
 

  State of South Carolina   )   
  County of Horry   ) Resolution #16-169 
  Town of Surfside Beach  )  
 
 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF INTERSTATE 73 (I-73) 
 
 

WHEREAS, this matter comes before the Council of the Town of Surfside Beach at a regularly 
scheduled meeting held the 26th day of July 2016; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Surfside Beach has a long standing history of 

supporting construction of Interstate 73, evidenced by its Resolution #94-06 dated June 7, 1994 and 
Resolution  #03-033 dated May 13, 2003, copies of which are attached hereto; and 
 
 WHEREAS,   The Town of Surfside Beach is located just a few miles south of Myrtle Beach, 
which is one of the fastest-growing regions in the United States, with a permanent population that 
increased 37% in the 2010 census and recognized as the second-fastest growing Metropolitan Statistical 
Area two years in a row; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Grand Strand area welcomes nearly 18 million visitors each year, making it the 
busiest vacation destination in America without interstate access; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the combined resident-tourist population of the Myrtle Beach area meets or exceeds 
the population of every city in North and South Carolina during its peak tourist season; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the region’s tourism industry needs interstate access to sustain its rate of growth and 
expand its visitor base; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the visitors and residents of the Myrtle Beach area will benefit from having an 
additional evacuation route, which could save lives in the event of a major hurricane; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Myrtle Beach area is heavily dependent upon tourism and seeks to diversify its 
economy by attracting new industry and higher-paying jobs; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a study performed by Coastal Carolina University reveals that construction of I-73 
will create 7,700 jobs during construction; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a study performed by Chmura Economics & Analytics reveals that the construction 
of I-73 will create 22,300 jobs after construction; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the United States Congress has deemed the I-73/I-74 Corridor a High-Priority 
Corridor in ISTEA, and further deemed the South Carolina portion of I-73 a Road of National and 
Regional Significance in SAFETEA-LU; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Pee Dee region, which is a key part of the regional economy with close 
economic ties to the Myrtle Beach area, has experienced unemployment rates well above the state and 
national averages for many years now;  
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 WHEREAS, South Carolina Department of Transportation (SCDOT) has presented a dynamic 
mitigation plan to counter the environmental impact of constructing I-73 and that plan far exceeds all 
applicable federal requirements;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Surfside Beach Town Council does hereby 
resolve and reaffirm its unwavering support for I-73 and desire for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to 
promptly issue a construction permit, enabling I-73, a Pathway of Progress for South Carolina, to finally 
become a reality.  
 
 BE IT SO RESOLVED, this 26th day of July 2016. 
 
 

____________________________________ 
Robert F. Childs, Mayor 

 
_______________________________________ ______________________________________ 
Ron Ott, Mayor Pro Tempore    Timothy T. Courtney, Town Council 
 
_______________________________________ ______________________________________ 
Mark L. Johnson, Town Council       David Pellegrino, Town Council 
 
_______________________________________ ______________________________________ 
Randle M. Stevens, Town Council   Vacant Seat 
 
 
         
        Attest:  
 
        _________________________________ 
        Debra E. Herrmann, CMC, Town Clerk 






