assisted with the event.  The Kid’s Fair was held Monday, July 15th at Fuller Park from 4:00 p.m. until 7:00 197 
p.m.  There were 16 kid-friendly vendors participating.  Entertainment was provided Dee Jay Benton.  198 
New York Life attended and provided free IDs for the children, which included a photo and fingerprint kits.  199 
The event was a great success and attended by more people than ever before.  The Youth Association 200 
finished its youth athletic programs for the year and was preparing a final report that would include a 201 
financial report, successes, and problems.  Upcoming events included the Beach Luau; Guy Daniels 202 
Memorial Surf-off, August 17th and 18th; Movies After Dark, August 25th at 9:00 p.m. in Martin Park.  The 203 
featured movie is Parental Guidance; Sunday Serenades continue, and has an ever expanding audience; 204 
and Farmers Market every Tuesday, which continues to be a huge success.   205 
 206 
 Ms. Dodge said the Sunday Serenades were excellent.  There were some very good artists 207 
performing.  She enjoyed it very much and it was a good, relaxing way to spend a Sunday afternoon. 208 
 209 
 Mr. Johnson asked when the Beach Luau was scheduled.  Ms. Fellner said August 12th beginning 210 
at 6:00 p.m. at the pier.  A flyer was created today that would be published on the website.   211 
 212 
 Ms. Kohlmann asked if the insurance certificate was received for the Guy Daniels Surf-off.  Ms. 213 
Fellner said no, but a reminder was in the executive assistant’s and her outlook files.  If the certificate was 214 
not presented, the event would be cancelled.  Mr. Daniels knows a certificate is required as both she and 215 
Ms. Messall had spoken with him about it.   216 
 217 
 Mr. Johnson publicly thanked everyone involved with the July 4th celebration.  The traffic flow was 218 
phenomenal this year, as opposed to years past.  There were no major explosions on the pier; it was all 219 
good.   220 
 221 
 222 
 223 
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 iii.  Public Works. 224 
 225 
 Mr. Adair presented the written report, a copy of which is on file.  Sanitation residential service 226 
delivered four carts to new residences; seven carts were delivered upon owner request, and 22 carts 227 
were delivered to handle overflow.  Commercial service had four accounts that increased service days; 228 
15 accounts required extra pick-ups due to overflow.  Schedules were explained to four new business 229 
accounts:  Marketing Provisions, Car Rental Associates, Insurance Co. Records, and Lazer’s Pizza.  230 
Surfside Pizza was notified that its dumpster needed to be replaced, because it was leaking.  The 231 
supervisor confirmed that a new dumpster was on site.  Twelve recycling carts were delivered to residents 232 
upon their requests.  There were 3.18 tons of recycling materials collected off the beach during May and 233 
June.  During June, 506 tons of solid waste were collected; 44 tons of mixed debris; 123 tons of yard 234 
debris, and almost 45 tons of recyclables, which was consistent with last year’s totals.  Crews continued 235 
to rake the beach, and dig out the swashes almost daily to insure proper water flow.  Beach cans were 236 
serviced three times during the week and also on weekends.  This week they were serviced four times, 237 
because of overflow.  Between March and June crews removed 48 bags of litter weighing about 720 238 
pounds from Highway 17 under the Adopt-a-Highway program.  Crews continued to trim trees and 239 
remove overhanging branches from throughout the town, which accommodates equipment and trucks, 240 
especially the fire trucks that travel through town.  Trimming and maintenance continued on town rights-241 
of-way.  Mosquito spraying was performed town-wide Tuesday and Friday mornings, weather permitting.  242 
Five new reports were sent to Santee Cooper identifying street lights not functioning properly.  Repairs 243 
were made to the fountain at the 9th Avenue South pond.  Replacement light bulbs were ordered for the 244 
Dogwood Lake fountain.  Maintenance and irrigation repairs were made at the Veterans Memorial.  245 
Crews continue to spray town lakes as weather permitted.  Lakeside residents were notified by flyers the 246 
day before treatment.  Mechanics completed 71 repairs on town vehicles and equipment, and 37 247 
preventive maintenance checks and services were done.  A new tile floor and toilette were installed at the 248 
police department.  Several vandalism repairs were made to the pier and 5th Avenue South bathrooms.  249 
Stenciled FDC (Fire Department Connection) notifications were painted at five different locations on 250 
Ocean Boulevard at the request of the fire department.  A volleyball court was installed on the beach at 251 
1st Avenue South.  Carpet installation at town hall was completed.  As reported at the last meeting, a flag 252 
pole was installed at Martin Field prior to July 4th.  Several repairs were made to the pier lighting and sinks 253 
due to minor vandalism.   254 
 255 
 Ms. Kohlmann asked if Mr. Adair knew specifics about the vandalism in his report.  The pier was 256 
locked at night, and she asked if the events occurred during the day.  Mr. Adair said the incidents were 257 
occurring at night.  People hop over the fence to gain access.  It was minor damage; a light bulb broken, 258 
a drain from the sink was kicked out.  The sink repair involved replacing a PVC (polyvinyl chloride) pipe, 259 
which was a $3 repair, but it was necessary.  Graffiti was always reported to the police department, but 260 
minor things like those incidents were just repaired.  Ms. Kohlmann asked in Mr. Adair’s opinion whether 261 
there were many incidents at the pier.  Mr. Adair said no, there were very few.  Throughout the summer 262 
there would be several graffiti incidents at the beach or incidences of someone trying to start a fire.  263 
Sometimes people break light bulbs on the beach walkovers, because they want it to be dark.  The 264 
incidents are frequent, but usually are just small things.   265 
 266 
 Ms. Kohlmann said the town recycling program was great, and asked if the business committee 267 
could reach out to the business community to encourage them to participate.  Most of the town’s 268 
businesses have a lot of refuse that could be recycled, especially bars and restaurants.  She was 269 
surprised to find many businesses did not recycle.  She thought it would behoove the town to encourage 270 
the business community to participate in recycling, because the town received an incentive for recycling.  271 
The homeowners and even some beach goers participated in recycling.  Only a few of the condominiums 272 
had recycling bins.  Mr. Adair said recycling was offered to every business and they were encouraged to 273 
participate.  He personally visited many bars, restaurants, and businesses that created a lot of paper 274 
waste to ask if they would like to participate.  Flyers were given also distributed, but he would appreciate 275 
a partnership with the business committee.  He thought that was a great idea, because it might help 276 
increase participation.  About 400 magnets were given to rental companies to be placed in the rental units 277 
to encourage recycling.  Mr. Adair said recycling was mandatory at his previous home.  He knew that at 278 
least 30- to 40-percent of waste could be recycled without much effort at all.  He thought the business 279 
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committee might be a good resource, because the sanitation supervisor and he were really the only ones 280 
that went door-to-door to explain the program.  If the business was not interested, there was nothing they 281 
could do but walk away.  Ms. Kohlmann said she would hate to see another ordinance mandating 282 
something that people should use common sense about.  She asked what should be done.   283 
 284 
 Mayor Samples suggested that Mr. Adair make a presentation at the next business committee 285 
meeting.   286 
 287 
 Mr. Stevens, who was the council advisor to the business committee, said he liked Ms. 288 
Kohlmann’s idea and he would personally visit each business committee member to speak with them.     289 
 290 
 Ms. Kohlmann thought it would be better to do a presentation to the committee as a whole, 291 
instead of individually meeting with members.   292 
 293 
 Mr. Stevens said Mr. Adair could attend and make a presentation, but he would also speak with 294 
them.   295 
 296 
 Ms. Dodge asked Mr. Adair whether the town picked up televisions and electronics.  Mr. Adair 297 
said those items were banned from the landfill.  The house-to-house trash truck would not pick them up.  298 
Drop-offs were scheduled twice a year so residents could bring televisions and electronics to be disposed 299 
of properly.  However, if a television was sitting in front of a house for a number of weeks, staff would pick 300 
it up and store it at public works until the next drop-off event, because it would be vandalized on the side 301 
of the road.  Ms. Dodge said thank you, and that explained it.  She thought that was the case, but was 302 
unsure.   303 
 304 
 Mayor Samples said the General Assembly or the Feds had determined that e-waste, electronic 305 
waste, was not to be placed in the regular landfills and had to be specially treated, which cost more 306 
money to dispose.  He was glad that Mr. Adair had taken the initiative to insure the town looked good.  307 
Mayor Samples asked who reported and/or cleaned graffiti, for instance on the utility boxes.  Mr. Adair 308 
said any graffiti reported to the department or that staff saw on public property was removed or the 309 
appropriate company contacted when the graffiti was on private property.  Mayor Samples asked Mr. 310 
Adair to check 5th Avenue.   311 
 312 
 Mr. Adair also said a grant of up to $4,000 was just approved through DHEC (Department of 313 
Health and Environmental Control) that offsets the cost of e-waste disposal.  Because the town is small, 314 
just about all of the expense to dispose of e-waste for the coming year should be covered.      315 
  316 
 C.  Administrator’s Report – Update on Current Events.   317 
 318 
 i.  Update on Current Events. 319 
 320 
 Ms. Fellner announced that there would be a hurricane preparedness meeting that was open to 321 
the public on Thursday, August 1st, at 7:30 p.m. at the Surfside Beach Fire Department.  She announced 322 
that building official Kevin Otte passed the certified stormwater plan review exam.  Since Director Morris 323 
was a certified stormwater inspector that meant that the planning, building and zoning department could 324 
now review and inspect stormwater plans and projects in-house.  The budget included a line item of about 325 
$25,000 to outsource those functions, so that would be a nice savings for the town.  A presentation was 326 
made to the South Carolina Department of Transportation board of commissioners last week who agreed 327 
unanimously to return the unused portion of the money paid to match the Highway 17 paving.  An audit 328 
was currently being done for the used portion.  The best date estimate to receive the refund was 60-plus 329 
days.  However, she asked Commissioner Wooten to speak with the planning department, since it was 330 
such a relatively low amount, about $20,000, to see if that could be done more quickly.   331 
 332 
 Ms. Dodge asked if Mr. Otte was attending fire marshals school.  Ms. Fellner said yes; he was a 333 
volunteer fireman with the town, and the building official and the fire marshal work closely together 334 
performing inspections, because they have different responsibilities in regards to those inspections.    335 
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 336 
 ii.  Consensus Item-Procedures for committees/committee members to solicit donations to 337 
fund specific Town Council approved projects not funded in the budget. 338 
  339 
 Ms. Fellner presented proposed procedures for committees and/or committee members to solicit 340 
donations to fund specific Town Council approved projects that were not funded in the budget, a copy of 341 
which is in file.  She explained that because council had formed a number of committees, the question of 342 
solicitation kept coming up and there were certain things that should not be done.  That was why a 343 
procedure was important.  The Town Code of Ordinances, specifically Sections 4-2; 4-25; 4-26; 4-27; 4-344 
28, and 4-29 cite what may or may not be done insofar as solicitation.  She suggested that either a 345 
resolution or ordinance be adopted by Town Council to establish the guidelines, and that each committee 346 
member receive a copy of the guidelines when adopted and the code.  Ms. Fellner outlined her 347 
recommendation as follows: 348 
 349 

i. Procedures for committees/committee members to solicit donations to fund specific Town Council 350 
approved projects not funded in the budget. 351 

a. I would suggest that our ordinance be followed and below is a copy of the all the statutes 352 
that would apply. 353 

b. I would suggest that all committees and groups be given a copy of these statutes. 354 
c. The proper procedure would be to present the solicitation plans to the Administrator. 355 

i. The Administrator will have authority to agree or disagree when non-profit 356 
501(C)(3) organizations or other charitable groups making the request when it 357 
will not interfere with the smooth operation of the town (e.g., Girl Scout cookie 358 
booth, high school car wash, etc.). 359 

ii. The Administrator will bring before council all requests for solicitations that will be 360 
made in the town’s name or for the benefit of the town. In such cases all monies 361 
shall follow the towns prescribed order for donations, gifts, and the general 362 
handling of town funds. Donations are tax deductible only when the entity 363 
soliciting those funds is a 501(C)(3). It shall be communicated to all donors, prior 364 
to the acceptance of a donation whether or not the donation is tax deductible.  365 
Handling of all funds shall be as follows: 366 

1. A numbered receipt book will be provided by the town and all donations 367 
shall be receipted with a copy to both the donor and the town. 368 

2. A check shall be the preferable method of payment. 369 
3. All funds shall be turned into the Finance Department by the next 370 

business day. 371 
4. Finance shall keep an accounting of these funds. 372 
5. Expenditures, preapproved by council, must be accompanied by 373 

receipt(s) and/or invoice(s) and shall be presented to the administrator 374 
who will request that a check be processed within the appropriate 375 
timeframe. 376 

 Ms. Fellner asked for council comments and direction as to whether to bring it back in the form of 377 
an ordinance or resolution. 378 
 379 
 Mr. Smith asked if any of the current codes authorized the administrator to develop a procedure 380 
like this, because he thought the ordinance should state that the administrator could develop a procedure 381 
to legally authorize the administrator to establish it, and then the resolution would be authorized pursuant 382 
to the ordinance.  Ms. Fellner said okay.   383 
 384 
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 Mayor Samples said for background that as the town entered its 50th Anniversary year, they 385 
wanted to be able to legitimately raise funds from private donors.  Various committees had also discussed 386 
soliciting funds for special events.  He said the goal was to make sure that the proper accounting was in 387 
place for any solicited funds.   388 
 389 
 Mayor Samples asked if all members agreed with Mr. Smith’s proposal.  COUNCIL 390 
CONCURRED.     391 
 392 
 7.  BUSINESS.   393 
 394 
 A.  First Readings of Ordinances 395 
 396 
 i.  13-0754 to amend §2-20(b) Travel Per Diem, Mayor Pro Tempore Mabry and 397 
Councilmember Stevens.   398 
 399 
 Mr. Johnson moved to adopt first reading and to amend Ordinance #13-0754 to use the language 400 
presented in the first reading and changing the paragraph in Section 2-20(b) that begins “Travel days per 401 
diem” to add “Councilmembers shall not be required to return unspent travel days per diem, but may do 402 
so at their discretion,” and the next sentence that currently reads “The Town shall follow Federal IRS 403 
regulations…” should be amended to state “The Town shall follow Federal and State regulations on when 404 
unspent travel days per diem is taxable income.”  Ms. Mabry seconded. 405 
 406 
 Ms. Kohlmann asked if a motion to suspend rules for discussion was in order.   407 
 408 
 Mr. Smith moved to suspend the rules to allow discussion.  [No second was offered.] 409 
 410 
 Mayor Samples said a motion was on the floor; the motion would need to be withdrawn to 411 
entertain a motion to suspend rules.  Town Council was in discussion for the primary motion; it was not 412 
necessary to suspend the rules.   413 
 414 
 Ms. Kohlmann was not opposed to either method of handling the per diem, but she did like the 415 
wording in the original ordinance and would rather see Ms. Mabry’s proposed one line “Receipts for per 416 
diem expenditures and all unused per diem money shall be turned in to the town clerk within 30-days of 417 
the last travel date.”  She explained that if $80 was received and only $50 was spent, the remaining $30 418 
would be returned along with the receipts.  Ms. Kohlmann explained that she said that because she 419 
noticed in the original ordinance that there was language that pertained to accidents while traveling, and 420 
some other verbiage that she believed was important to keep.       421 
 422 
 Mr. Smith said the ordinance presented deletes paragraph (b) and its subsequent paragraphs 423 
and had a new set of verbiage for paragraph (b).  The changes that Mr. Johnson proposed referred to the 424 
original ordinance.  Mr. Smith said there was a lot of confusion; was the discussion about the proposed 425 
language or the existing ordinance, which according to the draft had been scratched out.   426 
 427 
 Mr. Johnson apologized and said his intention was to amend the existing ordinance.   428 
 429 
 Mayor Samples said the existing ordinance was presented to council with the exception of the red 430 
printed statements.   431 
 432 
 Mr. Smith said that was before them. 433 
 434 
 Mayor Samples understood what Mr. Smith was saying, but also understood Mr. Johnson’s 435 
intent.        436 
 437 
 Ms. Kohlmann commented that the existing ordinance had a paragraph that she favored striking 438 
and replacing with the one sentence she mentioned. 439 
 440 



Regular Town Council Meeting 
July 23, 2013 

Page 9 of 24 
 

 Mayor Samples believed that based on the comments, it was unlikely that Mr. Johnson’s motion 441 
would pass.   442 
 443 
 Mr. Smith said it had a good chance of passing, if it was stated properly. 444 
 445 
 Mr. Johnson said for clarification… 446 
 447 
  Mr. Smith continued saying that Mr. Johnson should say that everything that was struck out and 448 
was presented needed to be reinstated, and then the new verbiage stricken. 449 
 450 
 Mayor Samples called for recess at 7:23 p.m. and reconvened the meet at 7:26 p.m.  451 
 452 
 Mr. Johnson withdrew his motion.  Ms. Mabry withdrew the second.   453 
 454 
 Mayor Samples said if there were no objections, the item would be deferred to the next meeting.  455 
THERE WERE NO OBJECTIONS. 456 
 457 
 ii.  13-0755 to amend §2-23 Registration of dogs to exempt service dogs from registration 458 
fees, Administrator Fellner. 459 
 460 
 Ms. Fellner presented the ordinance explaining that at the July 9, 2013 regular Town Council 461 
meeting, Town Council unanimously approved an amendment to the Town Code of Ordinances to 462 
exempt service dogs from registration from fees.  Therefore, the proposed ordinance was drafted and is 463 
presented for Town Council’s consideration to implement the exemption.   464 
 465 
 Mr. Stevens moved to adopt first reading of Ordinance #13-0755.  Mr. Johnson seconded.   466 
 467 
 Mr. Smith believed that the ordinance was clear, but wanted to make sure that service dogs had 468 
to be registered, but were just exempt from paying the fee.  Ms. Fellner said yes. 469 
 470 
 All voted in favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 471 
  472 
 iii.  13-0756 to add Chapter 12, Article 5, Stormwater Retention Ponds, allowable boats on 473 
town stormwater retention ponds, Administrator Fellner. 474 
 475 
 Ms. Fellner presented the consideration paper saying Town Council adopted Resolution #13-138 476 
at the July 12th special Town Council meeting, to allow small paddle boats on the town stormwater 477 
retention ponds, commonly referred to as “town lakes.”  The Resolution directed staff to present an 478 
ordinance to codify the terms set out therein.  Therefore, staff submitted Ordinance #13-0756 for Town 479 
Council’s consideration and approval.  The town stormwater committee met on Tuesday, July 16th, and 480 
formally concurred to support Resolution 13-138.  The stormwater committee also supported the 481 
proposed ordinance, but with one change.  The stormwater committee believed that sailboats should 482 
specifically be named as allowed on the stormwater retention ponds, because a sailboat would be 483 
considered in the phrase “any other type boat.”  The committee members knew residents who had been 484 
sailing in the ponds for some time.  The recommendation was to include sailboats as an allowable boat in 485 
Section 12.102.  The following recommendations for amendments to also allow flat bottomed fishing 486 
boats commonly referred to as “Jon” boats that were propelled by paddles (no motors) that were 487 
frequently used in shallow waters such as the town’s stormwater retention ponds; limit watercraft length to 488 
a maximum of 20-feet; limit all watercraft to two person capacity, which would change 4-person canoe to 489 
2-person canoe in Section 12.102.  Since the boat length was being limited, Ms. Fellner said the number 490 
of people in a craft might not be necessary.  Town Council might wish to consider that option, because 491 
some small canoes would accommodate three passengers.  The last recommendation was to have a 492 
legal review by the town attorney before second reading.  Ms. Fellner suggested a change to 12.104 493 
Storage, to strike “and be stored on the owner’s land” and to state “in no case shall remain in the 494 
retention ponds during non-daylight hours.”  She explained that the town did not have authority to 495 
stipulate where anyone stored private property.   496 
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 497 
 Mayor Samples said there were also several other amendments members had discussed.  He 498 
encouraged Mr. Smith and Mr. Stevens and the administrator to work together to bring the ordinance 499 
back to Town Council for consideration.  Mayor Samples said there was a Resolution in place, so there 500 
was no sense of urgency.   501 
 502 
 Mr. Smith moved to suspend the rules to allow discussion.  Ms. Kohlmann seconded.  All voted in 503 
favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 504 
 505 
 Mr. Smith said he would like to let the public know the direction that they were going.  Changes 506 
included changing the 20 foot length to 16 feet; allowing sailboats; change the storage requirement as 507 
Ms. Fellner mention, and that boats would be allowed from sunrise to sunset.  Mr. Smith did not want to 508 
specify how many people could be in the boats, but wanted to specify how big the boat could be, and that 509 
would be limited to 16 feet.   510 
 511 
 Mr. Stevens said since this was town owned property, he also wanted to make sure that non-512 
motorized boats were allowed.  He wanted to see a requirement that all persons using the lakes for 513 
boating be required to wear United States Coast Guard approved life jackets while on the stormwater 514 
retention ponds as required by state law and the United States Coast Guard.  Mr. Stevens believed there 515 
should be a fine, if a passenger in the boat failed to wear one similar to a seat belt violation, because this 516 
was for safety of the people.  He thought signage should be posted with regulations at any stormwater 517 
pond where boats were allowed.  Mr. Stevens said safety was the most important thing, because the town 518 
had liability.  He gave an example of a grandfather and young child where the child fell in the water and 519 
the grandfather tried to save him that resulted in both of them drowning.  If the child had a life preserver, 520 
he would “pop up like a cork” and the grandfather could safely get him out of the water.  He reminded 521 
everyone of the accident at Sandy Island when three people drowned, because they were not wearing life 522 
jackets.  Mr. Stevens said his brother-in-law drowned on Mother’s Day 1981, because he was not wearing 523 
a life jacket.  He would not take any passenger without them wearing life jackets.  It was imperative; 524 
important that the town require life jackets for their safety, if council allows boats in the water. 525 
 526 
 Ms. Kohlmann reiterated that she did not like adopting ordinances that would not be enforced, 527 
because she thought it was a waste of time and energy.  She had a hard time swallowing the fines, 528 
because these penalties would be much like the fireworks penalties.  She agreed with Mr. Beck, because 529 
she had kids that would probably leave a boat out, if she was out of town, and would come home to a 530 
$15,000 penalty if she would gone 14 days, and the kids had not put the boat away.  She asked if the 531 
penalty for jail time and fines could be reconsidered to possibly include a written warning the first time, 532 
and then fees would applied with the second offense or some other enforceable penalty.  Ms. Fellner said 533 
the attorney would have to be consulted about that.  Ms. Kohlmann said okay.  Ms. Fellner said there 534 
might be some unintended consequences.  Ms. Kohlmann said she just wanted to bring it up and she 535 
expected Ms. Fellner to defer to the attorney.   536 
 537 
 Mayor Samples said penalties were a function of the judicial system, and judges apply penalties.   538 
 539 
 Mr. Johnson pointed out that having a legal review by the town attorney was one of council’s 540 
options, so any language crafted should definitely be reviewed by the attorney.  At the same time, he also 541 
wanted to thank Mr. Beck.  Mr. Johnson said he glanced at Mr. Beck’s email message this afternoon, but 542 
did not have a chance to digest it.  Mr. Beck had some good points, and he would like for council and staff 543 
to consider some of his opinions.  Mr. Johnson said he would be glad to forward the email message to 544 
any member that had not yet received it.  Personally, Mr. Johnson did not have a problem with minimal 545 
electric motors.  Someone spoke about electric jet skis.  They did not want electric jet skis, but a small 546 
electric motor was not a problem.  Most people can walk or crawl faster than a small electric motor would 547 
propel the boat.  He hoped that Town Council would use a little common sense in crafting the ordinance, 548 
because he did not want to revisit it multiple times to make amendments like seemed to happen so often.           549 
 550 
 Mayor Samples appreciated Mr. Johnson’s comments and reiterated that a resolution was in 551 
place and part of the resolution stated that staff should prepare an ordinance for council’s consideration.  552 
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He recognized that many councilmembers were out of town last week for the Municipal Association 553 
Summer Meeting, and may not have had an opportunity to discuss the ordinance legally to develop a 554 
consensus on the improvements that needed to be made.  Mayor Samples said the stormwater retention 555 
ponds looked much better than they did ten years ago, because public works and past councils invested 556 
time and money in those retention ponds.  The depths vary in both Lakes Elizabeth and Dogwood.  He 557 
knew that Mr. Beck made many positive comments, and as he noted, he knew where the sand shoals 558 
were located.  However, the problem was that there were children and people who drive up to the banks 559 
to boat in the ponds that were not familiar with the ponds.  The ponds were a thing of beauty, and he 560 
thought it would be a mistake for the town to assume the great liability that went along with operating a 561 
recreational, wide open pond.  Everyone knew that people had fished in the ponds for years, and that was 562 
great.  The world has changed and the council needed to make certain that parameters were in place.  563 
Mayor Samples thought that was worth doing, and also noted that Mr. Beck’s sailboat was about 8 feet by 564 
4 feet. 565 
 566 
 Mr. Smith thought under penalties that the imprisonment portion should be removed in 567 
consideration of Mr. Beck’s comments, and maybe a $100 fine should be considered.  That was 568 
reasonable and it would be easy to write a ticket and the policemen might be more likely to issue a ticket.  569 
Those were the type things he would suggest as changes. 570 
 571 
 Mr. Smith moved to reconvene regular session.  Ms. Kohlmann seconded.  All voted in favor.  572 
MOTION CARRIED.   573 
 574 
 Mayor Samples asked if any other clarification was needed.  Ms. Fellner heard all the comments 575 
and asked if Town Council wanted to pass first reading and then have changes presented.  Mayor 576 
Samples said no, he believed Town Council wanted to see a clean draft.  Ms. Fellner said thank you. 577 
 578 
 iv.  13-0757 to amend §13-52(d)(8) Marine Construction, to eliminate docks, Administrator 579 
Fellner. 580 
 581 
 Ms. Fellner said the subject was eliminating docks from the building permit fee schedule.  An 582 
Ordinance to amend Chapter 13, Article III Division 2 Section 13-52(d)(8) to eliminate docks from the 583 
Building Permit Fee schedule.  The reason was to remove the word “docks” from the building permit fee 584 
schedule to eliminate any confusion in the future.  Since docks were prohibited by the ordinance adopted 585 
July 12, 2013, there was no reason to have them included in a fee schedule.  Staff asks that Town 586 
Council approve Ordinance 13-0757 as written. 587 
 588 
 Mayor Samples said the ordinance proposed to strike one word.  Ms. Fellner said yes, and that 589 
was the word “dock.”   590 
 591 
 Mr. Johnson moved to suspend the rules to allow discussion.  Ms. Kohlmann seconded.  All voted 592 
in favor.  MOTION CARRIED.   593 
 594 
 Ms. Kohlmann believed there was a typographical error on the ordinance, because in the fourth 595 
paragraph down it states Section 13-53 and it should be Section 13-52.  Ms. Fellner said that would be 596 
corrected. 597 
 598 
 Mr. Smith said existing docks were grandfathered, and asked if they could be repaired.  Ms. 599 
Fellner said they could not be repaired, because they were nonconforming.  Mr. Smith said he would 600 
probably vote against the ordinance, because he thought the existing docks should be allowed to be 601 
repaired.  602 
 603 
 Mayor Samples asked if there was a 50-percent rule that applied to nonconforming uses with 604 
respect to repairs.  Ms. Fellner said she would have to check.  Mayor Samples said there were 605 
nonconforming properties all around town, and repairs were allowed on those.  There was a point that 606 
triggered the stop work.  Ms. Fellner said she would check with the planning director.   607 
 608 
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 Ms. Kohlmann moved to reconvene regular session.  Mr. Smith seconded.  All voted in favor.  609 
MOTION CARRIED. 610 
 611 
 Mr. Johnson moved to approve first reading.  Ms. Mabry seconded.   612 
 613 
 Ms. Kohlmann said the typographical error mentioned should be corrected to state 13-52.  614 
 615 
 Mr. Johnson asked Ms. Fellner to advise Town Council on the allowable repair percentage 616 
amount for nonconforming uses.  Ms. Fellner said that would be done by tomorrow. 617 
 618 
 Mayor Samples, Mayor Pro Tempore Mabry, and Councilmembers Dodge, Johnson, and 619 
Kohlmann voted in favor.  Councilmembers Smith and Stevens voted against.  MOTION CARRIED.    620 
 621 
 B.  6th Avenue South Pond, Director Adair. 622 
 623 
 Mr. Adair said the 6th Avenue South pond issue had been discussed several times over the last 624 
year.  A decision paper was prepared in October 2012; he was certain a consensus was given at some 625 
point, but documentation could not be found.  The decision paper was presented so that Town Council 626 
could formalize the work completed so far and to ascertain whether Town Council wished to move 627 
forward with filling in the pond.  Earthworks was retained to prepare engineered site plan, grading and 628 
drainage plan to submit to DHEC for a land disturbance permit, which was sent to DHEC a couple of 629 
weeks ago.  The US Army Corp of Engineers inspected the pond and issued a “non-jurisdictional” 630 
determination, meaning that the pond was not waters of the United States, and the Corp had no problem 631 
with the town filling it.  Mr. Adair asked for consensus from Town Council to move forward with the fill 632 
project.  The plan was to have the plan engineered, but construction would be performed by staff.   633 
 634 
 Mayor Samples asked what the pros and cons were for proceeding with the project.  He thought 635 
that was the basic issue and asked why the town should fill the pond. 636 
 637 
 Mr. Adair said the 6th Avenue South pond was created roughly ten years ago.  It was not of 638 
sufficient depth or size to be maintainable in an aesthetically good condition.  He thought the quality of life 639 
for the residents had been negative impacted by the pond, because it was a breeding ground for 640 
mosquitoes; aquatic weeds, and the pond created foul odors.  The pond could not be managed properly 641 
due to its size, it did not take in enough fresh water; it was too shallow.  The motor was replaced several 642 
times in the aerator, due to bottoming out and sucking up muck.  During most of the year, water was up to 643 
thigh level.  There was full sunlight, which created good conditions for algae blooms.  Mr. Adair said to his 644 
knowledge there was no reason to prevent creating a more aesthetically pleasing area with benches or 645 
possibly a couple of bench-type swings and shade trees.   646 
 647 
 Ms. Kohlmann asked what the total cost of the project would be, and if it was budgeted.  She also 648 
asked if residents in the area could be consulted to determine their opinions, because some of them had 649 
spoken to her and they were opposed to sitting areas.  She did not want the town to spend $10,000 that 650 
would cause headaches for people.  Mr. Adair said at one time there was a gazebo at that location that 651 
was a hang-out for teenagers.  He would not propose the same thing, but some type green space should 652 
be created for the town.  Ms. Kohlmann said if the project was done, she felt very strongly that before 653 
moving forward that she personally wanted to see the plans, and that they be shared with the area 654 
residents.  She asked if there a possibility that DHEC would deny approval of the town’s request, and if 655 
so, she believed that a decision should not be made now.  Mr. Adair said it was extremely unlikely that 656 
DHEC would refuse approval, but it was possible.  The area was less than a half acre of land, and it was 657 
within a block of another larger retention pond.  He was not aware of any adverse impact that would be 658 
made by filling the pond.  Ms. Kohlmann said it was unfortunate that the paperwork was not done sooner.  659 
She understood it was a nuisance, but she since the process was delayed somewhat that nothing else 660 
should be done until everyone was fully aware of what was occurring and they should have all the 661 
answers so she was sure the town was “right on the money” with the project.  Mr. Adair said at this point 662 
there was nothing else to be spent until the determination was received from DHEC.  Ms. Kohlmann said 663 
she believed Mr. Adair was asking for consensus to move ahead.  Mr. Adair said just to formalize the 664 
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process that already was started was basically what he was asking.  Ms. Kohlmann had no problem 665 
formalizing the process, but she did have a problem with doing any kind of physical changes to the area 666 
without seeing the whole plan. 667 
 668 
 Mayor Samples asked if Mr. Adair had any cost estimates.  Mr. Adair said no.  Mayor Samples 669 
agreed with Ms. Kohlmann and thought council needed more information. 670 
 671 
 Mr. Stevens noticed in the public works report that repairs were made to the fountain at 9th 672 
Avenue South pond.  He mentioned that because he knew from past experience and people that talked to 673 
him about that that was a problem at one time.  It was a mosquito infested pond, and the people that lived 674 
next to it complained, complained, and complained, and nothing was ever done.  Finally, the people sold 675 
their house and then it was all miraculously fixed.  It got a pump in it and never has anyone had any 676 
problem with it.  Mr. Stevens had questions about the 6th Avenue South pond.  He knew a pump was in 677 
the pond, but there were two types of aeration.  One was with a diffuser system that circulated water like 678 
people used in aquariums that shoot air to the bottom of the pond to create water circulation.  Mr. Stevens 679 
said he looked at the pond and he noticed that the weir was pulled out and the water was like a foot and a 680 
half lower than it should be.  He talked to Steven Strickland and Mr. Strickland told him that there was 681 
around $10,000 just in materials that would have to be spent on this.  Mr. Stevens asked if that had been 682 
budgeted to perform the job for this fiscal year.  Mr. Adair said no, it was not, and explained that he was 683 
asked last fall to look into this.  Mr. Stevens said this would be an extra expense over and above what 684 
was budgeted of between $10- or $20-thousand to fix the pond, and reiterated that it would be an 685 
unbudgeted expense. 686 
 687 
 Mayor Samples said that was correct.  As a point of information to the council, Mayor Samples 688 
said the 6th Avenue South pond was discussed a couple of times and one of the reasons it was on the 689 
agenda at this meeting is there was confusion.  He believed Mr. Adair alluded to it as to whether or not 690 
there was a consensus or not.  The very reason this discussion was being held was to insure that Town 691 
Council was informed.  Mayor Samples said that members may ask Mr. Adair questions, but it was 692 
unnecessary to be accusatory in questioning him.   693 
 694 
 Mr. Stevens said nobody was being accusatory; they were asking questions and he thought that 695 
was what they had to do as councilmembers.  He asked Mr. Adair how many times the pond was cleaned 696 
since it had been in existence.  Mr. Adair asked if by cleaned he meant dredged; it had never been 697 
dredged.  The 9th Avenue South pond was dredged that was why it was in better shape.  The 6th Avenue 698 
South pond could not be dredged, because there was a high-pressure sewer line running underneath it.  699 
Mr. Stevens asked if the pond received silt from other runoff.  Mr. Adair said every pond received silt.  Mr. 700 
Stevens said about three weeks ago he noticed the county had a vacuum truck cleaning out the pond that 701 
emptied into Lake Elizabeth.  He asked if that had ever been done in town.  Mr. Adair said the county was 702 
cleaning a screen filter system located there that prevented debris from travelling into Lake Elizabeth.  Mr. 703 
Stevens asked if any engineering had been done on this since it came up.  Mr. Adair said just the site 704 
plan; grading and drainage plan, and the NOI (Notice of Intent) submittal.  Mr. Stevens asked if anyone 705 
like Dr. Libes at CCU (Coastal Carolina University) was contacted to determine how it would affect water 706 
quality.  Mr. Adair said no, and an aerator was the wrong equipment to have in the pond.  A decorative 707 
fountain would be more effective, because the pond already had an oxygen level saturation that created 708 
all the algae.  Mr. Stevens asked if the lower the water level, the more likely algae was to grow.  Mr. Adair 709 
said absolutely.  Mr. Stevens asked why then was the weir taken out.  Mr. Adair said that was not done 710 
during his tenure; he did not know.  He thought probably it was done because the water level over-topped 711 
the two pipes at the south side of the pond.  Mr. Stevens did not think he could vote to do anything on the 712 
pond until he had a little bit more information, because he thought something was missing, but he was not 713 
sure what it was.  He said it seemed to him like they were spending unbudgeted money when they were 714 
already $159,000 in the hole according to the budget.   715 
 716 
 Ms. Mabry asked Mr. Adair for a rough estimate of how many times he had talked about this 717 
pond, and when he would receive all the information from DHEC.  She remembered him standing at the 718 
podium many times discussing the pond.  She asked if she was correct, or was this something new that 719 
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everybody was getting concerned about.  Mr. Adair said this was the fourth or fifth time he had presented 720 
this matter to Town Council.  Ms. Mabry said okay; thank you. 721 
 722 
 Mr. Johnson said Mr. Adair was correct; the 9th Avenue pond was dredged and there was 723 
extensive cleaning done in that area.  At the time, the pond was expanded, because there was a drainage 724 
ditch on one side of it between 9th Avenue South and the pond. That was why it looked so good.  Mr. 725 
Johnson suggested that a lot of money could be saved by using the dredged fill dirt that was sitting at 726 
public works to fill in the pond.  Mr. Adair said that was the plan.  Mr. Johnson said thank you. 727 
 728 
 Ms. Kohlmann said in all fairness to Mr. Adair, he had stated many times that he was not here 729 
when the pond was created; when the weirs were taken out, and she believed councilmembers should 730 
ask questions, but maybe in this case, an email message with specific questions should be sent to Mr. 731 
Adair.  She reiterated her concern about seeing the plans and determining the money involved before a 732 
vote was taken.   733 
 734 
 Mayor Samples agreed with Ms. Kohlmann and asked for a motion to reconvene regular session.     735 
 736 
 Mr. Johnson said rules had not been suspended.   737 
 738 
 Mayor Samples asked if Town Council wanted to send the matter back to Mr. Adair to bring back 739 
when approval was received from DHEC.  Then at that time, a plan and projected costs could be 740 
presented for consideration, or would members prefer that no more time be spent on this matter.   741 
 742 
 Mr. Adair believed that not filling the pond would be a mistake as it could not be managed in its 743 
current condition.   744 
 745 
 Mayor Samples said he and Mr. Adair had discussed the pond before, and he had also received 746 
calls from area residents, because it was a mosquito generator.  When Mayor Samples asked how the 747 
pond could be improved to just make it look better Mr. Adair told him that the water gets so much oxygen 748 
that the algae blooms when the conditions were right.  Mr. Adair explained there was no way around it.  749 
The pond was in full sun and shallow.  He was there today taking photos, and two residents approached 750 
him asking when it would be filled.   751 
 752 
 Mayor Samples asked if Town Council would agree that when Mr. Adair received the DHEC 753 
approval that he would present a cost estimate for filling the 6th Avenue South pond.  Mayor Samples said 754 
he would not mind just planting grass over the area.   755 
 756 
 Mr. Johnson agreed, but the last time this was discussed, Mr. Adair said that he would present 757 
any plans for improvement on the property like benches or other amenities and that he would ask Town 758 
Council for approval.   759 
 760 
 Mayor Samples said at this point, Town Council needed to decide whether to fill the pond.  It 761 
appeared that members were not prepared to do so now.  Mayor Samples asked Mr. Adair to bring the 762 
matter back once the DHEC approval was received.  Mr. Adair said he would do so.  763 
  764 
 C.  50th Anniversary Plans & Events and Town Magazine, Administrator Fellner. 765 
 766 
 Ms. Fellner presented a number of events from the 50th focus group that it would like for council 767 
to approve, a copy of which is in file.  No specific funding was being requested at this time, but members 768 
would like permission for to solicit contributions to fund the events.  This would be done in accordance 769 
with the procedure Town Council authorized earlier during this meeting.  The focus group would like to be 770 
responsible for the content of January 2014 town newsletter, which would be solely about the 50th 771 
Anniversary Year.  The newsletter would outline and showcase all the upcoming events and 772 
opportunities.  The group would also guide the content of the town magazine.  The Myrtle Beach Area 773 
Chamber of Commerce (hereinafter referred to as “the Chamber”) was working with the group on the 774 
magazine.  Ms. Fellner said the projected number of copies is 40,000.  The magazine would be 72 pages, 775 
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plus cover, and include 28 pages of advertising, which the Chamber would help sell.  If all ads were 776 
purchased, it should fully fund the magazine.  The focus group also made arrangements for an official 777 
photographer for all 50th events at a very minimal fee and the town has rights to all of the photographs.  At 778 
present, the group had a volunteer graphic design intern from Horry Georgetown Technical College 779 
working with them.  They selected a 50th Anniversary logo, and merchandise with the 50th logo would be 780 
sold at all events.  The focus group proposed that banners celebrating the 50th Anniversary be placed on 781 
the 25 light poles on Highway 17 Business; the 15 light poles on Surfside Drive, and the 18 lamp posts on 782 
Surfside Drive.  The group was currently seeking patrons and sponsors for a hardback commemorative 783 
book depicting the town beginning before its incorporation took place to the present date.  Business 784 
sponsors were also being sought for planned events; to date they have secured a number of 785 
commitments.  The proposed specific events include Town of Surfside Beach Night at the Pelicans 786 
Baseball Stadium, and a 50th Anniversary Ceremony on March 14th located at the Surfside library.  The 787 
event would include speakers, oral history, a PowerPoint presentation, recognition of past and present 788 
officials, and recognition of families who helped establish the Town of Surfside Beach.  A Founders Day 789 
Weekend from May 2nd to 4th including Friday night music and cook out at the pier; Saturday, Old 790 
Fashioned Carnival with jugglers, magicians, stilt walkers, carousel rides, cotton candy, hot dogs, et 791 
cetera; Fireworks funded by the Chamber on Saturday night; Blessing of the Beach with area pastors and 792 
gospel music on Sunday morning followed by a picnic at the passive park with food trucks.  Founders Day 793 
t-shirts would be available for purchase. Thanks for the Memories would be October 18th, 2014 at the 794 
Yaupon parking lot and includes an oyster roast; barbeque, and car show.  A blue grass band would play 795 
during the day and a jazz band would perform at night.  Ms. Fellner asked for consensus of Town Council 796 
to move forward with the proposed plans, including the group’s intention of soliciting funds on behalf of 797 
the town. 798 
 799 
 Mr. Smith asked if Ms. Fellner would send the 50th logo to councilmembers again, because he 800 
could not remember what it looked like.  Ms. Fellner said she would.  Mr. Smith asked if the magazine and 801 
commemorative hardback books were separate things.  Ms. Fellner said yes, there were separate.  Mr. 802 
Smith asked if the hardback book would have sponsors instead of advertisers.  Ms. Fellner believed that 803 
was correct.  Mr. Smith asked if the town would have to pay a lot for that or whether it would it be self 804 
supporting.  Ms. Fellner believed it would self supporting, and asked Mr. Childs to explain further.   805 
 806 
 Mr. Bob Childs, chairman of the 50th Anniversary focus group, said they were seeking sponsors 807 
for the hardback book now and it should not cost the town anything.  There was a lot of money promised 808 
to the group right now.  He knew that Town Council was budget conscious, but if each person on council 809 
would solicit sponsors and maybe set a goal of $5,000 each, with the money they already have they could 810 
do really good.  The group was working hard to get sponsors.  The plans were in the beginning stages.  811 
The group met weekly; it was operating well within its budget means.  He hoped that they could do better 812 
than the budget. 813 
 814 
 Mr. Smith asked Mr. Childs how much it cost for an advertisement in the magazine.  Mr. Childs 815 
said there was no advertising in the commemorative book.  The magazine advertisements could be 816 
addressed by Ms. Fellner.  817 
 818 
 Mayor Samples reminded councilmembers that this was background information, which was 819 
previously presented.   820 
 821 
 Mr. Smith said just to be informed, they needed to hear things.  Ms. Fellner had the breakdown of 822 
advertising cost for a full page, half page, and quarter page.  There were also prices for premium spots, 823 
which were the inside front and back covers, and the outside back cover.  She would email the 824 
information to Town Council.  Mr. Smith said he liked the planned events listed.   825 
 826 
 Mr. Childs said they tried to pick the months and weekends that would have the best weather.  827 
Much of the activity will be outdoors.  The event at the library would have indoor and outdoor activities.  If 828 
the weather was bad, there would be plenty of room to move inside.   829 
 830 



Regular Town Council Meeting 
July 23, 2013 

Page 16 of 24 
 

 Ms. Dodge asked if the commemorative book would be sold.  Mr. Childs said a few would be 831 
given as gifts to some individuals that helped establish the town, but the intention was to sell them.   832 
 833 
 Mr. Childs noted that the group was finding it difficult to gather photographs, because very few 834 
people owned cameras prior to the 1970s.  A number of people have donated, but it was surprising how 835 
few pictures existed.  However, he believed the group was ahead of schedule having secured most of the 836 
events.   837 
 838 
 Mr. Stevens thanked Mr. Childs for volunteering to work on the events as it was a very noble 839 
cause and it showed he was a concerned citizen and willing to do things to benefit the town.  Mr. Childs 840 
said thank you very much. 841 
 842 
 Mayor Samples asked how 40,000 magazine copies were determined to be the right number.  843 
Ms. Fellner explained that the goal was to finish the year without any remaining magazines.  The 844 
projection was that 20,000 magazines would cover all of the rental units, the turnover, and the hotel 845 
rooms for the majority of the next summer season.  Some were planned to be placed in the library, and to 846 
offer to the advertisers.   847 
 848 
 Mr. Stevens said Mr. O’Dare from The Myrtle Beach Herald wrote a very good article about 849 
Surfside Beach in the earlier part of the year and suggested if the press was utilized as a resource for 850 
information.  Mr. Childs said the group had that article and had contacted the press.  There were a 851 
number of written history articles about the town.          852 
  853 
 Mayor Samples asked if there were any cost estimates for the magazine.  Ms. Fellner said 40,000 854 
copies would cost about $72,000, which would be perfect bound, good quality paper, 72 pages plus 855 
cover.  The 28 pages of advertising would fund the magazine.  Mayor Samples asked if advertising would 856 
be sold outside the town.  Ms. Fellner said yes, but there was nothing wrong with doing so.  Mayor 857 
Samples agreed there was not, however, he was concerned that $72,000 was a lot for the town to 858 
commit.  Ms. Fellner said the Chamber was not concerned about selling all the advertising, and expected 859 
that within six weeks it would all be sold.  Mayor Samples asked if the Chamber was selling all of the 860 
advertising.  Ms. Fellner said yes.   861 
 862 
 Mr. Stevens asked if there would be a charge for the magazine.  Ms. Feller said it was free.   863 
 864 
 Mr. Childs said his small group was stretched kind of thin, so he repeated his request to 865 
councilmembers to help get some sponsors.  That would help the focus group immensely.  866 
 867 
 Mayor Samples asked if there was consensus to proceed.  COUNCIL CONCURRED. 868 
 869 
 D.  Recommendation from Keep Surfside Beach Beautiful Committee (KSBB,) 870 
Administrator Fellner. 871 
 872 
 Ms. Fellner said the Keep Surfside Beach Beautiful Committee approved a motion during its last 873 
meeting to ask Town Council for support in the next phase of the KSBB pilot project to determine the best 874 
self-watering hanging flower baskets that could be installed on Surfside lampposts to enhance the town’s 875 
appearance.  To date, this project had involved testing of various self-watering devices, flower pots, soils, 876 
soil amendments, plants, and environmental conditions.  KSBB proposed the installation of four hanging 877 
baskets on the lampposts in the pier parking lot, for which the cost would not exceed $250.  KSBB 878 
members would be responsible for designing the original baskets and providing all maintenance for the 879 
remainder of the 2013 year.  The project would be evaluated at that time for any additional 880 
recommendations.  Ms. Fellner distributed some photographs, copies of which were in file.  She believed 881 
the $250 cost might be for residential brackets.  Ms. Fellner believed the actual cost might be more, 882 
because the least expensive commercial bracket she found that had a double basket configuration was 883 
$195.85.  The town must use commercial grade brackets, because of liability and damage that might be 884 
caused if someone grabbed the planter and it fell,     885 
 886 
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 Mr. Smith asked if there was money in the budget that could be used for this project.  Ms. Fellner 887 
said this particular item was not budgeted, but there were funds budgeted for landscaping that could be 888 
used for this purpose.  Mr. Smith asked if there was a place to get the money without increasing the 889 
budget.  Ms. Fellner said yes.  Mr. Smith asked what Ms. Fellner’s recommendation was for the total 890 
amount of money that might be needed to spend.  Ms. Fellner expected the cost to be closer to $500.  Mr. 891 
Smith asked if a single bracket would be placed on four poles.  Ms. Fellner said there would be a double 892 
bracket on two poles.  Mr. Smith said okay. 893 
 894 
 Mayor Samples said this was a pilot program, and the KSBB members want to try it to see how it 895 
works.   896 
 897 
 Mr. Smith said the KSBB would maintain the baskets, and asked if that meant they would water 898 
the baskets.  Public works would install the baskets, but would not have to be watering them.  Ms. Fellner 899 
said for the remainder of 2013.  Mr. Smith said next year, they would have to reconsider the project; it 900 
was only being approved for this year.  Ms. Fellner said yes. 901 
 902 
 Ms. Kohlmann asked if hospitality funds could be used for the project, since it was located at the 903 
pier.  Ms. Fellner said yes, there were a number of places from which money could be used.  Hospitality 904 
and pier funds were pretty slim right now.  There was money available in landscaping.  Ms. Fellner was 905 
confident that $500 in funds was available from one of the funds.   906 
 907 
 Mr. Stevens assumed this would only be two lights at the pier for right now.  Ms. Fellner said on 908 
the ones that were already there.  Mr. Stevens knew the KSBB had been doing work at the pier, because 909 
he drove by and saw its members working on the flowers.  He supported the recommendation. 910 
 911 
 Mr. Johnson asked if Ms. Fellner considered other design options for the hangers, for instance 912 
the type that form a complete circle planter at the top of the lamppost like are used in Greenville.  Ms. 913 
Fellner said she was just considering prices and commercial grade products.  She would look into the 914 
circular type planters and ask KSBB to consider them, but Ms. Fellner expected them to be more 915 
expensive. 916 
 917 
 Mayor Samples asked if there was consensus to proceed.  918 
 919 
 Mr. Smith offered consensus, but had caveats that no more than $500 would be spent and that 920 
the KSBB members would maintain and water the plants as it recommended.   921 
 922 
 Ms. Kohlmann said she agreed. 923 
 924 
 Mayor Samples said that COUNCIL CONCURRED. 925 
 926 
 E.  Committee Appointments (may be deferred until after executive session.) i.  Recreation/ 927 
Special Events (1 vacancy):  Linda Woodlief; Cindy Grace, and Erin Adams. ii. Construction Board 928 
of Adjustments & Appeals (1 vacancy):  David Morrison.  929 
  930 
 Mayor Samples said if there were no objections, this item would be addressed after executive 931 
session.  THERE WERE NO OBJECTIONS. 932 
 933 
 8.  DISCUSSION – Any matters of concern or information to be discussed by Town 934 
Council. 935 
  936 
 Stormwater Millage and the Disposition and past, present, and future expenditures of 937 
stormwater funds, Councilmember Stevens. 938 
 939 
 Mr. Stevens said this was brought up, because a lot of people called him about the statement 940 
made during the June 25, 2013 Town Council meeting, and he read from the approved minutes where it 941 
stated  942 
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 943 
Mayor Samples said the truth was that in 2008 Town Council readopted 5 mils for stormwater, 944 
which means that 2008, 5 years, about $1.5 million was raised for stormwater.  You could do the 945 
math.  There was about $.5 million saved for stormwater projects.  He asked where the other $1 946 
million was spent.  This council spent some of it on stormwater, but much of it was not spent on 947 
stormwater.  Mayor Samples was trying to lay out the truth.  It was a fact.  He asked if anyone 948 
saw any big stormwater projects going on during the last five years.   949 

 950 
 Mr. Stevens said after that discussion several people called him.  He had only been on council 951 
one year and three months, so he did not know what happened.  It appeared that there may be a 952 
misappropriation of funds over the last five years.  Because of delays, people like Ray Kawa on 3rd 953 
Avenue North, was maybe having to spend thousands of dollars to repair his house.  Mr. Stevens said he 954 
did not know where the money went.  Taxpayers paid 5 mils in good faith that the money would be spent 955 
on stormwater.  He felt like the people had been dealt an injustice if the town had lost $1 million.  That 956 
was a lot of money.  It would pay his taxes a thousand times; a thousand years.  That was the reason Mr. 957 
Stevens brought this up.  He thought they needed to look into it and find out why there is $1 million in 958 
stormwater millage that has just disappeared.  Mr. Stevens said maybe they should have some 959 
independent body investigate it.  Maybe the solicitor should look at it; maybe SLED (South Carolina Law 960 
Enforcement Division).  He did not know.  When $1 million disappeared it gave him a big concern.  He 961 
wanted to know where that money went.  He said maybe members that had been on council longer than 962 
he could shed some light on it.  963 
 964 
 Mayor Samples asked Mr. Stevens to read the quote one more time for the record. 965 
 966 
 Mr. Stevens said it was the June 25th, 2013 line 688,  967 
 968 

Mayor Samples said the truth was that in 2008 Town Council readopted 5 mils for stormwater, 969 
which means that since 2008, 5 years, about $1.5 million was raised for stormwater.  You could 970 
do the math.  There was about $.5 million saved for stormwater projects.  He asked where the 971 
other $1 million was spent.  The council spent some of it on stormwater, but much of it was not 972 
spent on stormwater.  Mayor Samples was trying to lay out the truth.  It was a fact.  He asked if 973 
anyone saw any big stormwater projects going on during the last five years. 974 

 975 
 Mayor Samples appreciated Mr. Stevens reading the statement again, and his taking time to pull 976 
some sentences out in which he, Mayor Samples, misspoke in terms of the actual projects.  Mayor 977 
Samples said his question was which projects were done; $1 million projects.  He said frankly, a lot of that 978 
money was spent on water quality issues like dredging the lakes.  What he was referring to was Mr. Kawa 979 
and others have problems that were construction related, like the $6 million that the town spent between 980 
2001 and 2008 on the south end putting pipes in the ground to move water.  Mayor Samples 981 
acknowledged that there was a sense of hyperbole in his statement; however, there was no malfeasance.  982 
So, he appreciated Mr. Stevens bringing the question up, and he hoped that he satisfied Mr. Stevens’ 983 
concerns, because he certainly would hate to send staff on a wild goose chase to provide additional 984 
information, but whatever council wanted to do would be done.   985 
 986 
 Ms. Fellner said she actually had that information. Since 2004, the total collected was 987 
$5,781,040; total expenditures for stormwater were $5,431,126, netting $349,914.  She did not know 988 
where the $1 million amount was coming from.  She had a spreadsheet with all the capital project 989 
expenditures and would be happy to share it with Town Council.   990 
 991 
 Mayor Samples said it was, in fact, a capital project fund.  That was what the ordinance called it.   992 
 993 
 Mr. Stevens said this was brought up because in fairness to all the people who paid taxes, they 994 
wanted an answer.  If the answer Mayor Samples gave satisfied them, they would let him know.   995 
 996 
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 Mayor Samples said he understood and said you could please some of the people some of the 997 
time. Some of them, you may never please.  But, that was okay.  They were all different.  It was a great 998 
town.   999 
 1000 
 Mr. Smith asked Ms. Fellner if she had the list of projects and the amounts spent on each in the 1001 
data.  If she did, Mr. Smith asked her to read off a few of them, or send the information to Town Council in 1002 
an email message.  Ms. Fellner did not have a specific project list, but believed it could be compiled.   1003 
 1004 
 Mayor Samples said he could help, since he served on the stormwater committee in 2000.  1005 
Melody Basin, Floral Basin, Myrtle Basin, and lake dredging was completed.  A major stormwater project 1006 
had not been done since the lakes were dredged.  Ms. Fellner said that was correct, and it was evidenced 1007 
in 2008-2009.  Mayor Samples said that was the point of what he was saying.  That was done in 2009.  1008 
He checked the audits himself prior to this meeting.  Since 2009, the town had not done any projects, and 1009 
the town has $349,914 balance in stormwater.   1010 
 1011 
 Ms. Kohlmann asked if the money was accounted for according to Ms. Fellner and the projects 1012 
she listed.   1013 
 1014 
 Mayor Samples said it sounded good to him.  Ms. Fellner said that was correct. 1015 
 1016 
 Ms. Kohlmann said there is no $1 million missing, just so it was clear to everybody.  She just 1017 
wanted to make sure that it was clear to everybody. 1018 
 1019 
 Ms. Fellner said that Ms. King conducted an audit to insure that everything was accounted for.   1020 
 1021 
 Ms. Mabry wanted to make sure everyone understood there was a complete audit performed 1022 
every year.  In that audit, they would find the projects where the money was spent.  There had been no 1023 
secrets; there was nothing hidden anywhere.  The audit was for everybody to see; it was on line.  You 1024 
could see where every dime goes.  There was a checkbook register on line.  Ms. Mabry said they did not 1025 
need to bring SLED in here to look at the books.  The town had an audit that they paid a ton of money for 1026 
once a year so that it could be sent to Columbia and be checked again.  She said the town was in good 1027 
shape as far as doing what it was supposed to, and accounted for the public’s money.  If the town wasn’t, 1028 
she’d be the first one to tell everyone.   1029 
 1030 
 Mr. Stevens said with all due respect to Ms. Mabry, he was elected to represent the people, and 1031 
when they asked him a question, he asked questions to try to get an answer.  He asked Ms. Fellner if she 1032 
would email the information to all councilmembers.  Ms. Fellner said she would be happy to. 1033 
 1034 
 Ms. Dodge appreciated Mr. Stevens bringing the matter out, because that figure had been 1035 
bandied about, and it was a lot of money.  When you think about $1 million, she could use that about 1036 
now.  So, she thought he was certainly spot-on to ask about it.   1037 
 1038 
 Mr. Stevens wanted to say to the public that their taxpayer money sent them to Greenville for the 1039 
Municipal Association.  He attended nine different seminars with Mr. Smith.  There were a lot of different 1040 
topics and great ideas, including finding your city’s niche and promoting it; building citizens engagement 1041 
through emotional engagement; police pursuits and balances; growing your local businesses through 1042 
business incubators, and marketing your city.  It was very informative and attendance was worthwhile.  1043 
He and Mr. Smith attended the first 3-hour session, and were proud of their work.  Mr. Stevens displayed 1044 
a t-shirt upon which they painted ways the town could be promoted using catch phrases like ‘I found my 1045 
family in Surfside Beach,’ and depictions of children building sandcastles among other family related 1046 
scenes.  The seminar speaker, Peter Kageyama, suggested sharing their work with citizens.  Some of the 1047 
ideas would only cost $500.  Mr. Stevens said a picture was painted on a street in one city that slowed 1048 
traffic where there were numerous complaints of speeding.  Mr. Stevens credited Mr. Smith with creating 1049 
a tag line for something special done annually for citizens which was “light up on the Fourth of July,” that 1050 
could be used to promote the Family Beach.  He wanted to share with the public that their money went to 1051 
good use.  They did many other things, too, including learning how to stretch limited dollars through 1052 
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cooperation, and business friendly programs and services.  Mr. Stevens said thank you to the public for 1053 
sending him.  He was glad he attended, and he stayed busy the whole time.     1054 
 1055 
 9.  PUBLIC COMMENTS – General Comments (5 minutes.) 1056 
  1057 
 “Alan Beck, 626 10th Avenue North.  I thank you for accepting my comments and thinking about 1058 
them and considering them.  As you know, where we live, our kitchen and dining area look out on the 1059 
lake.  We see everybody coming there.  I think the lake kind of self-regulates itself.  You talk about 1060 
sailboats.  Yeah, I take my little boat out and sail.  The sail that I have on it is for my 18-foot kayak, which, 1061 
of course, would be illegal, and I don’t put that in the water much anyway, because my little boat’s more 1062 
stable and that sail works fine.  I know I know the Surfside resident that puts in a kayak with a sail on it, 1063 
and I don’t know how long that is.  It’s a Hobie thing with a little bitty sail, and he’s, he’s no longer doing 1064 
that.  I knew two people, other people had boats that weren’t Surfside residents that put them in the lake 1065 
to sail, and they did it about one or two times, and quit, because as you pointed out earlier, if you don’t 1066 
where the shallow parts are, it’s kind of frustrating, cause even if you don’t have any center board, which 1067 
a little, you know, pontoon sailboats or whatever don’t, you’ve gotta have a rudder in to steer.  I know 1068 
where those spots are, because six or seven years ago when the water was really polluted with weeds 1069 
and things, I’m wasn’t aware of the water content then, because I was not testing, but the weeds grew 1070 
down kind of in the middle of the pond in certain areas, which were shallow.  Those that were around 1071 
when it got dredged, I don’t know when that was, we’ve only been there six or seven years, but that was 1072 
where you could see the sandbars come up.  So, I think it self-regulates.  I think if somebody comes in 1073 
there with a big boat they’ll realize it doesn’t work.  The fishermen that start to come in there and run their 1074 
little trolling motors around and fish, and they don’t catch much.  Pretty quick out they figure out the 1075 
people that catch fish are the ones who just stand on the culvert where the more aerated water comes in 1076 
from Lake Elizabeth, and they pull out a lot of fish there.  So, it kind of self-regulates.  There may be some 1077 
pollution concern with trailers putting boats in the water, if those trailers have been in polluted water other 1078 
places.  There’s [sic] been cases of that, you know, introducing issues.  I don’t know if that’s a big deal or 1079 
not.  The thing we get frustrated about is the people that come up from Murrells Inlet and put their boat in 1080 
and leave their trailer there in the water while they go do their little fishing, and then come back and get 1081 
out.  So, there’s two people that I know of that habitually do that.  The others are water testers.  But, most 1082 
people are very good.  They come up, most of ‘em take the boat out of the back of the pickup truck and 1083 
set it in.  We could limit trailers in the water, but you know, some load ‘em in the water and pull ‘em back 1084 
out of the water.  Most people are pretty good about parking their truck up there.  The back side of your t-1085 
shirt, Randle, could show the, the man fishing from the bass boat in the lake.  We have one person that 1086 
we see every May for a week.  He comes and puts his boat in outside of our window there about seven 1087 
o’clock in the morning and stays in the lake almost all morning.  I finally figured it out this year, I said, 1088 
Sarah, I’ll bet his wife and kids are down on the beach.  He can’t stand the beach, and this is his time to 1089 
get away and just sit there and fly fish.  So, he does that, and we don’t see him again till the next May; 1090 
third week of May, I think they rent a condo or something.  Water quality has gotten so much better in the 1091 
last six years from having all the weeds there and part of it; Randle asked about that vacuum thing, John 1092 
took us, all the water testers, over to show that.  When that pipe got put under 17, we got all sorts of stuff 1093 
out of Deerfield.  Mr. Hopkins has told the council in the past years about all of that stuff.  Now they put 1094 
the screens in and they bring that thing up to scrape the stuff off.  Our lakes have been relatively clean 1095 
and that was a good thing that the council pushed with the county with a lot of help to try to get that 1096 
filtering in there, and that’s helped Lake Elizabeth and Dogwood Lake come up tremendously in water 1097 
quality.  Sure there’s a little bit of liability maybe for a boat on the lake.  Is there a liability for encouraging 1098 
a surfboard competition?  Could somebody drown in the ocean?  Could be that you get sucked out by a 1099 
rip tide.  There’s liability in swimming.  There’s a liability in speed bumps that we built; somebody might, 1100 
you know, hit something and bounce off, or whatever.  You can get sued for anything.  So, if you ask a 1101 
municipal council if you could have liability, yeah, you could have liability.  When I was doing federal 1102 
contracting years ago, some told me if you want to shut a contractor down, best thing to do is just send a 1103 
letter to OSHA and ask them go inspect the plant, and then the plant would get shut down, if you ask ‘em 1104 
right, and so I worry about asking a municipal council about liability.  I’m sure there’s some, but I don’t 1105 
think that should be the decision point on whether people, you know, fish in the lake with small boats.  1106 
Thank you.”          1107 
 1108 
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 Ms. Dodge said did not know if it was appropriate right now, but she wanted to thank Mr. Beck 1109 
and the other people, if there were others, who test the waters in those lakes.  It takes time and their 1110 
efforts were appreciated.   1111 
 1112 
 “Ralph Magliette, Harbor Lights Drive.  When I was here at the last council meeting, we were 1113 
talking about South Strand Helping Hand.  I want to thank the council for supporting our August food 1114 
drive, but one thing I didn’t have with me, and I want to apologize is I forgot to bring the little handouts for 1115 
South Strand Helping Hand, and more importantly, not only is it important that we as a community 1116 
support South Strand by providing monetary resources and food, but it’s also equally important that we 1117 
reach out to people who might need the services that South Strand Helping Hands provides.  So, I would 1118 
encourage people, I brought brochures, if you know anyone who might need the services of South 1119 
Strand, emergency help or they could find agencies that might be able to help them.  They’re located at 1120 
812 Poplar Drive South in Surfside Beach and their phone number is 843.238.4594.  Thank you very 1121 
much, and I have copies of the brochure and I’ll leave some in the back.     1122 
 1123 
 “Tom Dodge, 15th Avenue North.  I want to thank Ralph and Patti Magliette for moving to this 1124 
town, because they have been a dynamic duo and I want to thank Mr. Beck for his good comments.  1125 
Now, I’m gonna have to read a little story to you.  This is a story about a very small, small town mayor.  1126 
Let’s call him *Idi.  He gets very angry in council meetings.  He yells in volunteer committee meetings.  1127 
Idi’s threatened at least three councilmembers saying I will ruin in this town.  He publicly criticizes in a 1128 
local newspaper a council person for not attending one hastily called meeting, while not publicly saying 1129 
anything about another council person who missed over 30-percent of meetings in roughly a six month 1130 
period.  Idi vocally goads public attendees at council meetings by calling them out during the meeting.  1131 
This sounds very unethical to me.  He telephones a town contractor, not a town employee, and curses at 1132 
them.  He is out of control.  Idi is a childish bully.  Thank you.  That’s just a little story I wrote up.” [*Clerk’s 1133 
Note: Per Mr. Dodge’s clarification after the meeting, the name is ‘Idi’ as in Idi Amin.] 1134 
  1135 
 “Ron Ott, 7th Avenue North.  I don’t have any stories.” 1136 
 1137 
 Mayor Samples asked Mr. Ott to wait a moment and called to Mr. Dodge explaining that Mr. Ott 1138 
was at the podium and had the floor.  Mr. Dodge said he was answering a question for the ladies.  1139 
Unknown speakers said that was not true; they did not ask a question.  Mayor Samples said everyone 1140 
should act like adults.  Mr. Ott’s time was reset. 1141 
 1142 
 Mr. Ott:  “I don’t have any stories.  I’m fresh out.  But, I thought it was; the part about the 1143 
stormwater, I thought wow; this is being brought to our attention.  So we need to look at it, and rightly so.  1144 
We need to look at these things, and I thought we did something good tonight.  Yeah, we (**) I don’t know 1145 
what to do with 6th Avenue pond and it doesn’t seem like anybody else does either, so let’s not, we didn’t 1146 
shoot from the hip, and then say, okay, let’s aim.  Let’s come back and see how much is this gonna cost.  1147 
Is it worth it?  What’s wrong with it?  All the information, you know.  John, he takes care, he takes good 1148 
care of this town.   He does.  We gotta do something with the mosquitoes.  I know it rains, but we have to, 1149 
you know, loosen up a little bit.  The, it wasn’t Al’s 7-foot boat, sailboat, it’s the way it’s written in there, it’s 1150 
a 20-foot, and I’m thinking, I’m looking at this, and I pay attention.  I’m saying 20-foot sailboat; how we 1151 
gonna get that in there and out, too, I’m thinking.  You know, and then somebody, Al’s the only person 1152 
that knows how to go around this lake, so he needs to put some poles in there with flags on ‘em for us 1153 
like them you have on the waterway so we can go around and we don’t get caught.  But I could see 1154 
somebody in there with a 20-boat, because every time we put in some kind of a [sic] ordinance, every 1155 
time we change something, somebody takes it to the max.  They will abuse and abuse it.  You put 20-foot 1156 
in there, (**) we’ll have a 25 in there.  You never know.  That’s what I look at.  I look at what we’re saying, 1157 
and I look at let’s watch how we spend their money, not let’s not (**) let’s do it, let’s make sure we’re 1158 
gonna do it and it’s gonna cost the proper amount of money, not just throw some money at it and see how 1159 
it comes out.  We can end up making a little park out of there.  Who knows, but let’s see what’s the best 1160 
way to spend our money.  Thank you very much, and thank you for your comment that night.  It just 1161 
opened my eyes.  I’m still wondering.  Maybe you misspoke, and maybe you didn’t put everything in the 1162 
correct category, categorize it right, but I don’t know where it went, but we’ll find out, you know, it was 1163 
said there and we say it.  Thank you.”   1164 
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 1165 
 “Patti Magliette, 104 Harbor Lights Drive.  Thank you.  I’m gonna get quick and to the point.  I am 1166 
in my last week or so of finishing up a project.  I had been working with the historical committee and 1167 
reviewing the meeting minutes from Surfside Beach from 1964 up until now.  I just think that I want to 1168 
residents to know a little about this town.  I tell you, every time I come up here that I like living here.  1169 
Through reading those minutes, from 1964 up until present, and trying to pull out the mayors, and 1170 
everything accomplished, and who’s on council, and who’s committed to working on committees, it is just 1171 
so expansive.  It just wears me; it just wears me out reading it.  I don’t know that residents realize how 1172 
much work goes towards being on town council, and how much review and study of various things, 1173 
whether building codes or whether safety issues or whether annexing certain parts of the town to become 1174 
Surfside Beach as we know it today.  There was a lot that has been done and accomplished in this town 1175 
since 1964 up until now, and we’re still working on it.  We’re still killing ourselves making this a better 1176 
town.  It’s been a good town since 1964.  If you could look through those minutes like I’ve been and seen 1177 
the councilmen and the citizens of this town, what they had to say, and the people on various committees 1178 
and how hard they’ve been working, you would really think twice about how lucky you are to live here, 1179 
and the conscientious decisions that these people have made over the years about how to spend your 1180 
money and spend it wisely, I don’t know that there’s any other town, and in closing, I want to say that this 1181 
is the town with old fashioned value.  I don’t know of many other towns who open every council meeting 1182 
with an invocation, and a prayer to God.  So, the hard work, the hard decisions, the concern that 1183 
everybody, whether it’s towns people and council have in this town, it’s all a reflected and it’s all there, 1184 
and if you were to look at these minutes the way that I’ve been doing, you would just be amazed and 1185 
thankful for all that everyone accomplishes here.  I say that, and in closing, God bless everyone and no 1186 
matter how much we wrangle at our meetings, we’re doing it, and we’re doing it right, and it’s a beautiful 1187 
thing.  Thank you.”  (Applause.) 1188 
 1189 
 10.  COUNCIL COMMENTS. 1190 
 1191 
 Ms. Mabry:  “I want to thank everyone for coming out, and I especially want to thank Patti 1192 
Magliette.  Can you imagine going through all the minutes from 1964 till the present time; learning that, 1193 
retyping into a very condensed form so that we can have that.  She has really become the true historian 1194 
now of Surfside Beach and I think her efforts; I cannot imagine doing that.  So, thank you so much, and 1195 
we look forward to seeing you again.”  1196 
 1197 
 Mr. Stevens:  “Thank everybody for coming out.  Just want to make a comment about people who 1198 
come up here and speak.  The people come up here and speak [sic] are the citizens, and they have every 1199 
right to speak.  They have every right to criticize, and they have every right to praise.  That’s what makes 1200 
this country the best country in the world in that we have freedom of speech.  Some people react to their 1201 
comments and council comments in different ways.  Some people look at us and take us serious.  Some 1202 
people giggle like little girls.  Some people do all kinds of different ways, but the main thing is that the 1203 
freedoms we have we need to cherish them.  People like Ralph Magliette and his wife, Patti Magliette, I 1204 
have to praise you.  You people have been here only just a few years, and look at all the stuff they [sic] 1205 
already done.  All we have to do is find the land and we can get a new south strand senior center.  We 1206 
need to ask questions.  I ask questions and some people don’t like the questions I ask, but that’s okay.  1207 
That’s what I was hired to do, and if somebody asks me to ask a question, I’m gonna ask it.  No 1208 
disrespect to anybody, and I think we got a [sic] answer.  Something was said in the earlier council 1209 
meeting and I think we’re getting the answer.  Isn’t that good when you get answers to the questions.  1210 
Then that (**), that way you know that nothing’s wrong, and I believe the Mayor, he was speaking 1211 
truthfully when he made that quote and he maybe he did want it to be come out (**), but he’s now given 1212 
us, the council, an opportunity to know where all the money went, and to report to you where all the 1213 
money went, so you feel good about what this council does.  This is a great town.  I can remember when I 1214 
was on the beach.  My daughter was little.  She said one day, daddy, we’re gonna live here, and we 1215 
moved here.  I’m glad I live here.  I like this town.  I like the people.  Whether, some of ‘em don’t see eye-1216 
to-eye to me, that’s okay.  But that’s life, and that’s the freedom we have.  Thank y’all for coming out and 1217 
may you have a great week.” 1218 
  1219 
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 Ms. Kohlmann:  “I want to thank everybody for coming out, and I’m not gonna make a big speech, 1220 
but I do agree with you that people have the right to say what they want, and I’m a little disappointed in 1221 
some of the reaction that I see in back, and I just wish everybody would remember that everybody’s in 1222 
this for the same reason.  I don’t think anybody’s trying to be mean or anything.  So, just get up and 1223 
speak.  Have a good night.”  1224 
 1225 
 Mr. Smith:  “Yes, the air conditioning up here is dripping.  I want it to be in the minutes, so that 1226 
you wouldn’t forget (laughter).  It’s hit me on the head and also on the shoulder.  This is not the first time, 1227 
so let’s don’t forget.  The other thing I’d like to say is thank you for sending me to the Municipal 1228 
Association meeting.  I really appreciate it.  I think it was worthwhile.  I got some good information, and I 1229 
hope to be able to put it to use, and I’d like to thank Al Beck for his positive, positive, positive comments 1230 
on using the lakes.  Thank you, Al.” 1231 
 1232 
 Ms. Dodge:  “For the second time this month, the 7/19 article is the latest one, the Mayor has 1233 
seen fit to try my performance as a member of this council in The Myrtle Beach Herald, and I can truthfully 1234 
say I resent it.  I resent it a great deal.  It not only embarrasses me, but it also embarrasses the town, and 1235 
in my opinion, makes the Mayor look like the bully he is.  I’d also like to point out that he has not chosen 1236 
to chastise any other councilmember from missing a meeting, which would make one question why is he 1237 
choosing only me.  Just to give you some background information, first of all, I make every effort to attend 1238 
all council meetings.  Sometimes it’s not possible, but let me say, I’ve attended 13 out of 14 regular 1239 
council meetings so far this year.  I’ve attended 14 special meetings, 3-days of budget hearings, as well 1240 
as 3 workshops.  I’ve also attended some, but not all, citizen committee meetings, as well as meetings 1241 
sponsored by other municipalities, and the Municipal Association.  In my opinion, that’s a pretty good 1242 
record for this being a part time job, and you know what, if the Mayor disagrees with me, that’s just too 1243 
darn bad.  I’m happy with what I have done so far.  I would also recommend he look at the attendance 1244 
record of all councilmembers, rather than just mine, and if he’s going to make attendance an issue, rather 1245 
than singling out one specific person, he should include everyone on council who has missed a meeting 1246 
when he’s handing out criticism.  I’m tired of it.” 1247 
 1248 
 Mr. Johnson:  “Alright, well, I wasn’t gonna say anything, but here’s the deal.  People get up here 1249 
and (expletive) [complain] and moan about people missing meetings.  I missed four meetings, and I 1250 
believe they were in a row, because I work for a living.  The four meetings that I missed were during 1251 
business hours, and they all concerned the parking situation.  My priority is my family first, and the Town 1252 
of Surfside Beach second.  I make no apologies for that.  My bread winning career is in insurance.  I love 1253 
this town, and I love my family.  I have my priorities in order, and I don’t care if you get up here and 1254 
criticize me.  I don’t care if any of you criticize me, but if you start criticizing my family, my wife, and my 1255 
kids, then we’re gonna have a problem, and I hope you take that to heart, because I’m very, very serious 1256 
about that.  Ever since I moved; I was blessed enough to move to the north end of Surfside Beach.  I 1257 
didn’t think anything of it, and ever since I did, I have seen nothing but jealousy from people standing at 1258 
that podium and people standing outside and people talking behind my back, time and time and time 1259 
again, and I’m tired of it!  (Speaker’s emphasis.)  Okay.  I just want to go on the record of saying that.  It’s 1260 
a disgrace to this town, and it’s a disgrace to the people that are doing it, and I make no apologies for my 1261 
prosperity, and my love for my family, and the love of the Town of Surfside Beach.  Thank you for coming 1262 
out.  God bless you.”    1263 
 1264 
 Mayor Samples:  “I think enough has been said.  Thank you all for coming out.” 1265 
 1266 
 11.  EXECUTIVE SESSION 1267 
 1268 
 A.  Pursuant to FOIA §30-4-70(a)(1) to discuss the appointment of a person to a public 1269 
body (See Business Item 7.E.) 1270 
    1271 
 Mr. Smith moved to enter executive session at 9:08 p.m.  Mr. Johnson seconded.  All voted in 1272 
favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 1273 
 1274 
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 Mr. Johnson moved to reconvene regular session at 9:27 p.m.  Ms. Mabry seconded.  All voted in 1275 
favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 1276 
 1277 
 Mayor Samples said that no action was taken during executive session. 1278 
 1279 
 Ms. Kohlmann moved to appoint Erin Adams to the recreation/special events committee.  Mr. 1280 
Johnson seconded.   1281 
 1282 
 Ms. Kohlmann, who is council liaison to the committee, said the recreation/special events 1283 
committee meetings were suspended until this position was filled.  Ms. Kohlmann said for the record, “that 1284 
this is the final position to be filled, and the recreation/special events committee can commence with any 1285 
business.”    1286 
 1287 
 All voted in favor.  MOTION CARRIED. 1288 
 1289 
 12.  ADJOURNMENT.   1290 
 1291 
 Mr. Johnson moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:28 p.m.  Ms. Mabry seconded.  All voted in favor.  1292 
MOTION CARRIED. 1293 
 1294 
      Prepared and submitted by, 1295 
 1296 
      _____________________________________________  1297 
      Debra E. Herrmann, CMC, Town Clerk 1298 
 1299 
Approved:  August 13, 2013 1300 
 1301 
 1302 
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Douglas F. Samples, Mayor 1304 
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 WHEREAS, September 17, 2013, marks the 226th anniversary of the drafting of the 
Constitution of the United States of America by the Constitutional Convention; and  
 

 WHEREAS, It is fitting and proper to accord official recognition to this 
magnificent document and its memorable anniversary, and to the patriotic celebrations 
which will commemorate the occasion; and  
 

 WHEREAS, Public Law 915 guarantees the issuing of a proclamation each year by 
the President of the United States of America designating September 17 through 23 as 
Constitution Week. 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, I, Douglas F. Samples, by virtue of the authority vested in 
me as Mayor of the Town of Surfside Beach, South Carolina, do hereby proclaim the week of 
September 17 through 23 as  

 

 
 

 AND ask its citizens to reaffirm the ideals held by the Authors and Framers of the 
Constitution as written in 1787 by vigilantly protecting the freedoms guaranteed to all 
citizens through this guardian of our liberties, remembering that lost rights may never be 
regained.  
  
 BE IT SO PROCLAIMED this 13th day of August 2013. 
 

________________________________________ 
The Hon. Douglas F. Samples, Mayor 

 
           Attest: 
 
        _____________________________________ 
        Debra E. Herrmann, CMC, Town Clerk 
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The following is an activity report of the operations of the Fire Department from 
July 1, 2013 to July 31, 2013 

Fire Runs  

Mutual Aid                     3 

Building Fire  2 

Cooking Fire, Confined to container 0 

Mobile Property, Vehicle Fire           2 

Arcing Wirers  2 

Overheated Motor  2 

Brush, brush/grass mixture           0 

Dumpster, Rubbish, Other  0 

Outside Equipment fire  0 

                                         Total         11 

Rescue/Emergency Medical Incident  

Rescue/EMS other  1 
Medical Assist, assist EMS Crew          61 
Emergency Medical  0 
Motor Vehicle Accident/no injuries  2 
Motor Vehicle Accident/with injuries 3 
Motor Vehicle Accident/with Entrapment 1 
 
                                         Total          68 

Hazardous Condition / No Fire  

Power line Down  1 

Vehicle Accident, General Cleanup 0 

Hazardous Condition  0 

Gas Leak {Natural – Propane}  0 

                                          Total  1 
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Service Call  

Smoke or Odor Removal     0` 

Oil or Other Combustible     0 

Person in Distress, other     0 

Swimmer In Distress     1 

Assist Invalid     1 

Service Call, other                                      1 

Unauthorized Burning                                 0 

Cover Assignment, Stand By, / Move-up    0 

Elevator Rescue     0 

                                           Total     3 

Good Intent Call  

Dispatched & Cancelled en-route              2 

Other    0 

                                           Total    2 

False Alarm/False Call  

Alarm System Activation, No Fire              2 

False Alarm or False Call, No Fire    4 

System Malfunction    0 

Smoke Alarm     5 

Assist Police    1 

No Incident Found    2 

                                            Total  14 

Lost Estimates and Total Incidents  

No Dollar Loss for this reporting period  

Total Incidents for July 2013   {99} 
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Additional information for July 2013 

 All SCBA’s {Self Contained Breathing Apparatus} monthly tests per NFPA 
Requirements; repairs were made on all packs, adjustments and batteries were 
completed. 
Monthly Turn-out Gear inspection was completed per NFPA Requirements. 

All apparatus equipment was checked and inventories verified for compliance to ISO 
and NFPA requirements.   

Surfside Beach Fire Department Volunteer staffing levels has remained the same as 
last month.  Currently we have 4 applications that have been given to the volunteer 
review committee for processing. 

Fire Prevention Activities  

Completed Inspections        3      
Pending Re-Inspections                     8 
Public Education Events          4 
Plans Review       1     

Pre Fire Plans {New}        3    

Pre-Plans Revised / Up-Dated           4                     

Total Fire Prevention Activities for July 2013 {23} 

Captain Hans attended the monthly meetings of the Fire Life Safety Officers Association 
and the Fire Marshals Association of Horry and Georgetown County. He is continuing to 
work on developing a business training program to assist business owners and 
managers in a self inspection program to allow the owners to be ready for the yearly 
inspection, he has a target completion date of September 1, 2013.   
During the month the scheduled businesses were inspected in accordance with ISO and 
ICC codes. The Fire Marshal will only be doing new business inspections and pre-plans 
during the time frame of May 15th until September 15th to allow our businesses to 
operate without interruption during the tourist season. 
Public Education open house is set for Saturday October 12th at the fire station.  Time 
will be from 10 am to 3 pm with fire engine rides, movies, fun activities, refreshments, 
and give away items.  A full handout will be made and posted around town and on the 
Town website within a week.   
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Training 

 Volunteer and Career personnel dedicated 287.75 hours to training and 153.05 hours 
responding to calls during the month. 
Water rescue training was conducted in a joint effort with SBPD which allowed 16 FD 
personnel {4 Career and 12 Volunteers} to do extensive in the ocean water rescue 
techniques. Training was conducted by an outside instructor and the SBPD / SBFD 
training Officers.   
The training was well received by all who attended.  Chief Keziah and I are very pleased 
with the progress of all who attended the training and how well our personnel worked 
together. 
The joint training between SBPD and SBFD has been working very well; Chief Keziah 
and I have been meeting on a regular basis to continue to build a strong working 
relationship between Police and Fire. 
During the month of July, Captain Williams conducted the required training to comply 
with all the required standards.  Training was conducted to the requirements as set forth 
by the Insurance Service Organization, South Carolina Fire Academy, National Fire 
Protection Association {NFPA}, and the Surfside Beach Fire Department SOG’s. 
Career personnel received an additional 10 hours of on-line training during the month.  

Three of our personnel, 2 career and 1 volunteer attended classes at the National Fire 
Academy in Maryland.  

Staff Report 
Captain Mike Hans: has been working on the Fire Prevention Week Open House that 
will be held at the fire station from 10 am to 3 pm on October 12, 2013.  
He has begun to implement the pre-inspection program for our business owners.   
The letters to all multiple occupancy buildings authorizing the removal of hose boxes 
and hose on standpipes has also begun to be distributed. 
Captain Hans is beginning to get his hands on the Public Education portion of the job 
and is seeing the importance to a good fire education program. 
He participated in the water rescue training completing the program with flying colors.  
Captain Prentice Williams:  He continues to do an outstanding job in developing 
education programs to get out volunteer and career firefighter’s confident with their 
skills. 
During the month he worked with the Police Training Officer in putting together a joint 
training program between Police and Fire. Members of the Police Department and the 
Fire Department completed a two day exercise in the ocean at 7th Ave. North.  
Captain Williams continues to research training needs and has been working with the 
area departments on joint training.   



 6 

During the month Captain Williams attended South Carolina Weekend at the National 
Fire Academy in Maryland, he attended several classes while there looking for new 
education opportunities that he can bring to the membership of SBFD. 
Several new training props have been constructed and are being worked into his 
training schedule. 
Captain Williams participated in the water rescue training completing the program with 
flying colors.  
Captain Robert Packard:  the apparatus inventory is complete and turn-out inventories 
have been completed along with condition reports on all PPE in our inventory. He is 
now working on the inventory of all equipment noting purchase dates if known and 
projected replacement dates. 
He has been assigned the task to check and up-date the EOC/Hurricane supplies to 
insure that we are ready for an emergency should we have a storm. 
Engineer Ted Sacra:  Continues to enjoy his assignment working with Captain Williams 
in developing new training programs.  He has been tasked with evaluating all of the 
departments rescue equipment and re-assigning the equipment to the rescue/squad 
unit.  He will also be setting up a joint extrication drill with our mutual aid companies. 
He is working on the up-coming night drills along with Captain Williams so that we are 
compliant to ISO requirements. 
Engineer Tom Zimpleman: continues to be a hard worker and is assisting Captain 
Packard with the inventories and maintaining the small tools and equipment. He did a 
great job in the construction of the training props.  
Engineer Zimpleman participated in the water rescue training completing the program 
with flying colors.  
Engineer Larry Carter:  continues working on pre-plans and has a target date of 
December 31 to bring all plans up-to-date.  He has taken to his new position well and is 
become a valuable employee.  He is assisting with the evaluation of the rescue 
equipment and equipment placement. 
Engineer Carter participated in the water rescue training completing the program with 
flying colors.  
Chief Daniel Cimini: On the evening of July 12, 2013 our units and HCFR Medic 31 
was dispatched to a swimmer in distress.  On arrival our personnel was told that a 14 
year old male had gone under the water and had not been see since.  Personnel from 
SBFD and SBPD began a visual search of the ocean up and down the beach from the 
last known location.  The surf was extremely rough and it was almost impossible to 
launch the one Jet Ski that SBPD had, many attempts were made with personnel being 
beaten badly by the heavy waves.  SBPD Officer Sliker was able to clear the waves and 
begin his search only to be forced back in do to the heavy surf conditions. 
Acting Engineer Michael Medeiros organized a Daisy Chain of personnel and civilians in 
an attempt find the young man. 
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The crew and civilians in the daisy chain were near exhaustion after approximately 15 
minutes and exited the ocean; Acting Engineer Michael Medeiros who was the end 
person in the ocean on the first daisy chain reorganized a second chain in an attempt to 
find the missing swimmer.  Just as they were going to re-enter the water the victim 
seemed to pop up in the surf about 20 yards off shore, Engineer Medeiros and an SBFD 
Officer entered the ocean to grab the victim, all three where hit by heavy waves and 
went under the surf.  The personnel kept hold of the victim and brought him to shore.  
Once on the shore EMT Michael Miller and Medic Tim Tucker began CPR and life 
saving procedures. 
The victim was transported to the hospital, while en-route to the hospital the medical 
crew was able to get a pulse.  The patient was then transported to MUSC where he 
remains in critical condition. 
The SBPD, SBFD, and HCFR personnel are to be commended for there actions, the 
victim was under the water for over 30 minutes, the efforts of the crews were 
OUTSTANDING in there commitment to continue the search under such extreme 
conditions even when it appeared that the individual had drown.  Chief Keziah and I are 
preparing documents to recognize these individuals at the September Council meeting. 
I am very proud of the efforts and perseverance of the SBPD, SBFD, and Medic 31 
personnel. 
The Emergency Operations plan has been sent to the Town Manager for review. Copies 
will be distributed to all staff and Council members as soon as all corrections are 
completed.  
I contacted the County Emergency Management Director to request a Town Meeting to 
discuss the Hurricane Season and Evacuation procedures, and we scheduled one for 
August 1, 2013.  I will council a report at the September meeting on the results of the 
meeting. 
The Master Plan for the Department is moving along, but has been delayed slightly to 
complete the Hurricane plan; Safety Committee plan and I have a targeted completion 
date of September, 1 2013. 

Daniel J. Cimini 
Fire Chief 
Surfside Beach 
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SURFSIDE BEACH POLICE DEPARTMENT 
811 Pine Drive 

Surfside Beach, SC 29575 
 

Monthly Activity Report 
JUL 2013 

(1-JUL–31-JUL 13) 
Prepared by Rodney Keziah 

 

 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
 

JULY 2013 statistics show an 11.3% increase in calls for service from last month 
(1161 to 1293). Arrest data between JULY 2012 and JULY 2013 showed a 17.3% increase 
(208 to 250).  
 

As always, these numbers will be detailed for you in the Workload / Performance Metrics 
section of the report. 

 
PERSONNEL ACTIONS: 

 
On July 18, 2013 Sgt. Matt Prock received a full medical retirement pursuant to a 

shoulder injury that he received during the course of his employment. We will certainly 
miss him being around, and wish him and his family the best. 

 
Sgt. Donnie Sliker has been transferred to replace Sgt. Prock as the lead investigator. 

Due to his re-assignment, Cpl. Lee Black has been promoted to Sgt., and has now been 
assigned as team leader for team 1 and 2. I wish both of these officers the best, as they 
are more than ready to take on their new assignments. 
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HIGH RISK LAW ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES: 
 

SBPD officers conducted one vehicle pursuit during this reporting period, which was 
called off by supervisors upon its inception.  

 
SBPD officers used two reportable levels of force during this reporting period (standard 

handcuffing, escort holds, etc. do not require additional reporting beyond our Uniform Crime 
Report – see following table for summary).    

 
SBPD - HIGH RISK LAW ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES (JULY 2013 Reporting Period)

DATE ACTIVITY TYPE OFFENSE OFFICERS ARREST INJURIES PROP. DAMAGE 

02 JUL Vehicle Pursuit 

Possession 
Stolen 

Property/ Fail 
to Stop 

PTL 
Ridgeway / 

Newton 
Yes None No 

This was a vehicle pursuit that was terminated by a supervisor immediately upon its inception. The driver and owner were located after 
Ridgeway was able to obtain the tag number from the vehicle. Upon locating the suspect, a large quantity of stolen merchandise from vehicle 
and residential burglaries was recovered. I commend the on-duty supervisor for his action of terminating the pursuit due to traffic and weather 
conditions that existed. 

04 JUL Use of Force 

Disorderly 
Conduct / 
Resisting 

Arrest 

PTL Byrd Yes Minor No 

This was a use of force that originated from a loud party complaint. The suspect fled the scene, and was uncooperative to verbal commands 
when approached by officers. A taser was deployed to subdue the suspect.  

16 JUL Use of Force 
Unlawful 
Escape 

PTL Byrd Yes None 
No 

 
The suspect fled from Horry County Sheriff’s Officers during transportation loading at the jail. PTL Byrd was in his vehicle in the parking lot 
completing paperwork when he observed the suspect fleeing down Pine Drive while handcuffed. PTL Byrd pursued on foot and affected the 
arrest. See attached commendation for PTL Byrd concerning this arrest. 

 
 

TRAINING: 
 

As always, officers maintained their Class 1 Law Enforcement licenses via online training 
provided by the SC Criminal Justice Academy, and continued to receive their mandated in- 
service hours through the SC Criminal Justice Academy online. 

 
On July 10-11 Cpl. Ziolkowski and Ptl. Byrd attended a Drug Investigations Class hosted 

by DEA and held in Lexington SC. This was a very informative class dealing with all aspects 
of Drug Investigations including report writing, courtroom preparation, and asset forfeitures.  
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WORKLOAD / PERFORMANCE METRICS: 
 

As usual, we’ve included our Monthly Activity Report (along with the same period last 
year spreadsheet for comparison purposes).  Also included are the usual supplemental 
reports: the Criminal Investigations log and the USMS Fugitive Task Force report. 

 
Sgt. Bailey’s participation in the US Marshalls Task Force assisted our agency in 

clearing 11 of our outstanding warrants and collecting over $5500 in bond and fine 
money. 

 
This month, SBPD officers issued 48 written warnings in lieu of Uniform Traffic Tickets or 

to record vehicles stopped for non-traffic related reasons (these are not reflected in our 
database totals). 

 
NOTABLE EVENTS / INFORMATION 

 
 
 July evolved into a very busy month, as the above stats show. We worked with 
increased staffing during the weekend of the 4th, and assisted with crowd control, security, 
and traffic control at the town celebration and fireworks display. All in all the weekend and 
events went well without any major problems.  
 
 On July 13, 2013 we assisted in an ocean rescue at 4th Avenue South beach access. I 
can only say that this was a prime example of a team working together (Police, Fire, and 
EMS) to save a young man’s life. The young man was lost in the water for over 45 minutes. 
The ocean was very rough, and darkness made the rescue even tougher. The swimmer was 
located, dragged from the ocean and CPR was administered. On the way to the hospital, 
Horry CO EMS personnel were able to obtain a pulse, and he was eventually transported to 
Medial University of SC in Charleston. We received a very nice thank you card from the 
parents and family. The family has formed a website for status updates of his condition at 
http://www.gofundme.com/evanmcreynolds. 
 
 Ptl. Bryan Byrd received a letter of commendation for outstanding job performance in 
the capture of a jail inmate that had fled from a Horry County Sheriff’s Transport Officer. Ptl. 
Byrd was completing paperwork inside of his patrol vehicle in the parking lot of the Police 
Department. Ptl. Byrd observed the inmate fleeing, and despite the head-start she had, he 
was able to close distance on her and take her back into custody. Ptl. Byrd showed excellent 
alertness, speed, and decision making in making the arrest. 
 
 Ptl. Byrd also received a letter of recognition for the arrest of a suspect during a night-
time theft. On July 30, Ptl. Byrd was assigned to a burglary/theft detail in response to recent 
incidents of property loss in Sector 4 (south/beach area). Ptl. Byrd was able to locate a 
subject who had just committed a larceny from under a residence, make an arrest, and 
recover the victim’s property. 
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First Reading:  07/23/2013   

Second Reading: 08/13/2013 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF SURFSIDE BEACH 
    )  
COUNTY OF HORRY  )  TO AMEND §3-23, REGISTRATION OF DOGS, TO EXEMPT 
    )   
TOWN OF SURFSIDE BEACH )  SERVICE DOGS FROM REGISTRATION FEES 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Surfside Beach, in 
council duly assembled on July 9, 2013 unanimously voted to amend Section 3-23 of 
the Town Code of Ordinances to exempt service dogs from registration fees; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Surfside Beach desire 
to document that action in the Town Code of Ordinances.  
  
 NOW, THEREFORE,  Section 3-23, Registration of Dogs of the Code of 
Ordinances of the Town of Surfside Beach, South Carolina, is hereby amended to state:  
 
 Sec. 3-23.  Registration of dogs.  It shall be unlawful for any person who owns 
or who has in his control a dog over four (4) months of age to fail to register the dog by 
application for a certificate of registration and payment of a fee of ten dollars ($10.00), 
except for service dogs which shall be exempt from registration fees. The 
town may from time to time offer a period for registration wherein the fee is waived or 
the applicable fee is designated for a specific pet related need. Certificates shall be 
numbered in the order of issue and shall be in force until June 1 each year and must be 
renewed annually with a payment of a current fee as provided for in the town's annual 
budget. All dogs registered shall wear a suitable collar for the attachment of the tag. The 
tag shall have the number of the registration certificate shown thereon. Any dog within 
the town not registered shall be impounded by the town, and turned over to a local 
humane shelter or animal control facility and become subject to adoption or be disposed 
of pursuant to state law.  
 
 All other portions of Chapter 3 are unchanged and shall remain in full force and 
effect. 
 
 SEVERABILITY.  If any provision, clause, sentence, or paragraph of this 
ordinance or the application thereof to any person or circumstances shall be held 
invalid, that invalidity shall not affect the other provisions of this article, which can be 
given effect without the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of 
this article are declared to be severable. 
 
 EFFECT OF SECTION HEADINGS.  The headings or titles of the several 
sections hereof shall be solely for convenience of reference and shall not affect the 
meaning, construction, interpretation or effect of this ordinance. 
 
 REPEAL AND EFFECTIVE DATE.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances 
inconsistent with this ordinance are hereby repealed.  This ordinance shall take effect 



Ordinance No. 13-0755 
First Reading:  07/23/2013   

Second Reading: 08/13/2013 
 

Page 2 of 2 
 

immediately upon approval at second reading by the Town Council of the Town of 
Surfside Beach, South Carolina. 
 
 BE IT ORDERED AND ORDAINED by the Mayor and Town Council of the Town 
of Surfside Beach, South Carolina, in assembly and by the authority thereof, this 13th 
day of _______ 2013. 
 

____________________________________ 
Douglas F. Samples, Mayor 

         
_______________________________________ ______________________________________ 
Mary Beth Mabry, Mayor Pro Tempore    Ann Dodge, Town Council    
 
_______________________________________ ______________________________________ 
Mark L. Johnson, Town Council       Elizabeth A. Kohlmann, Town Council 
 
_______________________________________ ______________________________________ 
Roderick E. Smith, Town Council   Randle M. Stevens, Town Council  
     
 
 
       Attest: 
 
       ______________________________________ 
       Debra E. Herrmann, CMC, Town Clerk 
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Second Reading: August 13, 2013 
 

Page 1 of 1 
 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF SURFSIDE BEACH 
    ) TO AMEND CHAPTER 13; ARTICLE III DIVISION 2  
COUNTY OF HORRY  )  SECTION 13-52 § (d) (8) TO ELIMINATE DOCKS FROM 
    ) THE BUILDING PERMIT FEE SCHEDULE  
TOWN OF SURFSIDE BEACH )   
 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Surfside Beach, in council duly 
assembled on July 12, 2013 approved the prohibition of docks on town owned retention ponds also 
referred to as “Town Lakes”; and 
 
 WHEREAS, given that docks have been prohibited there shall be no need for the Building Permit 
Fee schedule to include mention of docks; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Town Council has determined that the facts and findings support the 
recommendations of the town staff; and   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, Chapter 13, Article III Division 2 Section 13-53 §(d)(8) be amended to 
eliminate docks from the Building Permit Fee Schedule.  
 
 All other provisions of Chapter 13 shall remain unchanged and in full force and effect. 
 
 SEVERABILITY.  If any provision, clause, sentence, or paragraph of this ordinance or the 
application thereof to any person or circumstances shall be held invalid, that invalidity shall not affect the 
other provisions of this article, which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and 
to this end the provisions of this article are declared to be severable. 
 
 EFFECT OF SECTION HEADINGS.  The headings or titles of the section hereof shall be solely 
for convenience of reference and shall not affect the meaning, construction, interpretation or effect of this 
ordinance. 
 
 REPEAL AND EFFECTIVE DATE.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with this 
ordinance are hereby repealed.  This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon approval at second 
reading by the Town Council of the Town of Surfside Beach, South Carolina. 
 
 BE IT ORDERED AND ORDAINED by the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Surfside 
Beach, South Carolina, in assembly and by the authority thereof, this 13th day of August 2013. 
 

____________________________________ 
Douglas F. Samples, Mayor 

         
_______________________________________ ______________________________________ 
Mary Beth Mabry, Mayor Pro Tempore    Ann Dodge, Town Council    
 
_______________________________________ ______________________________________ 
Mark L. Johnson, Town Council       Elizabeth A. Kohlmann, Town Council 
 
_______________________________________ ______________________________________ 
Roderick E. Smith, Town Council   Randle M. Stevens, Town Council  
     
 
 
       Attest: 
 
       ______________________________________ 
       Debra E. Herrmann, CMC, Town Clerk 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF SURFSIDE BEACH 
    ) TO AMEND §2-20, COMPENSATION AND BENEFITS OF 
COUNTY OF HORRY  )  TOWN COUNCIL, ¶(b), Expense Reimbursement,  
    ) Specifically ¶¶ Travel Days Per Diem.  
TOWN OF SURFSIDE BEACH )          
 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Surfside Beach, in council duly 
assembled on desire to amend the Town Code of Ordinances Section 2-20, Compensation and Benefits 
of Town Council, specifically paragraph (b) Expense reimbursement, subparagraph entitled Travel days 
per diem; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, Section 2-20, Paragraph (b), subparagraph entitled Travel Days per diem of 
the Town Code of Ordinances of the Town of Surfside Beach, South Carolina, is hereby amended to 
state: 
 
Sec. 2-20.  Compensation and benefits of town council. 
 
 (b) Expense reimbursement. Any member of town council may receive payment for actual 
expenses incurred in the performance of their official duties, subject to:  
 
 The Town of Surfside Beach will reimburse town councilmembers for reasonable business travel 
expenses incurred while attending the annual retreat, official town business, and training. All business 
travel must be approved in advance by the town administrator. Councilmembers whose travel plans have 
been approved may request the town clerk to submit registration requests and make travel arrangements. 
The actual costs of travel, lodging, and other expenses directly related to accomplishing business travel 
objectives will be reimbursed by Surfside Beach.  
 
 Councilmembers are expected to limit expenses to reasonable amounts, i.e., amounts the 
councilmember would normally spend if he or she were paying. Expenses that generally will be 
reimbursed and require a receipt include the following: Airfare or train fare for travel in coach or economy 
class or the lowest available fare; car rental fees, only for compact or midsized cars; cost of negotiated 
rate for accommodations at the host lodging hotel or motel; fares for shuttle or airport bus service, where 
available, costs of public transportation for other ground travel; taxi fares, when there is no less expensive 
option; mileage costs for use of personal vehicles at the current IRS mileage rate.  
 
 Travel days per diem. When authorized to travel on official business whereby overnight lodging is 
required, councilmembers shall receive a flat rate reimbursement  per diem of eighty dollars ($80.00) 
per day, which shall be considered taxable income, to cover the costs of meals, tolls, parking, 
snacks, tips, and all other incidental expenses. Receipts for these expenses are not required.  
 
 Note: Personal entertainment and personal care items are not reimbursed. Councilmembers who 
are involved in an accident while traveling on business should promptly report the incident to the town 
administrator. Vehicles owned, leased, or rented by Surfside Beach may not be used for personal use 
without prior approval. A family member or friend may accompany councilmembers on business travel 
when the presence of a companion will not interfere with successful completion of business objectives. 
Pursuant to South Carolina Code §5-7-170, the Town of Surfside Beach shall not pay any 
expenses for a travelling companion.  The councilmember is responsible for all expenses incurred 
by a companion. Receipts should be clearly marked to identify expenses reimbursable to the 
councilmember. 
 
 When travel is completed councilmembers desiring reimbursement for mileage should submit 
original required reimbursable receipts and total mileage to the town clerk within thirty (30) days. 
Requests for reimbursement that are not made in a timely manner may be denied. Abuse of this business 



Ordinance No. 13-0754 
First Reading:  08/13/2013   

Second Reading: __________ 
 

Page 2 of 2 
 

travel expense policy, including falsifying expense reports to reflect costs not actually incurred, is 
prohibited. 
 
 All other portions of Section 2-20 are unchanged and shall remain in full force and effect.   
 
 SEVERABILITY.  If any provision, clause, sentence, or paragraph of this ordinance or the 
application thereof to any person or circumstances shall be held invalid, that invalidity shall not affect the 
other provisions of this article, which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and 
to this end the provisions of this article are declared to be severable. 
 
 EFFECT OF SECTION HEADINGS.  The headings or titles of the several sections hereof shall 
be solely for convenience of reference and shall not affect the meaning, construction, interpretation or 
effect of this ordinance. 
 
 REPEAL AND EFFECTIVE DATE.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with this 
ordinance are hereby repealed.  This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon approval at second 
reading by the Town Council of the Town of Surfside Beach, South Carolina. 
 
 BE IT ORDERED AND ORDAINED by the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Surfside 
Beach, South Carolina, in assembly and by the authority thereof, this ___ day of _______ 2013. 
 

____________________________________ 
Douglas F. Samples, Mayor 

         
_______________________________________ ______________________________________ 
Mary Beth Mabry, Mayor Pro Tempore    Ann Dodge, Town Council    
 
_______________________________________ ______________________________________ 
Mark L. Johnson, Town Council       Elizabeth A. Kohlmann, Town Council 
 
_______________________________________ ______________________________________ 
Roderick E. Smith, Town Council   Randle M. Stevens, Town Council  
     
 
 
       Attest: 
 
       ______________________________________ 
       Debra E. Herrmann, CMC, Town Clerk 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF SURFSIDE BEACH 
    )  
COUNTY OF HORRY  )  TO ADD §4-30 SOLICITATION FOR TOWN SPONSORED  
    )   
TOWN OF SURFSIDE BEACH ) AND OTHER CHARITY or NONPROFIT EVENTS   
 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Surfside Beach, in council duly 
assembled on July 23, 2013 approved solicitation for Town sponsored events, and desire to amend the 
Town Code of Ordinances to include proper procedures to insure proper accounting for any solicited 
funds. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, Chapter 4, Business Licenses, Permits and Regulations, Article II, Peddling 
and Soliciting, of the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Surfside Beach is hereby amended to add 
Section 4-30, Solicitation of Funds for Town Sponsored, Charitable and Nonprofit Events which shall 
state:  
  
 Section 4-30.  Solicitation of Funds for Town Sponsored, Charity and Nonprofit Events 
  
 (a)  Authority.  Solicitation of funds for Town sponsored events shall be authorized by the Town 
Council of the Town of Surfside Beach or the Town Administrator as set forth herein. 
  

 (i)  Town Events.  The Town Council shall have authority to authorize solicitation of funds 
for Town sponsored events. The Town Administrator shall present to Town Council during a 
regular meeting all requests for solicitations that will be made in the town’s name or for the benefit 
of the town. In such cases all monies shall follow the towns prescribed order for donations, gifts, 
and the general handling of town funds. Donations are tax deductible only when the entity 
soliciting those funds is a 501(C)(3). It shall be communicated to all donors, prior to the 
acceptance of a donation whether or not the donation is tax deductible.   

 
 Committee members and/or others desiring to solicit funds on behalf of the Town shall 
submit their requests to the Town Administrator in writing.  The request shall include a description 
of the event or purpose, anticipated expenses, anticipated revenue, and expected benefit for the 
Town and is citizens.  The Town Administrator has the right to require additional information 
before the request is presented to Town Council. 

  
 (ii)  Charity or Nonprofit Events.  The Town Administrator shall have authority to permit 
solicitation of funds by an established non-profit 501(C)(3) organizations or other charitable group 
when it makes a request and said solicitation will not interfere with the smooth operation of the 
town (e.g., Girl Scout cookie booth, high school car wash, etc.). 

 
 (b)  Permit to Solicit. 
 
 A permit to solicit shall be issued to individuals authorized to solicit funds on behalf of the town.  
Said permit shall be presented to any person or business from whom funds are requested.  Individuals 
soliciting funds without proper authority are subject to fines and penalties.  Individuals approved to solicit 
funds shall submit identification and/or other requested information to the Town Administrator.   
 
 (c)  Handling of Solicited Funds. 
 

 (i)   A numbered receipt book will be provided by the town 
 (ii)  All donations shall be receipted with a copy to both the donor and the town 

  (iii)  A check shall be the preferable method of payment and shall be made payable to 
   the “Town of Surfside Beach” 
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  (iv)  All collected funds shall be turned into the Finance Department by the next  
   business day 
  (iv)  The Finance Department shall identify the particular project and keep an   
   accounting of all solicited funds for each project and/or event 

 (v)  Expenditures, preapproved by council, must be accompanied by original   
  receipt(s) and/or original invoice(s) and shall be presented to the Town   
  Administrator for payment within the appropriate timeframe. 

  
 (c)  Penalties for failure to comply. 
 
 It shall be unlawful for any person to violate any provisions within this Chapter.  Any violator shall 
appear in the municipal court of the town and be subject to a maximum misdemeanor fine of five hundred 
($500) dollars, plus any local, state or federal assessments or imprisonment for not more than thirty (30) 
days for each offense.  Nothing in this section shall prevent the town from taking such other lawful action 
as necessary to prevent or remedy a violation.   
 
 All other portions of Chapter 4 are unchanged and shall remain in full force and effect. 
 
 SEVERABILITY.  If any provision, clause, sentence, or paragraph of this ordinance or the 
application thereof to any person or circumstances shall be held invalid, that invalidity shall not affect the 
other provisions of this article, which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and 
to this end the provisions of this article are declared to be severable. 
 
 EFFECT OF SECTION HEADINGS.  The headings or titles of the several sections hereof shall 
be solely for convenience of reference and shall not affect the meaning, construction, interpretation or 
effect of this ordinance. 
 
 REPEAL AND EFFECTIVE DATE.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with this 
ordinance are hereby repealed.  This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon approval at second 
reading by the Town Council of the Town of Surfside Beach, South Carolina. 
 
 BE IT ORDERED AND ORDAINED by the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Surfside 
Beach, South Carolina, in assembly and by the authority thereof, this ___ day of _______ 2013. 
 

____________________________________ 
Douglas F. Samples, Mayor 

         
_______________________________________ ______________________________________ 
Mary Beth Mabry, Mayor Pro Tempore    Ann Dodge, Town Council    
 
_______________________________________ ______________________________________ 
Mark L. Johnson, Town Council       Elizabeth A. Kohlmann, Town Council 
 
_______________________________________ ______________________________________ 
Roderick E. Smith, Town Council   Randle M. Stevens, Town Council  
     
 
 
       Attest: 
 
       ______________________________________ 
       Debra E. Herrmann, CMC, Town Clerk 



 

  State of South Carolina  )   
  County of Horry   ) Resolution #13-139  
  Town of Surfside Beach )  
 

To Promote Work Place Safety 
 

Whereas, the Mayor and Town Council recognize that the prevention of 
accidents and promotion of work place safety affect employees, property, and the 
public and that promoting work place safety will enhance the operating efficiency of 
Town government; and 
 

Whereas, a proactive safety emphasis posture requires that safety training be 
provided for employees, and that sound procedures are in place to protect 
employees and equipment is of primary consideration and takes precedence over 
expediency in all operations. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Surfside Beach will 
endeavor to provide a safe work environment that is free of recognized hazards through 
the establishment and implementation of safety policies and procedures, with 
subsequent amendments and additions, designed to provide protection to Town 
employees, its citizens, public and private property, and the general public. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town of Surfside 
Beach will support compliance with all Federal and State safety regulations; provide 
and require the use of personal protective equipment by all employees; and ensure that 
all employees are advised of and understand their safety responsibilities in the 
performance of their work. 
 

BE IT SO RESOLVED. Signed, sealed and dated this 13th day of August 2013. 
 

____________________________________ 
Douglas F. Samples, Mayor 

         
____________________________________  __________________________________ 
Mary M. Mabry, Mayor Pro Tempore   Ann Dodge, Town Council 
 
____________________________________  __________________________________ 
Mark L. Johnson, Town Council      Elizabeth A. Kohlmann, Town 
Council 
 
____________________________________  __________________________________ 
Roderick E. Smith, Town Council   Randle M. Stevens, Town Council 
 
      Attest: 
        _________________________________ 
        Debra E. Herrmann, CMC 
        Town Clerk 









































YARD OF THE MONTH 

_____________________________________________      _______________ 

The Hon. Douglas F. Samples, Mayor                                     Date 

 

______________________________________________    _______________ 

Chairman Nancy Jo Weber, Keep Surfside Beach Beautiful    Date 

Raymond Smith 

510 North Cherry Drive 

August 2013  

 

TOWN OF  

SURFSIDE BEACH 
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