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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )  AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF SURFSIDE BEACH 
    )  TO AMEND SEC. 14-14(4), 14-17, 14-18(5)(h), 14-18(7)(D), 
COUNTY OF HORRY  )  14-19(1) AND 14-19(5) OF THE TOWN OF SURFSIDE BEACH  
    )  FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION ORDINANCE 
TOWN OF SURFSIDE BEACH )   
 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Surfside Beach, in council duly 
assembled adopted the Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Surfside Beach recognizes the 
importance of maintaining and updating the Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance as necessary; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the town’s FEMA CRS Committee met and recommended changes to the Flood 
Damage Prevention Code; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS that Sections 14-14(4), 14-
18(5)(h), 14-18(7)(d), 14-19(1) and 14-19(5) of the Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance be amended to 
state as follows: 
 
Sec. 14-14. - Development permit and certification requirements. 
(4) If no base flood elevation data is provided as set forth in section 14-4 or subsection 14-15(7), the 

application for a development permit must show construction of the lowest floor at least 18 
inches above the highest adjacent grade. 

  
Sec. 14-17. - Flood hazard reduction standards. 
(5) New gas containers shall be buried below grade and anchored to prevent flotation; Existing gas 

tanks, when replaced shall be strapped to prevent movement and flotation.  
 
(6) Non-commercial developable lots located in the X, X shaded and AE flood zones shall have an 

average grade of all adjacent lots. A foundation/current conditions survey shall be provided and 
approved prior to the foundation being poured or piers being filled prior to additional inspections 
being performed. Adjacent lot grades shall be measured at a minimum of 20 feet into all adjacent 
lots.   

 
 This requirement shall not apply to Designated Coastal A Zones, V, and VE zones as no fill shall 

be allowed in these Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHA). 
 
Sec. 14-18. - Specific standards. 

(5) Accessory structures. 
(h) Accessory structures shall be prohibited in the V, VE, or V130 and Coastal A 

zone. Exception:  Swimming Pools shall be allowed meeting Section 14-17(20) of 
this ordinance.  

(7)  Fill. 
(d) Fill used to support structures must be certified by a registered professional 

engineer for “designed and compacted fill” that meets the criteria of (1) Section 
1803.5.8 and Section 1804.5 of the International Building Code, (2) Section 2.4 
of ASCE 24, or (3) their equivalent); and must be on fill that has appropriate 
protection from erosion and scour.  

 
 

http://library.municode.com/HTML/14100/level3/VOII_CH14FLDAPR_ARTIGEPR.html#VOII_CH14FLDAPR_ARTIGEPR_S14-4LAWHCHAP
http://library.municode.com/HTML/14100/level3/VOII_CH14FLDAPR_ARTIGEPR.html#VOII_CH14FLDAPR_ARTIGEPR_S14-15DURELOAD
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Sec. 14-19. – Standards for areas outside of the Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) 
(1) Minimum finished floor elevation.  

a. All new non-commercial structures not located in a special flood hazard area shall have 
the lowest floor and all mechanical or electrical equipment, such as compressors, air 
conditioning units, etc., elevated not less than 18 inches above the highest adjacent 
grade of the lot. Final site grading shall insure that ponding of stormwater will not occur 
beneath the building, nearer than three feet from the building's perimeter or any 
mechanical or electrical equipment.  

b. All new commercial structures, not located in a special flood hazard area, shall have the 
lowest floor and all mechanical or electrical equipment, such as compressors, air 
conditioning units, etc., elevated not less than 18 inches above the centerline of the 
road. Final site grading shall insure that ponding of stormwater will not occur beneath 
the building, nearer than three feet from the building's perimeter or any mechanical or 
electrical equipment.  

 
(5) Gas containers shall be strapped and anchored to prevent movement and flotation or buried 

below grade and anchored to a reinforced footing.  
  
 SEVERABILITY.  If any provision, clause, sentence, or paragraph of this ordinance or the 
application thereof to any person or circumstances shall be held invalid, that invalidity shall not affect the 
other provisions of this article, which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and 
to this end the provisions of this article are declared to be severable. 
 
 EFFECT OF SECTION HEADINGS.  The headings or titles of the sections hereof shall be solely 
for convenience of reference and shall not affect the meaning, construction, interpretation or effect of 
this ordinance. 
 
 REPEAL AND EFFECTIVE DATE.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with this 
ordinance are hereby repealed.  This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon approval at second 
reading by the Town Council of the Town of Surfside Beach, South Carolina. 
 
 BE IT ORDERED AND ORDAINED by the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Surfside 
Beach, South Carolina, in assembly and by the authority thereof, this 13th day of September 2016. 
 

____________________________________ 
Robert F. Childs, III, Mayor 

         
_______________________________________  ______________________________________ 
Ron Ott, Mayor Pro Tempore     Timothy T. Courtney, Town Council   
 
_______________________________________  ______________________________________ 
Mark L. Johnson, Town Council       David L. Pellegrino, Town Council 
 
_______________________________________  ______________________________________ 
Julie Samples, Town Council    Randle M. Stevens, Town Council 
 
 
       Attest: 
 
       ______________________________________ 
       Debra E. Herrmann, CMC, Town Clerk 


